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THE IRON BRIDGE DESIGNED BY THOMAS PAINE
by D. Te Edwards

A PERSON OF EXTRAORDINARY ABILITY, intelligence, and extremely utilitarian ideas, left
England in October 1774, and arrived in Philadelphia November 30, of the same year. He
bore the following letter of introduction from Dr.Franklin to his son-in-law, Richard
Baches .

London, Septe30,1774.

The bearer, Mr,Thomas Paine, is very well recommended to me as an ingenious,

worthy young man, He goes to Pemmsylvania with a view to settling there. I request
you to give him your best advice and countenance, as he is quite a strangerthere.
If you can put him in way of employment as a clerk, or assistant tutor in a school,
or assistant surveyor, all of which I think him very capable, so that he procures

a subsistance, at least till he can make acquaintance and obtain a knowledge of the
oountry, you will do well and much oblige your effectionate father.

: BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,

On March 4, 1775, Paine writes to Dr.Franklin from Philadelphia, telling him that he
has accepted a position as assistant to Robert Aitkin, printer and bookseller, and
publisher of the Pennsylvania Magazine or American Museun.

Although a comparative stranger, he became at once the most active and powerful factor
in the revolutionary cause, and the first man to advocate complete independence from
Britaine.

Ho does more than this - he enlists in the Continental army - shares the crust and the
cold with Washington and his meny and sometimes on the head of a drum, or by the midnight
fire, or amid the corpses of the doad, he writes those soul-stirring pamphlets called
Crigis, the first number of whicl begins with these extraordinary wordss

SUNSHINE PATRIOTS

"These are tha times that try men's souls, The summer soldier and the sunshine
patriot will in this crisis shrink from the service of the country, but he that
stends it now deserves the love and the thanks of man and woman. Tyramny, like
hell, is not easily conquered, yet we have this consolation with us, the harder the
conflict the more glorious the triumph." :

After fighting for seven long years as a private* in the army, he issued his lastr;81sg
which opens with these wordss "The times that tried men's souls are over, and the greabosy
and completest revolution the world ever knew, gloriously and happily accomplished."

The nane of this author/soldier does not appear in any of the histories of the United
States, nor in one of the text books in our public schools. At the termination of tlhe war
Paine writess "At the conclusion of it every man returned to his home to repair the
ravages it had occasioned, and to think no more of war. I returned with them to the
re-enjoyment of a quiet life, and, that I might not be idle, undertook to construct an
iron bridge of a single arch for this river (Schuylkill). Our beloved general (washington)
had engaged in rendering another river, the Potomac, navigable,"

Paine sat one day in front of an open grate in his lodgings on Second Street, Phlladcl-
phia. The idea of constructing an iron bridge seized him from studying a spiders
circular web of which it resembled a sections and fron a conviction that when nature
enmpowered that insect to make a web', sho also instructed hor in the strongest



Page 6 TPS Bulletin,Autummn 1973

nechanical nmethods of constructing it.

The quantity of iron he has allowod in his bridge was 520 tons, to be distributed into 13
ribs in commemoration of the 13 United States, cach rib to contain 40 tons. The models for
the bridge were made at the workshop of John Hall, a native of Manchester, England, but who
had come to Bordemtown, New Joersey, Paine had built for himself a small cottage here, but
he boarded at the house of Colonel Josiah Kirkbride. This was early in 1787.

In the fall of the same year he exhibited his model in the housc of Dr.Franklin, and in
Peale's Museun in the State House yard, now Independence Square, in 1803. A committee of
citizons that were selected to view the bridge, reported that iron was too expensive, but
adopted Peine's idca of a single arch wooden bridge. This was done to avoid a centre picr.

VISITS AGED PARENTS

The manuscript diary of Johh Hall is full of details regarding the -construction of the
nodelse. It gives the nanes of distinguished guests who called upon them to inspect their
work. John Fitch, designer and inventor of the steamboats Rittenhouse, the astronomers
Dr.Priestly, Francis Hopinkson and General Washington, who used th cxperinent with Paine on
marsh gas at Rocky Hill, near Princeton,N.J,

-

Paine invented two types of iron bridge, one of wrought iron, with a single arch, and the
other of cast iron blocks or arches, put together like stones. This bridge was also exhibited
in Dr.Franklin's yard, corner Fourth and Chesnut streets, Philadelphia, and it received
special mention from the Philosophical Society of Philadelphia, and the French Acadeny of
Sciences. Paine held several prominent positions of trustwith the governnent from time to
time, and won the esteem and admiration of all who came into contact with hime

Owing to some delay in receiving the renumeration for his services from the government he
was unable to proceed with the erection of his bridge as he first intended, He, therefore,
concluded to pay a visit to his aged parents in Thetford, Norfolk county, England. He had
egpressed a desire to do this in a letter addressed to Elias Boudinot, dated June 7, 1783,
but said he was short of means,

ABSENT FIFTEEN YEARS

Conway, in his life of Painc, saids "It is to be deeply reogretted that Thonmas Paine did
not remain in his beloved Bordentown. There he was the honoured man, his striking figure
decorated with the noblest associations was regarded with prides when he rode the lanc on
his horse Button the folk had a pleasant word with hing the best homes prizecd his intinacy
and the young ladies would sometimes greet the old gentlenan with a kiss, From all this he
wzs drawn by the tender letter of a father he was never to sce again. He intended to be
absent one year - he remained away 15."

The historiian"Oldys" says that Paine arrived at the White Bear, Piccadilly, London on
the 3rd. September, 1787, just 13 years after his departure for Philadelphia, On his arrival
in London he gave some manuscripts to a printer and left at once Ffor Thetford. His father
Lhad died the yoar before, his mother was now in her 91st year, living coufortably on the
remittances he had supplied.

LETTER TO JEFFERSON

He soon proceceded to securc patents on his iron bridge, and he declares he received his
licensc from George 111. The specification, dated August 28, 1788, declares his invention
to be on principles new and different to anything hitherto practiced. The patents for BEngland,
Scotland and Ireland were granted in Septerber. The Encyclopedia Britannica remarks that

1 4 . .
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Paine's "daring in engineering does full justice to the fervor of his political career."
Paine and his bridge came to England at the proper time, for the Blackfriars Bridge and two
over the Tyne had collapsed ' on account of their piers resting on quicksand., Paine,
seeing that his opportunity to fill a long desired want had arrived, proceeded at once to
find some responsible parties to erect his bridge. He soon suceeded in interesting Messrs,
Walker of Rotherham, Yorkshire, in his enterprise, and they fitted up a workshop for Paine's
use in their famous factory.

In a letter dated February 16, 1788, written to Thomas Jefferson, who held the position of
American Minister in Paris, Paine says that he intended to construct an experimental arch
250 feet long, but had to change lis plans owing to the weather and his inability to erect
an arch within doors, and furthermore, there was a prospect of a real bridge 90 feet long
being erected in the neighbourhood.

- HONORED GUEST OF NOTABLES

The person who wanted the bridge was a Mr,Foljambe, a member of Parliament for Yorkshire,
He lived three miles from Rotherham iron works, and the river Don flowed in front of his hous.
These circumstances led Paine to decide to erect an arch 90 feet long with an elevation of
five feet. This could be managed by working indoors, half the arch at a time.

