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COUNCIL AND OFFICIALS OF THE SOCIETY
FOR 1965.

—— - — - -

Chairman:
Christopher Brunel,A.R.P.S.

Secretary/Treasurcr:
R.W.Morrcll,

Council :

A.J.Stathan(Nottingham), J.H.Crofts(Nottingham), A.A.Rudling(Norwich),
A.Massey(Bristol), Coun.J.G.Hoile(Lewes), A.W.Thomas(Kenton),
Dr.G.A.Willians(York), R.Cobb,M.A.(Oxford), Coun,A.Francis(Dover),
F.H.Anphlett Micklewright,M.A.,F.R.Hist,.S.
(London).

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The historic first A.G.M. of the Thomas Painc Society took place
in the Sussex town of Lewes on Saturday, November 14th., It was a
fitting conclusion to a very active ycar's work and fittingly held in
a town with many Paine associations., e

Welconing nembers and visitors to the meeting held in the Unitarian
Church Hall, thc Chairman, Christopher Brunel, drew attention to Paine's
connections with the town. Paine, Mr.Brunel pointed out, was an execisc
man, hardly a profession to make him popular. But popular he was,

Following the Chairman, the Mayor of Lewes, Coun.A.C.Barber, welcomed
the Society to the town. He told us how delighted he was to hear that
the nceting would be held in Lewes and he welcomed the members both as
Mayor of Lewecs and a nember of the Socicty., Paine had reccived his
political apprenticeship in the town, Fhe Mayor stated. Before
concluding Councillor Barber told of the Paine discovery (reported on
another page) and invited thosc prescnt to visit the Mayor's Parlour
at the Town Hall during the tour of the town in the afternoon.

The Chairman thanked the Mayor and then the business meeting
commenced. Apologies were rcad from the President, Michael Foot,M.P.,
Mr.R.Sorcnson,M.P.(¥ow Lord Sorenson),Earl Russell - at this point
the Chairman rose to point out that at a mecting held in conncetion



with Paine at Lewes in 1904, a Lord Russell had sent apologies for
not being able to attend, Mr.Blaydon,ikr.Cutner and Coun.Francis.

The Secretary +then presented the Annual Report. This detailed
the work undertaken from the foundation of the Society and the
secretary stated tuet while much had been achieved, the aims of the
Society were far from being accomplished.

The national press had given the Society fair coverage as ha
nany papers of a more local character. Society speskers had taken part
in television progremmes while others addressed neetings in a number
of placcs. The Society published during the year a Bulletin and
two leaflets.

Wie received enguirics from individuals engeged in rescarch work,
information and material was supplicd dealing with Paine, Hardy and
the London Corresponding Society, the Society having traced a copy
of the rarec Moral and Philosophical Magezine of the London Correspond-
ing Society.

In concluding, the Secretary dealt with future activities, We
hoped to hold many more neetings in arcas were we had few if any
nmembers, We wanted closer co-operation with other bodies and he
instanced that which had developed between us and the Labour,
Co-operative,Trade Union and Denocratic History Socictys.

Following the Report the financial statenent was given and then
cane the clection of Officials and Council. This was followed by
a full discussion on past activities, future policy and finance.
Meny interesting suggestions werc advanced which will be locked
into by the Council,

After lunch mcubers went on a conducted tour of Lewes, the highlight
of which was a visit to the Town Hall to sec the Painc signatures., In
the evening a necting was held at which Mr.Anphlett IHcklewright
delivereu a stinulating address, this is available on tape, cost
for thre: days loan being 5/-. The mecting brought to a close a

Lx~Councillor llaycs of Thetford, he resigned his Council seat over
the cerection of the Paine statuc, failed in a bid for nomination to
his former seat,



REPORT OF THE T.U.L.C.CONFZRENCE, LONDON,SATURDAY OCTOBER 31st,1964.

4s mentioned in the A.G.M. Report the Society is co-operating with
the Trade Union,ILabour,Co-operative and Democratic History Society.
This body organised a conference in London on October 3lst. at which
the T.P.S. was officially represented,

Including our represcntatives there were 26 people present., The
Secretary of T.U.L.C. comnenced the neeting by giving an addrecss
in which certain proposcls were advanced, these were to urge the
formation of a National History Ccntrc and Muscun; to promote a
travelling exhibition in threc sections; to stage a major exhibition
in London in 1967 commemorating the 1867 Reform Act.