After the work had begun it went on rapidly without any mistakes, or any changes. Paine
stood at the works until one half of the rib, 45 feet, had been put horizontally together,
and went up to London to visit Parliament on the 4th. of Deccmber. The other half was got
together in short oxder, :

On February 26 he received a letter from Mr.Foljambe in which he says, "I saw the rib of
your bridge. In point of elegance and beauty it far exceeds my expectation and is certainly
beyond anything I ever saw." The bridge, 110 feet long, was erected at the village of
Paddington near London, 1789, and here above all other places in the world a tablet should
be placed in memory of the man who first suggested that bridges could be constructed out of
wrought and cast iron. Paine was visited by some famous engineers and political personages
in his workshop at Rotherham, and he was also the honored guest of notable persons. He
visited Lord Fitzwilliam at Wentworth Castle often. He was ontertained and consulted by Fox,
Lord Lansdowme, Sir George Staunton and Sir Joseph Banks, He spent comsiderable time with
Edmund ‘Burke, and with the Duke of Portland at his country seat,

KIS BONES PURLOINED

The late Professor P.J.Lesley of Philé.delphia said that he visited Rotherham in early
life and Paine's workshop and the very tools he used were pointed out to him. He talked with
an aged man who worked under Paine as a lad, The profossor, who was prejudiced against Paine,

. was favourably impressed by the words of the olf man. He saif that Thomas Paine was the Les%

man he ever knew. The Walksrs and all their workmen looked up to him and honored him. He
knew the people around for miles and went into their homess his bencvolence, his friendliness;
his knowledge, made him beloved by all, rich and poor!}

“he man that wrote as follows to Thomas Jefferson could not be the kind of person that he
i.e3 been pictured by some historianss
"Accept, my dear sir, my most hearty thanks for your many services and friondship.
Remember me with an overflowing affection to my dear America — the people and the place.
Be so kind as to shake hands with them for me, and tell our beloved General Washington, and
my dear old friend; Dr.Franklin, how much I long to see them,"

In a letter to Washington dated May 31, 1790, he sayss "In a small box which conmtains the
key of the Bastille I have put just half a dozen razors made of cast steel, where my bridge
was constructed. I request you to accept those as a token from a grateful heart."
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Such is a brief outline of the cosntruction of the first iron bridgein the world? And
what of the subscquent history of the renowed inventor? This is the answer from an old
record in the Franklin Library, Philadclphias

"The country for which he laboured and suffered knows him not. His ashes rest in a
foreign land. A rough grass grown mound, from which the bones have been purloined, is
all that remains on the continent of America to tell of the author, the soldier, the

statesman and the friend of man, the immortal Thomas Painc."

Reprinted from tho Pittsburg Dispatch, 6/3/1904
Notes (not in the original article). '

% Paine was an officer, holding the rank of Brigade Major.

! Spiders are not insects.

@ Thoe first iron bridge in the world, oi at least the first accepted for it has been
claimed that the Chinese ereccted the first iron bridge, was actually erected at
Ironbridge, Shropshire in 1779. It is still standing and proserved as an ancient
monument. At the time of writing a large sum of money is being spent on restoring it.

EXTRACTS FROM AN INTERESTING LETTER

The following extracts are taken from letter dated August 6th., 1909,

from George Reynolds to the Paineite, W.H.Bartlett. It deals with several

items Reynolds had in his collection, and which he had passed to Bartletts
. Thosc marked * are now owned by the Thomas Paine Society,

Deaxn 8ix,
It is with great pleasure that I send you a lock of the Hair of the late Thomas
Painc*as it wes taken from the Head by Mr,Oldfield, who was Mr.Cobbett's Publisher, This is

wncicaned, just as it was taken from the skull, Also a small poxrtion of the hair * as cleanet
by ¥r.Moncure Conway, when it was lent to him for the Exhibition at South Place, Finsbury.

I also send you a photograph of the face of Paine* ' taken in wax to refute a
slander that Mr.Cobbett had taken up the body of a nigger, instead of that of Mr,Paine.

I sznl also a few pamphlets by my old friend — Mr.J.Hunns (who wrote as "The 01d Dayligh~
texr" — ed,), which appeared in a Norwich raper* in relation to what became of the bones of =
Paine,

Mr,Conway belicved that you knew something of what became of thom. My own impression is,
that they got divided, and so fell into various hands, and that this fact accounts for the
diverse statcments that have been made in regpect of them,

¢esool oObtained the Hair of Paine from Mr,Timothy Ginn, of Green Street, Bothnal Green, in
1879.

Mr.Ginn married Miss Ada Lane, servant to Miss Tilly, a niece of Benjamin Tilly
(close friond and secrotary of Cobbett; and who acquired the bones of Paine - ede)e

That she obtained all MreTilly's belongings...

That I asked for the bones sometimes afterwards...whon I discovered they in Tilly's
possession. I was told that Mrs.Ginn had cleared up the room, and that the bag containing
the bones had been taken away with the rubbish..., Tho explanation of the fact of Mrs.G@inn
letting the bones go out of her possession is...that she was not aware that Ginn had taken

Continued on page 9.
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/_BOOK REVIEWS /

THE NEW PATNE BIOGRAPHY - REVIEWED BY F.A.RIDLEY

Thomas Paine, His Iife, Work and Times by Audrey Villiamson. George Allen
and Unwiin, Moggo

"Of making many books there is no end", wrote, 2000 years ago, an anonymous biblical
author, long before the invention of printing so facilitated book production! This biblical
axiom applies also to the Liographies of Thomas Paine (1737—1809), biblical critic, radical
* reformer, and social theorist. In general, his successive biographies have become more
favourable as time went on, and as the memories cf the bitter controversies in both chuxch
and state, in which Paine was involved, gradually faded away. Since the momimental biography
* of Moncure D. Conway (1892), that may be said to have put Paine on the map, his greatness as
a major figure in both politios and religion, in again both English and cosmopolitan history,
has become generally accepteds only the degrees of importance to be assigned to the various
activities of this versatile man, remain for comparative assessment.

A NEW BIOGRAPHY

A major contribution to this ftndamental reassessment is provided by a new biographys
Thomas Paine, His Life, Work and Times by Audrey Williamson, which presents a very lucid
and comprehensive account of the chequered fortunes and varied viccissitudes of this hexo
of three revolutions, actual revolution in Americea and France, and potential revolution in
Englands where, from the time of its initial publication in 1791-2, down to the Chartist
movement in 1884, Paine's Rights of Man represented the revolutionary handbook for all
advanced movements of their era, Audrey Willlamson gives us interesting facts about Paine
himself and his radical contemporaries — most of whom orossed Paine's path, and of many of
whom, she presents a comprehensive portrait gallery. With regard to Paine himself, she
gives us much critical assessment, plus a good deal of new material, particularly in
connection with his early career as an excise officer in Lewes, Sussexs of this formative
stage in his career she has unearthed much useful material in the local archives. With
regard -to Paine's contemporaries, I confess that I did not know prior to reading this boolk,
that the author of Rights of Man had previously been on friendly terms with his later bittecr
rival Edmund Burkes to the anti-revolutionary polemic of whom, Reflections on the Revoluti.on
in France, Paine's bestselling Rights of Man formed the effective radical rejoinder. Nor (id
* T know prevlously that Maximilian Robespierre had written a moving letter of condolence to
his later arch-rival and most famous victim in the Jacobin texror, on the occasion of the
. latter's domestic bereavement, Not only on Paine himself, but also on his times, and his
" contemporaries, both English and foreign, the biographer has managed to shed a good deal of
new 11ght, no mean feat swely of scholarship at this time and day?

Continued on page 10,

AN INTERESTING IETTER continued from page 8.

‘the bones out of the box (in which Cobbett had them —ed.), and supposed thoy were still
there,

The only othor supposition is, that the Ginns may have disposed of the bones some other
way, and that the explanation given me was only a subterfuge.
George Reynolds.
The original letter is owned by the Thomas Paine Socicty.
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The new Paine biography continued from page 9,

A PERCIPIENT PROPHET

A most important point; one indeed made befores but here reiterated with exceptional
cmphasis, is tho romarkable manner in which this 18th. century writer yet managed to
anticipate ideas due to emerge only long after his times. As is widely known, Paine, in ~
both Rights of Man and some other works, advocated a programme of social reform, old age *
pensions eto. at home, leagues of nations abroad, that did not become visble until the 20th
contury. While in a totally different sphere, Paine's pamphlet on yellow fever, based on _
research in which George Washington participated, proved to be a pionecering effort towards
the scientific trcatment and oventual cure of this then terrible "scourge of God" and of
mane But perhaps, as this biography brings out very aptly, the nost striking ovidence of
Paine's gift for percipient prophecy, is to be found in his second major work, The Age of
Reason, Paine’s counterpart in radical roligion to his Rights of Man in radical politios,
Thomas Paine was a deist, not an atheist, he wrote The Age of Reason in a French prison,
primarily to rescue, what he conceived to be, the sublime god of nature, from the
misrepresentations of his biblical detractors, In the course of this ambitious undertaking,
he managed in the course of his detailed analysis of the biblical documents, to antiocipate
many of the ecritical conclusions later arrived at by biblical scholarship. But he speculated
even furiLer! As his latest biographer aptly demonstrates he anticipated the cosmopolitan
speculations made at the present day about the diffusion of intelligent 1ife throughout the
universe at large in our contemporary space age. Though here, to be sure, he had already
been anticipated by that equally bold earlier heretic and bete noire of orthodoxy, Giordano
Bruno (1548 - 1600).

A HISTORICAL WATERSHED

Actually, Paine represented a kind of historical watershed in relation to three
consecutive revolutions, between radical republicanism and socialism, between radical
roligion and atheism, and between the national revolutions of his own day and the internat-
iomal revolutions of our century. Paine himself at a banquet in Paris, first proposed the
#nast "“the revolution of the world", and thus may be accurately termed the first internationa
wwrolutionary, the forerumer of Marx, Lenin, Trotsky and Che Guevara. It is above all, his ~
wwliowsility that makes Paine a major figure, not only in English but in world history, We
crmct xnow too much about him, and this latest biography adds greatly to our knowledge, on N
the man himself, of his times, and of his contemporaries. e T ~

THOMAS- PATNE, HIS LIFE, WORK AND TIMES by Audrey Williamson

The Thomas Paine Society can supply copies of this
important new work price £4.85 plus postage.
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THOMAS HOLCROFT

o by |
 Audrey Williamson

OF ALL THE RADICAL WRITERS who knew Thomas Paine, the ‘one whose work is among the ‘least
knowm or read:-today, but whose career was the most varied and striking, was Thomas Holorofts
Newmarket stableboy, schoolmaster, actor, playwright, novelist, Paris correspondent for the
Morning Herald, acknowledged mentor of Williem Godwin, victim of the 1794 treason trials and
diarist whose entries for the year 1798 provide a fascinating ricture. of London celebrities,
the frequentors of Debrett's, and rumours sbout Napoleon then freely proliferating about
London.. S ' : K -

All the admirers of Paine must know that Holcroft, with William Godwin and Thomas 'Brand’
Hollis, helped to see Righté of Man through the press while Paine was in Franoce,.and greeted
the arrival of the book from the printers with the historonic and indeed, in its way,
prophetias 'Hey for the New Jerusaleml The Millenium} And peace and. eternal beatitude be umbc
the soul of Thomas Paine!' It is less well kmown that Holorcft, even before Lanthenas .whoss
translation of Part 2 of Rights of Man Borméville published in Paris in 1792, may have K
provided the link between Paine .and Nicolas de Bonneville that ended in Paine's lodging with
tge French editor of Bien Informe for five years, from 179F until his réturn to America in

Holcroft was born in December, 1745, the year of CGulloden; and was thus almost nine years
Paine's junior, Baptised at St.Martin-in-the Field‘s; he was the son of a London shoemaker
of somewhat feckless application to his trade, which ended in his becoming a pedler roaming
the BEnglish countryside, and not helping his fortunes by an enthusiasm for the racecourse.
which he transmitted to his devoted son..'The whole scene was like enchantment', Holoroft
wrote in his Memoirs fifty years later of a visit to Nottingham races in 1756, when as a.boy
of. ten he watched a match between iwo horses, Carddess and Atlas, then considored thé greates:.
since Flying Childers (still famous today in books on racing, and a legend of forty years
before when the boy Holeroft tasted the delights of the Nottingham course)s In 1757, at the
age of under twelve, he entered a stable near Newmarket, to which town his father had been
drawn as by a magnet, and in fact the whole of his Memoirs are devoted to his life there
(he wro?e them virtually on his deathbed, and his life story was -continued by William
Hazlitt *)e - - ‘ ' B

They are of great interest historically to anyone interested in racing and training methods,
especially as in view of Holoroft's eventual fame in totally different directions, they are
little known in racing circles today ('Heavens, they were really tough in those days. I
cannot help wondering what some of our modern horses — or trainers — would think about the
sort of methods used' was a typical comment - from John Oaksey - when I sent a few extracts
to one or two racing writers). : ; .