The nezting was thon thrown copen for contributions from those
present and among those who took part was the Secretary of the T.P.S.,

Mr.R.W.Morrell. He supported the proposals and drew attention to the
continual loss of important paterial from deliberate destruction and
sale abroad. Following the morning session Mr.Morrell presented, through
the T.P.S., a nuaber of itens from his own collcection on permanent

loan to T.U.L.C., these included Chartist naterial,posters,photographs,
newspapers,badges and original letters from G.J.Holyoake and Robert
Blatchford,

The afternoon session was chairecd by Christopher Brumel, Chairman of
the T.P.S. - also Vice-Chairnan of T.U.L.C., who gave a short talk on
the T.P.S. Iater the motion to hold the London exhibition and appeal
for financial aid was moved and carried.

e

THOMAS ¥/INE AND THE RIGHTS OF MAN.

4 tapc recording of the talk by Mr.F.H.Amphlett Micklewright under
the above title given at the public nmecting following the Lewes A.G.M.,
is available on loan. Playing at 33 and onc third it lasts for over an
hour. The tape nmay be hired for threce days at 5/-, payablc in advance.
Organisations and individuals wishing to hire it arc asked to contact
the Secretary.

When Burke wrote his Reflections on the Prench Revolution it was Ton
Paine who roplicd with The Rights of Man, a book as vigorous,lucid and
logical as Burke's Reflections were turgid and twisted.In his time it
was Paine who achieved the greater sales,in spite of prosecution and
intinidationgand his is still by far the better book, though political
interest and social snobbery have combined to give Burke's book the
bogus title of a "classice",

George Orwell & Reginald Reynolds (Eds.),
British Pamphletcors.Vol.l, p.248.



PAINE DISCOVERY IN ILWES.

It has been generally accepted that the only office Thomas Paine
was elected to by public vote was a seat in the French Convention.
Now thanks to research undertaken by ILeslie Davey of Lewes it is
now known that Paine was at one time a member of Lewes Town Council,

News of the discovery was made public for the first time at the
Annual General lMeeting of the Thomas Paine Society. Ifr .Davey on
examnining the Lewes Town Book, a nanuscript work commenced in 1741
and containing details of the mectings of the Council of Twelve, as
the Tovm Council wes knowm, wmembers of the Council added their
signatures after cach report.. found that seven reports
had Paine's signature among the others. The first signature being
for September 15th.,1769 and the last, October 10th. 1772.

The book also contains the signature of Sanuel Ollive, Paine's
father-in-law, in 1745 he signs as one of the two Headboroughs and
in 1752 as one of the two Constablecs., MNMembers of the Society
inspected the book when they visited Lewes Town Hall at the
invitation of the Mayor.

— —— ——— -—

We extend our congratulations to Christopher Hill on his clection
as Master of Balliol., Mr,Hill, a well known historian, is a nember
QEthHe T.PeS5

THOMAS PAINZ BATTALION.

During the discussion at the A.G.M., Mr.A.Hurst, told of an
incident regarding the British Battalion of the International
Brigade., The members of the Brigade making up the British Battalion
had decided to namec the Battalion after Thonas Paine. Duc to the
visit of Mr.Attlee, now Earl Attlec, it was at the last moment
decided to name the Battalion after himn.

Our Chairman, Christopher Brunel, has since contacted ILord Attlee,
who states that whilc he has no recollcction of the gneident, it
sounds quite likely "and would have expressed" his "scentiments."

B i L T ——

Thomas Painc Society, 443, lMeadow Lene, Nottingham. Jenuary 1965,
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THE SOCIETY IN THE NEWS

THE THOMAS PAINE SOCIETY

Over fifty people attended the inaugural meeting of the Thomas
Paine Society in Conway Hall, London, on October 6th. The

meeting formall

FREETHINKER

Friday.” October 25th. 1963

brought into being the Socicty clecting as its

Honorary President, Mr. Michael Foot, MP., Four Vice-Piesi-
dents were also elected—Bertrand Russell, OM, FRS, Herbert
Cutner, G. R. Blaydon (a former Mayor and town clerk of

Thetford) and Josecph Lewis.

On the motion of Councillor J. G. Hoile of Lewes, the meeting
aduopted the following as the objectives of the Society:
To promote the recognition of Thomas Painc’s contribution

to the cause of freedom.

To spread a knowledge of his works and activitics with a
view to encouraging the growth of a similar spirit of construc-
tive criticism in svery aspect of public life.
Joseph Lewis of the American Thomas Paine Foundation, who

attcnded the meeting, was invited to address it, and gave a short
but stimulating account of the difficultics involved in getting

ermission o crect a statue of Painc in London.

Eventually

it was decided that the statuc should be crected in Thetford,
Paine's birthplace, and Mr, Lewis announced that it would be
in front of King's House, the local government offices, and that
the unveiling would take place on Sunday, Junc 7th, 1964,

The meeting has received good publicity in national as well as
local press, and the BBC took a recording for possible use in
a broadcast feature. On the Monday after the meeting Mr.