I+ should be explained the toughness applied to the prolonged hours (begimning at 2-30am
in sunnner) of training horses and thc style of training details, not to cruelty as suchs
indeed Holoroft, who adored horses all his life, paints a picture of stables and trainers
singularly free from bribery and inconsideration, and (a revealing touch from a boy who had
known only the life of the eighteenth century poor) he is more enthusiastic about the meals
and treatment of the 'lads' then are some writers of social consciemce in the pages of
Sporting life today, When he fell from a diffiocult mare he was nursed back to health in the
home of his employer with genulne kindness, -and although he lost his Jjob he soon found an

\
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even more celebrated trainor, under whose guidance he bevame a first—class and valued rider.
Once again his enthusiasm points the changed conditions of his lifes
"Now I was warmly clothed, nay, gorgeously, for I was proud of my new livery,

and never suspected yhat there was disgrace in it I fed voluptously, not a

prince oh earth perhaps with half the appetite, and never—failing relishs and

insteed of being obliged.to drag through the dirt after sluggish, obstinate,

and despised among our animals, I was mounted on the noblest that the earth

‘contains; had him under my care, and was borne by him over hill and dale, far

outstripping the wings of the wind.' : :

In the interim he mentions being briefly at the.stables housing the thirteen. racing horses:
owned by the Duke of Grafton, who was the 'squire' of Paine's home town, the 'rotten borough!
of Thetford, but he gives us no recollections ‘of the young 'Sporting Duke!, afterwards so
maligned by Junius, and owner of the 1810 Dexrby whnner, Whalebone (possibly named, I have = -
sug§es'bed. in my biography of Paine, in commemoration of the notorious Thetford staymaker's
son), . . . : : oo v _

Holoroft, nevertheless, had brains and vision beyond theé:scope of his fellow stabloboys.
While at Newmarket he began to read vorspiously, starting with Gulliver's Travels, and intent
on improving his educetion he went to study in his spare time with & schoolteacher named
Langham, who was also the local maker Of “leather breeches. Langham was sO 4mpressed by his
quickness that he gave him free lessors, and Holcroft soon outstripped his master, Having a .
good treble voice and a feeling for music, he also sang in the. choir at one of Novmarket!s
two churches (this love of music he retained all his life, and as late as 1784 he took the
tenor part in the Handel celebrationa.:at Westminster Abbey).. o S : . :

In many ways, Holeroft was never to expérience again times as happy and, within their
limits, affluent as those at Newmariet, He left in’ 1760 t6 follow his 'rolling stime®
father to London, and perhaps with a sense already of wider and more -literate horizons. He
had begun by being only horsestruck'; he was soon'stagestruck' too, and although for ten
years he scraped a living as a shoemaker and.schoolmaster, by 1770, at the. age .of twenty-
four, he had turned strolling player and was:acting in Dublin with the great veteran actor,
Charles Macklin, whose fame had been partially eclipsed by David Garrick but who lived to
an enormous age, still churming out performances the length and breadth of England and
Ireland, including a celebrated ‘Shylock in The Merchant of Venice. It is estimated that he
was still acting at well over ninetye... - = ST S

Holeroft never made much headway as an actorj as with so many with intellectual interests-
and accomplishments, he was best at characters requiring the assumption of old age or
characteristios outside the sweep of emotion which is always a major factor in carrylug the
really great actor to the top of his profession. But he had taught himself several fordign .

languages and made an expert study, too, of vocal and instrumental music, and it was-through
this that he at last succeeded, in 1776; in getting an’engagement at Drury Tene under
Sheridan's management, at 20&. a week, As many of the plays performed had incidental music,
he was able to sing in the choruses as well as to play very small parts. Only when Sheridan
saw him play a character called Mumngo, was he impressed enough to raise his salary to 25s.

Although Holoroft was obviously already interested in writing for the theatre — before.
Sheridan éngaged him as a ‘actor he had sent a farce (oddly, to Paineites, callrf 'I‘he*Crisis)j'
to Mrs.Sheridan to read < and-his own-years of ‘poverty must have set his mind in politcally
questioning directions, there is little doubt the- association with Richard Brinsley ‘Sheridan
helped to consolidate both Holoroft's radical interests and ambitions ag & dramatiste '
'Sheridan had been drawm to politios long before he started-to write plays!, writes his most.
recent biographers 'and there exist fragments of various political essays which were written
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Anna ST, Ives, in Holcroft's own words, was intended 'to develops (Holeroft's own spell-
ing) certain general principles by exhibiting imaginary characters' and to depict 'the vices
and distresses which are generated by the existing institutions of society's Ibsen oxr Shaw
could not have put it more clearly. Hugh Trevor, a novel in two parts published in 1794 and
1797, continued this doctrinaire philosophy of novel-writing. Crabbe Robinson once wrote
that Holcroft!s novels had been a mental introduction to the reception of Godwints Political
Justice (which; in 1793, could well have béen true of Anna St. Ives).

Holoroft was very active in the Constitutional Society, sitting on its committee and at
one time edifying its members, but also probably much holding up its businesg, with 'a
dissertation on the human mind, which continued until the meeting broke up'.” He shared with,
and indeed perhaps helped to form in Godwin a strong sense of human perfectibilitys and with
Shaw — at least the Shaw of Back to Methuselah — he believed mind was all-important, and
could conquer anything. His mind cast an unconscious shadow on the future in another theatre
direction, for in his play The Deserted Daughter he anticipates Pirandello's moral theme,
in Six Characters in Search of an Author, about a father who encounters his own daughter in
a brothel (J.B.Priestley also used it in his play, Johnson Over Joidan). He also had his
censorship problemss there was a trying bother over the line in Love's Frailties, 'he was
bred to the most useless, and often the most worthless, of all professions, that of a
gentleman', Paine would undoubtedly have relished this.

When,in 1794, the Govermment decided to try and put a stop to the growing revolutionary
societlies and arrested most of Holeroft's associates on a treason charge, Holeroft, knowing
his turn would come; turned the tables of public sympathy by courageously giving himself up.
Thomas Erskine, the great lawyer who had defended Paine in 1792, immediately offered his
services free of charge, and Holcroft in fact was mever brought to trial. He was reledsed
when it became clear to the Govermment (which had been grossly misled by its spies) that
none of the accused could be proved guilty of the charge on any evidence. Holcroft resented
his release without official 'pardon', as it cast a shadow on his name that he had no means
of repudiating, unlike those who had actually been brought into courts and in fact his
political enemies so powerfully attacked his works from then on that eventually he took to
a pseudonym, thus achieving his only play success thereafter. :

Yet although his fortunes were fading he remained bravely in London among his friends,
frequenting Debrett®s (which was virtually a social club as well as booksellers) and
recording in his Diary meetings and comments of considerable interest. His visitors in 1798
included Mrs.Reveley (once courted by Godwin and later a friend to his daughter Mary and
Shelley in Italy) at a musical evening devoted to Mozart and Haydns James Barry the painter
- (whose attractive young self-portrait is in the Tate Gallery close to where I write this)s
and a child pianist prodigy, John Field, who later became famous in Russia as an antecedent
of Chopin in the composing and playing of Nocturnes. Benjamin Disraeli's father (still
calling himself D'Israeli), the painter Richard Wilson, Horne Tooke, Benjamin Franklin,

Sir Joseph Banks, James Boswell ('a pompous egotist, servile, selfish, and cunning') flit
across his canvas, and he pins down Tocke (who twrned his coat twice to desert two former
allies, John Wilkes and Thomas Paine) like a butterfly with a reference to a discussion of
the 'misapplication of his powers, the sacrifice of wisdom and virtue to the pitiful triumph
of the moment' (iMiss Banks also takes tea with Tooke's two natural daughters, living with
him at Wimbledon and known euphemistically as‘'the Misses Hart'), William Sharp, the engrave:
of Romney's portrait of Paine, who had been introduced into the Constitutional Society by
Horne Tooke, is shown to be an eccentric believer in the 'Grand Millenium's 'The earthquake
is still to happen, and the peaceable, even if uninspired, are all to be saved', as Holcroft
puts 1t, 'Last summer he retired to a lonely place....and there he himself had been absolut—
ely favomed with a revelation, communicating to him personally, beyond all doubt, the
revolutions that are immediately to happen', One can imagine what would have been the
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reaction to all thisoghe author of The Age of Reason!

At Debrett's he meets Erskine and records the great lawyer's opinion that ‘it was wrong
to give up agitating the question of reform without doors, i.e. out of the House of Commons.
He had before remarked that the people had lost all ‘spirit, which I denied, and, on this
occasion, reminded him that the leaders of the people had abandoned them in a cowardly
manner, and then had called the people cowards', He adds that Sir Francis Burdett 'is
inquiring into the number of persons imprisoned on ‘suspicion, and their treatment, meaning
to state the particulars to Parliament. Erskine, as a lawyer, has great talents, quick con-
ceptions, acute feelings, and uncommon power over juries, he is far from ranking in the first
class's Which in view of Erskine's offer of his services without fee four years before, seems
Perhaps a little ungrateful.

It is revealing of the rumours besieging London in 1798 that on 26th.July he heard A
'Buonaparte and his whole fleet were taken' (a rumour which proved wishful thinking) and on
14th. December records 'the assassination of Buonaparte the subject at Debrett's!, although
the next day this, too, 'was much questioned at Debrett's'. Among references to other friends
or acquaintances of Painey, he reports on 15th. Novembe?s VJohnson the bookseller sent to the
King's Bench Prison for selling Wakefield's pamphlet',' and also 'Read at Debrettl!s, in the
papers, the manly behaviour of Tone, tried at Dublin, and cast for high treason'. It was the
year of the great Irish rebellion of 1798, in which Paine's friend Lord Edward Fitzgerald
also lost his life, and the Irish question, then as now, persistently obtrudes.

By 1799 his funds were so depleted that he had to sell his fine collection of pictures and
his library (he was a comoisseur of taste in bothy, and his Diary includes the acquisition
of surprising items, such as 'the bible in Welsh " Polish, Danish and Swedish: likewise
Novelle di Salernitano (scarce) and other books'S. The loss of the library cost him bitter
pangs. He left for Hamburg and volungary exile in Burope until 1802. In Paris, as Profossor
Aldridge's researches have recorded, he again met Paine, but in October 1802 he returned to
London, Success eluded him and in 1807 he was forced to sell a new collection of books and
pictures., He died in poverty on 23rd.March 1809, the same year as Paine.

His life had been overshadowed by personal tragedies. The first two of his three wives
died young, and in 1789, the year which should have been a beacon for all lovers of liberty
and equality, his sixteen—year—old eldest son, on some slight family altercation, had run
away with £40 and tried to sail on a vessel to America. His anxious father, ready to forgive
all, had found the ship through police efforts, but as he was descending to the cabin to
fetch his son, the boy threatened to shoot himself if taken. Believing, as most parents
would, this was merely adolescent histrionics, Holoroft had comtinued to descend, only to
hear his son fire the pistol. When he reached him the boy was dead. This tragedy shattered
his life, and for a year he scarcely went out of doors.

=

Franois Place, years later on the death of James Stuart Mill, wrote: 'He was all the time
as much of a bright reasoning man as ever he was, reconciled to his fate, brave and calm to
an extent which I never before witnessed, except in another old friend, Thomas Holcroft, the
dey before and the day of his death's Holoroft, like Sheridan, had known poverty, and like
Sheridan at the end he returned to it. Neither man forgot that it is the poor that must
help the poor. As Holeroft's little Song of Gaffar—Gray has its

'The poor man alone,
When he hears the poor moan,
Of his morsel a morsel will give,
Well-a—-day,.?

It was a philosophy Paibe, too, understood,
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FORGOTTEN PAGES OF ENGLISH POETRY.

The Poetry of the Cbrfesponding Societies.

by A. Nikilyukin.

T The popular pootry oreated in England during the period of the
industrial revolution has, up till now, been not only not studied,

but not even collected. Folklorists and students of English literature
alike have forgotten its existonce. Bourgcois scholars who devote

special research to minor problems of the literature of the eighteenth
and ninetecnth conturics pass over in silence the existence of the poetry
in the popular newspapers and journals, and also in the numerous . pamphlets
and broadsheets issued during the widesprcad democratic movement of the
end of the ecighteenth century and the first decades of the ninectccnth.

The authors of most of the songs, satires, epigrams and other popular
verse are unknown. Some of the songs which persisted among the people,
acquiring numerous variants, have become folk songs. Popular poetry
stands on the line dividing literature from folklore. It played an
important role in the social struggles of the period and exertod a
definite influence on the revolutionary romantic poetry of Shelley and
Byron and is today part of the literary heritnge of the past.

A major contribution to the study of English literature has been made
by the collection of articles "From the History of Democratic Liternture
in England from the¢ Eighteenth to the Twentieth Century", edited by
M. P. Alexcv and published in 1955 (Russian publication. ed.).

O. Kovainitskaya, in an article in the.collection written on the basis
of new material discovercd by her in Leningrad librarics, analyses many
forgotten forms of English satire at the cnd of tho eighteanth century
and the beginning of the ninetecnth.

The present article is written on the basis of the very rich
collection of English democratic periodicals and broadsheets of this
period preserved in the library of the Institute of Marxzism-Leninisn.
This new materizl has hitherto been unknown to historians of Fnglish
literature bOoth in our country and in England itself.

English popular poetry of the period of the industrial revolution
shows a clear division into two periods: the first embraces the popular
poetry of the Corresponding Sociszties of the end of the eighteenth
century, and the second the populor poetry of the tens and twenties of
thehincteenth century.

* * * * *
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The beginning of the Dngllsh worklng-class mqvement goes back to the
nineties of the eighteenth century, 2 period when for the first time in
hlstory there appcared political societies created by the workers and
artisans themselves - the Corresponding Societies: The hlstory of the
‘Engllsh work1ng~class movement during the period of the French Revolutlon
has- for a long time beun subjectod to falsification by bourgeois - :
historians. - Study of this carly period of the workzngbclass movement in
Engl-nd has made it possible to prusent in an historically concrete
manner the development of the poetry of the Corresponding Societlas, as
a rcflection of the Engllsh workers' struggle for their rights.

Popular poetry is found in the perlodlcals publlshed by the 1ead1ng
figures of the Corresponding Socioties in London and the provinces -
Thomas Spence, John Thelwall, Jemes Montgomery znd others. The verses
which appear in their journals - Pig's Meat (1793-95), Politics for the
People (1793-95) - comprise the central core of all the popular democratic
poetry of England of the nineties of the eightzenth century, and are
remarkable for their very pronounced political trend.