A, ). Statham, a member of

) the Socicty’s Council, appeared on
BBC television for an intervicw on Painc and the Socicty.
RWM.

Nottingham talk on
Thomas Paine

Thomas Paine as a citizen of two

worlds was the subject

given to Notlingham Cosmapolitan
esterday by Mr.
Christopher Brunel, chairman of the

Dcbating Sociefy

Thomas Paine Socicty.

Nottingham

Evening
Post

25/11/64

of a talk

He showed how Paine's writings.
particularly * Rights of Man,” and

“The Age of Rcason,”

inftuenced

radical thinking in the 18th century

and afterwards.

Tom Paine Sussex Express %

sieine

x STATUE of Thomas Paine,
<% the 18th century revolutionary
and writer, was unveiled in the
Norfolk town of Thetford, on
Sunday, and the ceremony was
attended by a representative gath-
ering despite some local protests.

Councillor .J. G;. Hoile, o Priorg.
etreet, Lewes, a member of the
council  of the 'Thowas® Paine
Society, had hoped v attend the
ceremony, buft  was  prevented
owing to the illness of his wife.

A member of the Thetford Coun-
cil .has resigned over the decigion
to erect the 7fl. Dhigh statue,
but the guests who aceepted an
fnvitation to attend included Sir
Charles Wheeler, President of the
Royal Academy, who made the
ststue  for the Thomaes Paine
Foundation of America to present
to Thetford; Mr. Joseph Lewis,
geeretary of the Foundation: rep-
resemtatives from the French and
American embassics: and members
ef the Thomas Paine Soclety in
this country. i

The anmmial niecting of the Soct-

" ety will probably be held in Leweg

this year.

County Herald
12/6/64

@

Souvenir
book

HE Thomas Paine

Society has given Mrs.
G. K. Kullman, of 20,
New Street, Sandwich, a
book called “Age of
Reason ” by Thomas
Palne.

Her home was lived in
by Thomas Paine some
two hundred years ago.
Mrs. Knliman is always
happy to show her interest
in this historic fact.

Statues of Thomas
Paine, the Englishman,
are in- America and
France. Another statue is
to be placed in England—
next June at Thetford,
Norfolk, Paine’s home
town.

Kentish.
24 Jan 1964

Expzjess

IN DEFENCE
OF THOMAS
PAINE

WAS strange that a man of such

historical importance as Thomas
Paine had pot been commemorated
in a way people of lesser importance
had been and the erection of a statue
at his birthplace, Thetford, meant
that justice: was new being done,
Thelford Rotarians were fold on
Tuesday by a member of the Thomas
Painc Society.

Mr. A. A. Rudling, of Norwich, said
that the Society had been formed as a
counferpart to the American’ organisa-
tion which was providing the statue,
{o try to rehabilifate the reputation of
Paine in this country.

The statue to Paine would atlract
many people to Thetford, and would
add lusire to the town,

Ille refuted charges made quite
recently that Paine was a traitor. llis
American supporters in the American
War of Independence were almost all *
of them of English origin. Thce Ameri-
can war was. based upon the idea that
people had the right 1o representation
as long as they were being laxed. This
was in an English tradition which went!
back over centuries of English history,
he said, and Paine and his iriends were
continuing the actions of their ances-

tors.
'NO TRAITOR'

Paine was no truitor 1o England, nor
English tradition. A great deal of blame
for the whole affair, Mr. Rudling said,
rested with George I and his Ministers
and the Bnglish Government bore a
big responsul»ility for the loss of - the
American Colonies. .

Referring to the French Revolution,
Mr. Rudling said that many people in
T'ngland supported it and only opposed
the movemeni when it became dicta-
torial, Paine at that tim2 regurded
himself as ap American citizen and it
was a moot point wheilber someone
who regarded himself as American
could be cabed a traitor to Britain.

“It was easy to throw accusations
about Paine which arc less than just,
he said.

tever Paine’s views on teligion
hi:v ]l;glids were neither unethical nor
immoral, Mr. Rudling said. He was far
in advance of his time in sccizl think-
ing and advocated free universal educa-
tion, maternity benefits, national assis-
tance as a social right and old age pen-
sions, _
g the first man to suggest
in{(l“;'n;gi%snal arhitration between
nations, and visualised wnot merely thef
United Stutes but the United States 'o‘
Lurope, He was an advocate of socia
and politieal attitudes and institutions
which today were taken for granted.

Mr. Rudling added that recent suig-
gestions that Paine was cver tried '1.1
‘his absence for treason were nomepsgi
Legal proceedings were started agains
him for scditioxﬁi ‘.;li;el :}ﬂiﬁg :neﬁﬁttxlil‘lc

ion of “The Righis o R t
gg:x‘;‘:’ht protection %y going to France.

Thetford and Watton Times 10/4/64