The poetry of the Corresponding Societies was influenced to some
extent by old folk songs and the songs of theworkers' trade unions.
Popular poetry was also affected by the many-sidcd influence »f the
literature of enlightcenment, which was widely publlclsed in the
newspapers and journals of the Corresponding Societies. Ixcerpts from
the literature of the age of enlightenment - both English and French ~
and references to it occur in literally every one of their publications.
The publicist literature of the English revolution - Milton's poetry,
Swift's pamphlets, excerpts from Harrnngton s Oceana and from the works
of Paine, Godwin, Priestley, Pricc, Fielding, Boussvau, Voltalre and
Montesquieu ~ was constently boing printed, especially in Plg's Meat.
The majority of the verses and articles were anonymous, or were written
under pseudonyms, since any one of them could have become the object of

..legal proceedings, which happcned in fact on more than one occasion As
‘a result of one of Thelwall's more. "daring" 2rticles printed in No. 8
of Spence's Politics for the People  the editor was taken to-court.
But Spencc used such occurences to popularlse the struggle for freudom
of the press und still further.

The poctry and publicist literature of the Corre: pﬂndlng Socisties
reachad its peak during the years when the ‘revolutionary mo2d of the people
"people was on the upsurge (1793-95). The basic thomes of this demncratic
literature were the wretched condition of the mass of the people and
exposure of the ruling class; the revolution and thepeoplc militants
praise of the American and French rovolutionsg 2 vision of the futures
the events of the democratic movement; and the image of the fighter for
the people's rights. :

The most frequent theme was exposure of the ruling classes and of
the whole state machine of parlizmentary monarchy from a republican
st-ndpoint. The pvets wrote of the rightless condition of the popular
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masses in England ot the end of the cighteenth century, especinlly of

- the urban proletariat.  Here already we see the full variety of the
..genrés of this Jiteratures the solemn ode and the little satirical song

.. .of. the tunm of  '‘Malbrook'y; the parody of the litany and the short’

,catechism for democrats, the verse epistle characteristic of the
-elghteonth century, the satirical fable in the spirit of John Gay, the
biting epigram and the topical impromptu. Satire is particularly

...characteristic of the verse of this cycle. Satirical portraits of the

despotlc monarchy, of the merciless landlord driving the peasant from
the.land, of: the venal parliamentarian, judge: or priest, constantly
‘recur. One of the: finest examples is the 'New Vicar.of Bray'e. The
poet ridiculed political trimming and venality, and in a new and

up-to-date version of the o0ld: sdng created a biting satire on the

. clergy and, in general, on all the lackeys of ®English reaction. For

the new Vicar of Bray was ready even to make friends with foreign

.:~1nvaderss the very thought of Engllsh democrats filled him w1th dreads

When London correspondlng Folks

Set up the Rights of Man,

My anger glow'd like red-hot cawks (a)

- Against -the desp'rate plan. B
- For help: then trembling P-——-t apply'd :

Lest hanged he should be, 4
And I ‘stepped forth, and boldly crled,'

Slrs, wha wants me ? (b)

Whllu drowzng a plcture of the ruin of the people, the poetry of
the Correspondlng Societies was not confined to complaints about their

" hard lot and to. ant1~m111tarlst declarations. High'civic feellng led

the poet to turn from exposure to ravolutlonary protest, to the imnnge

;[of the people militant.

L There were . two wlngs among the emocrats, differing in their view
of the weoy to transform society. - The - journals of Sparice and Thelwall,

. although not . always cosistent, took up a2 revolutionary standpoint on

the qiestion of methods of struggle. The group around Francis Place
‘and William Godwin advocated peaceful 'petitioning' 2s against
revolutlonary agitation. Most of the popular poetry which has come
down to us reflects the former point of view. In 2 number of poems
written ab the end of 1793 and the beginning of 1794 ‘therc appears a
direct call to rebellion. Only the guillotine can cleanse the whole
world of oppressors. ‘A parody on the national anthem, performed at
one of the theatrical shows organised by the Correspondlng Socletles,
ended with the gloriflcatlon of the gulllotlne: :

Long 11ve great guillotlne,
Who shaves the Head so clean’
0f Quecn oxr Kings

-k L ¥ -

(a) A Scots word signifyirg red-hot embers. (Note by BEditor of

Politics for the People).
(b) PoTitics Tor The Peopls. Part 11l. No. 10.
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Whose power,is so great,
That ev'ry Tool of State
Dreadeth his mighty weight.
‘Wonderful Thing e (2)

The gulllotlne is the symbol of the approachlng vengeance of the

people. No wonder the reactionary parodies of The Anti-Jazcobin
“attempted 2t the end of the nineties to blacken this image of democratic
poetry, representing it as incitement of the rabble to bloody debauchery.
We must also include in the popular poetry of the Corresponding Societies
the revolutionary song with thé chorus *"Come rouse to arms !I" which was
sent from the provinces to Thomds Hardy, secxstary of the London
Corrcsponding Society, 2nd which was found among his papers at the time
‘of his-arrest. -In an omended version this song-is still aktributed to
Burns ("Why should we idly waste our prlme‘a."g (b)e Burns's work in
the nincties was closely lirked to the democratic upsurgo in ths country.
Such political, so Rgs os "The Tree of Liberty" dnd "A man's a man for
a' that" prove urns, in essence,; shared the views of the Corresponding
Socict.oes 2nd spoke out in passionate defence of democratic principles.
It is no. accident that it was precisely -the radical-democr:tic press of
the ninetioes that popularised his poetry, ond that the popular verse of

" the begimiing of the nineteunth centuky contained an extensive group of
Scottish songs and verses, using Burns's rythms, melodies and

" peculiarities of style down to direct borrowing of the poetic structure,
of Burns's poetry.

The song wzs the most 'plebian' genre of this type of poetrys it made
'p0331ble a swift and instant responce to all thv events of the dny.
' -k - ¥ F -
(2) A broadsheet of 1793 - "A Cure for National Grievances. Citizen
Guillotine. A New Shaving Machine".

(b) In the text of the song published in the complete works of Burns,
‘ two vorses are omitted, the second and feurth, which expose the
legalised robbery of the people in England, and in which the
ananymous poet calls for the cleansing of the Augean stables of
the Engllsh states
Tho starving wretch who steals for br=ad
But scldom mects compassion,
And sh2ll a crown preserve the hoed,
Of him who robs 2 noation ?
Such partial laws we 211 despiso:
Sev Gallia's bright cexamples
The glorious sight beforc our eyes,
We'll on every tyrant trample. . _
Chorus: Come rouse in arms, ctc.,
Our Juries are a venal pack,
See Justice topsy-turvy;
On Frecedom's cause they've turned a back,
Of Inglishmen unworthy;
The glorious work but once begun,
We'll cleanse the Augean stables
. A moment lost, and we'rs undone,
Come strike while wa zre able.
Chorus: Comc rouse in ~rms, etc.,
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Another constant theme of civic pvetry was the glorification of the
French and American -revolutions, linked to the general theme of
revolution and the people. If the themes of revolutionary retribution
were distinguishing fectures of the poetry of the Corresponding - ° .
Societies, then praise of the great French Revolution was .. -7 - Totte
characteristic of all English democratic literature. The Corresponding
Sociceties undertook the defence of the basic principles of the French T & "
Jacobins and welcomed the Jacobin terror. The Englich democrats,
however, had their own aims in the struggle, their own progromme,
reflecting the strongth and weakness of the English democratic movement.
All attempts at representing the English democtrats as mere imitators of
the French stem from the bourgeios historians' hoary but still practieed
endeavour to fals ify the history of the democratic movement by
explaining it away as a phenomenon not at cll typical of England and due
‘to foreign influence. o : _

. As an example of revolutionary poetry we may mention the "Patriotic
Song" published in the democratic newspaper SHEFEIELD REGISTER by the
young Corresponding Society poet. James MontgBmery. For publishing the
poeny which exposes foreign interventinn against revolutionary Fnynce,
Montgomory was 1mpriaoQPd be court objected in particular to those
words of the song which E& %he fate of Buropean freadom depended on
the vietory of the French Revolution

The democrats of the end of the eighteenth century concisved the
future as a utopian realm of liberty. Typical of this point of view is
Tom Paine's "Tree of Liberty", written during his participation in the
Americ.n Revolution but popular in- the Corrcspondlng Societies and later
in the nineteenth century. A more complete vision of the future
fresdom is expressed in tho song "The Triunmph of Liberty, or the Rights
of Man"; sung to the tune of "Hearts of Oak". The chorus sounds a note
of firm confidence in the final vict@ry of the peorle; the poet vows

that 1(13)»1:1.1‘l g0 on fightlng until oppression has becn driven from the
‘1and

Revolutionary protest and songs of the future renlm of freedom
frequently appear in the poetry of the Corresponding Societics in =
religious form. The true character of this rcligiosity, which had
nothing in common with the official Fnglish Church, becomes clear
when we consider the popular parodies on church litanies printed in
Spenca's papers. There is no doubt about the freethinking, enlightened
teondencies of tLe anti-clerical song-parodies. In contrast to parodies
of the biblical style, we also find elements of 2 new style taking shape
in the songs. Comic over-exageration of the biblical style produced a
gatirical style of its own which in the nineteenth contury more than

once attracted tlhe democrwtlyboet—satlrlst William Hone and many Chartist
poets.

- % o %% o
(a) LOOSE MEAT FOR PIGS - the poctical supplement to the PIG'S MEAT,

published in the form of broadsheets which are the rarest editions
of the popular press in England:
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An important plice in the poetry of the Corresponding Societies is
occupied by songs which paint = picture of the fighting democrat and the
events of the democratic movement. In them we find a reflection of the
peorle's symprthuy for the cuur:geous fighter who, for the szke of the
pecple's cause, suffered imprisonmont, penal scrvitude and denthe There
was a particularly strong recction to the legal proceedings =2gainst the
leaders of the London Cortesponding Society. The names of Thom2s Hardy,
John Horne Taoke, John Thelwall and the playwright Thomas Holcroft
became symbols of the struggle for democratic ideals. The image of the
democrat apypears in relation to concrete events in the struggles of the
Corrcsponding Societies. Side by side with this there are attempts to
croate 2 more gencrclised image of the fighter-democrat and the
poect-denocrat.

The poetry of the Corresponding Societies is a literary trend
distinguished by common ideologiczl and artistic peculinrities. Having
adlapted the ideals of Reason, Light and Liberty, it lends them a
democratic character which is most copgistent for the eightzenth century.
Apart from this, it ropresents a point transition in Fnglish literature
from instructive realism to revolutionary romantieism. Its exposurz of *
the existing political :nd social systom can be classed as enlightencd
realisnm, while its comprehension of contemporary citaclysms nd the
prospects of their outcome is in the spirit of revolutionary romanticism.
In tuis respsct the poetry of the Corresponding Societies is close to the
romontic work of William Blake, whose rebelliocus fantasy is interwoven
with social sxposurc.

The basic genres of Corresponding Society poetry are the prlitical
appeal in song, the solemn ode or hymn, the politiczl fible, the topical
satire and the epigram. The publicist styls of popular poetry also
determined the form of the images: we get frequent personifications of
social and politic2l conceptions (Frecdom, Oppression, Truth, Falsehood,
Pence, Destruction, and so on). Typical of the songs is their mixture of
the old with the new, of traditional literary forms and the living
langucge of the people. In the odes and epistles the style is close to
the literary, rotionnlist language of classierl poetry; in the songs and
epigrams onc often meets simgle colloquizl language close in spirit to
folksong and s:tirical couplets. Folksong — itsghythm and form - had a
very dirsct influence on the democratic postry of the masses.

One of the major poets and publicists of the Corrcsponding Societics
was the fiery orator Joln Thelwall (1764-1834). Thelwall began writing
poetry during the 1780's, when his verse was strongly influsnced by the
style of the Gothic novels. This early poetry 2s yet lncked
revolutionzry fecling. In 1793 Thelwall joined the Loandon Corresponding
Society, and his poetry developed a militant political flavour. The best
collection of his pcems - POLITICAL SONGS (1794) ~ is an outstanding
exzmple of the kind of poctTy we aro studying. They are full of original
revelutionary feeling, though typical of the age of enlighten ment: even
here we find the contradiction between the call to decisive action znd
the ascertion thit the writer's pen is capable of transforming the world,
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which is & peculiarityy of the whole ideology of th: Corresponding
Societies. Thelwzll draws 2 picture of the appropriation of the
country's wealth by the ruling circles,; ond turns to the oppressors
with 2 grim warning: '
But cexse ye flecuting Senaturs
Your country to undo-
Or know woe British San Culottes
Hercafter moy fleece you,
For well we know if tamely thus
We yield our wo»l like drones
Yo will not only fleece our backs,
By Cod you'll pick our bones. (a)

Many of Thelwall's songs and verses were first published in his
TRIBUNE which became the focrl point of the literaty strugsli of the
Corresponding Societies after the political trids of 1794.

Pzins's RICHTS OF MAN :nd Godwin's POLITICAL JUSTICT h~d a
trom.ondous influence on Thelwall's outlook and on the whole idaology of
the Corresp nding Societies. Thelwall owed his understanding of how
the choracter of men was determined by the world around him entirsly to
Godwin. From it Thelwall drew the revolutinsnary conclusion that it was
necess:ry to change tho sccizl conditions of life, thus differing sharply
frem Golwine While popul:rising POLITICAL JUSTICE in his lectures,
Thelwall 2t the same time pointed out its shortcomings, among which he
numbered first and foremost its advocacy of passivity. Thelwall's
politicul lectures, in which he proclaimed the nccessity of Universal
Suffrage and reform of Parliament, Godwin considered dangerous and
incitement to open rebellion. It is not suprising then that after 1794
Godwin left the Londrn Corrasponding Society, because he saw in it a
dangerous similarity to the French Jacobins. Even then, however,
Thelwall continued to defend the more democratic ideas of_POLITICAL

JUSTICE (for example, the critique of private property) from attempts by
reactionaries to blacken this outst=nding thinker.

The poet, publisher =nd publicist James Montgomery (1771-1854) took
an active part in the sogial and political struggles in the provinces
and became cne of the leading members of the Sheffield Corrcsponding
Society. In a hymn written for Sheffield democrats, Montg-mery called
upon them to breck their fetters ond free thomscelves from the oppression
of despotism. The paper which he edited, IRIS, was in fact the organ of
the Sheffield Corresponding Society. Montgomery was twice imprisoned
because of the verse and articles printed in it. It was while in prison
that he wrote his most significant pnetry of the nineties - the verses
which make up the collection PRISON AMUSTMENTS. In one of the finest
poems of this collsction, the satirical "Monologue of a Wagtail", hc
ridiculed the haughty gentry who lived on thgbeople's labour, and
parodied the idealist philosophising of the aristocracy. In the
satirical poems of the collection we can clearly discern the traditional
socixl exposure of the literaturs of enlightenment, which in Montgomery

- K - N - ¥ o

(a) TRIBUEE, No.8. May 2nd. 1795.

»,
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is blended with elements of revolutionary romanticism in a series of

his pantheistic poems, close in many respects to Shelley's cosmic °
lyrics. His drezm of mankind's bright futurc is embodied in allegorical
images of the forces of nature, "light" and "darkness", "good!" and "evil".

The traditions of the politicial songs and satires of the Corresponding
Sociecties were continued in the popular poetry of the beginning of the

_ninctcenth century. Among thé now generation of English democratic poets

there werc many veterans of the strugzle for the rights of the people.
Montgomery, whose most significant crcative period was the first decade

-of the ninsteenth century, depicted the national liberation struggle o

the Swiss people against the Nupoleonic invaders in his poem

"Phe Wandercr of Switzerland" (1306). Anticipating the revolutionary
romantics,; Montgomery daveloped this theme in a militant democratic
manner. His poem soon became zn object of conflict betwe.on the two camps
of English literature. The EDINBURGH REVIEW published a biting article
comparing it with the crude farce of vulgar plays. Byron, who prized
"The Wanderer of Switzerland” highly, spoke out in defence of the
freciomn-loving poetry of the "Bard of Shefficld", contrasting
Montgomery's poem with the mystic ballads of the Loke pocts (2).

Another important poem by Montgomery, "The West Indies" (1809), was

‘devoted, to exposure of the FEnglish colonial system. The new element
‘Montgzomery introduced into English abolitionist literature was his

portrayal of the slaves in revolb, driving a road to fresdom and
hoppiness through revolution. The heroic figure of the negro fighter,
leading the coming rcvolt of ~ll African peovnles, occupied a central
place in the poem and was close in spirit to the ramantic hero of
Byron's poems. Rom-ntic imiges of the risen poople and of the young.
rebel lcader, however, exist side by side with lifeless =21llegories.

The passion:te publicist monologue is intcrwoven with 2 poetic )
didacticism drawn from experionce of the Aescriptive didactic poetry of
the 2ge of enlightcenment.

The ideological side of the pocm is no less contradictory. The poet

- believed that Africa would throw off the yoke of the Buropsan colonisors,
.and dreamed of 2 happy future for the yeople of Africa and the whole

world, However; he rogarded a flowering of science and art and 2

spreading of cnlightenment the prerequisités for this.

The struggle over the poetry and publicist activities of the
Corresponding Societies sharpencd ot the end of the 1790's in
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(a) Byr-n's "English Bards and Scotch Reviewers™ w-s not the only de¢fonco of

: dzfenco of democratic literaturc. A few ye:rs earlier Thelwall had publis!
published his "Reply to the Calumnies, Misrspresent2ti»ns 2nd Liter-ry Porger]
Porgeries cont~ined in the nonymous observations on his Lett.r to tho

Editor of the EDINBURGH REVIEW" (1809), in which he protested angrily against
agceinst the doWITTT posSITIon in literaturc held by the reactionary

Edinburgh critics.
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connection with the slanderosus parodies of The Anti-Jacobine. The

radicel democratic paper BLACK DWARF wrotc in 1823 of how reaction

had feared the establishment of a dirsct link bhetween the

Corresponding Societies and the people. Right up to the period of

Chertism their poetry rasmazined a real waapon in the hands of

democr:ts and evoked the fury of reaction.

' Originally published in Voprosy literatury,No.3,1958,and translated

by M.M. and published in an abridged form in Soviet literature, from
which we reprint it,. .
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/ BOOK REVIEY /

RADICALS, REFORMERS AND SOCIALISTS from the Fabian Biographical Series. Edited by Michael
Katanka with an introduction by Dame Margaret Cole. Charles Knight & Coe, £3.80.

IT WOULD BE POINTLESS to attempt to review the content matter of these pamphlets here
reprinted, for they have been in circulation far too long to require ocritical comment.

It is, though, a pity that the editor could not have added some notes correcting some

of the more obvious errors which appear in certain of the biographies such as, for example,
that Kier Hardie oppossed the 1914-18 War, whoreas in fact he spoke at army recruitment
neetings, details of which have appeared recently in the Socialist Standard.

This book reprints the pamphlets on Hardie, Paine, Burns (John not Robert),Lovett,
Place,Owen and the Webbs, and so has particular value to students of Paine. It 1s, though,
a great pity that the essays on Carlile and Cobbett could not have been included, perhaps
instead of those on Hardie and the Webbs, for they complement that on Paine and would have
given this volume more of a historical balance.

Margaret Cole, current President of the Fabian Society and author of the extremely dull
and long—winded essay on those greatly over-rated figures Sydney and Beatrice Webb which
is reprinted in this volume, contributes an introductory essay mainly concerned with the
story behind the publication of the original serices. The cditor presumably is responsible
for the bibliographies, and here, at least in the case of Paine, we discover some very
glipshod work indeed. Only one specific Paine title is given, the Penguin edition of
Rights of Man, incorrectly given as The Rights of Man. No mention is made of the fact that
the four volume Conway edition of Paine's Works is available only in an expensive German
reprint and is not actually a 'complete collectiont!s Mention is made of the Foner edited
Complete Writings of Thomas Paine, which is by far and away the best collection, but not
of the fact that it was reprinted in 1969 and is still in print. It is absurd to describe,
as the editor does, the Howard Fast edition of The Selected Vork (not Works) of Ton
Paine and Sydney Hook's The Essential Thomas Paine as containing 'all the important works'
of Painc as the former omits not only the highly importent Agrarian Justice bubt all Part 2
of The Age of Rcason, while the latter omits The Age of Reason completely!

To damn by implication early biographies of Painc such as those of Rickman, Sherwin and
Vale is to display ignorance of theoir contents, but the mind fairly boggles when we are
informed quite blandly that Fast's scurrilous diatribe on Painey; Citizen Tom Paine (even
the abbreviated 'Tom' is really an insult) fis also of interest'. We are not told for
what and so I suggest the trash can.

I can only hope the other bibliogrephies were drawn up with more care, but space prohib-
its examination. It is also a pity that no portraits appear, as the original pamphlets
carried one on their covers. Onc also thinks it sad that the book appeared before the
truly splendid new biography of Paine by Audrey Williamson was published. This is essential
reading for all students of Paine and his ideas and influence. Reservations apart,;however,
this is a very welcome book and I look forward to seeing the remaining Fabian biographiocs

in print in due course. RJW.Morrell,



