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SPEECH MADE BY THE MAYORESS OF LEWES
AT THEE OPENING OF THE AGE OF REASON
COMMEMORATIVE EXHIBITION AT ILEWES -
PUBLIC LIBRARY, ON MARCH 8th. 1969.

The speech was to have been given by the Mayor of Lewes, however,
illness prevented him opening the exhibition and the Mayoress kindly
agreed to take his place at very short notice.

This exhibition is serving two purposess one, it marks the commence-
ment of Lewes Library Week, and two, it draws attention to the 175th.
anniversary of the publication of The Age of Reason by Thomas Paine, I
am glad to be here on both these scores, firstly because Lewes is my
home town, and books are my chief plcasures, and sccondly because
Thomas Paine is one of the men for whose work I have great admiration.

Many people have admiration for particular aspects of Paine's views
and work, and many people have admiration for particular parts of his
work but no admiration for any of his views, I like both his views and
his writing.

It was while Painc lived in Lewes that he published his first piece
of argumentative writing. It was a carefully phrasecd appeal to the
reason and humanity of the Members of Parliament, a treatise which
agitated for higher salaries for the Excise men, The authorities
recognised the power of this man's pen - and SACKED HIM!

However, Benjamin Franklin, who was in England as the‘deputy for what
was then the American Colonies, had his attention drawn to Paine's
powerful arguments, and persuaded him to emigrate to America, and I have
no need to stress the results of this, but it can be truly said that
Paine served his apprenticeship to discussion and the written word in
Lewes,

To-day, we in Lewes salute him and acknowledge that his work is still
with us although it is nearly two centuries since Common Sensc and the
Rights of Man were first published.

We salute him as one of the first advocates of Womens Rights and of
old age pensions, as well as for his writing of The Age of Reason, which
proves him a Deist, a becliever in the one God, although this work earned
him an unpopularity which is only now beginning to die out.

Therefore, I thank the Thomas Paine Society for their work, and their
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presence here to-day, which has enabled us to show pride in Paine's
connection with ILewes; and to close, may I quote from Professor
Robertson who expresses so perfectly what I feel about Thomas Paine:-
"To read him (Thomas Paine) is to breathe the very breath
of intellectual rectitude."

and agains:-

"Paine's name will have its due place, not only in our
political but our literary history, as that of a man of
native genius whose prose bears being read beside that of
Burke on a common theme; and who found in sincerity the
secret of a nobler cloquence than his antagonists could
draw from all their stores of literature, or from the
fountains of theirillwill."

LIST OF EXHIBITS IN THE LEWES AGE OF REASON LXHIBITION

Note: The letter B appearing after an exhibit indicates that it comes
from the collection of Christopher Brunel, whilc the letter M
indicates it coming from the collection of R.W.Morrell.

Case 1,

The Age of Reason, Watts,1912. B.
ee  os  ws Pioneer Press, No date (1945-) B,

oo oo o as part of Paine's Theological works, Carlile,London,
1818, B. -
oo .o 0o as part of Paine's Theological Works, Truelove,

London,c.1877. M.

6o ae s Collected Works, in Russian. Moscow,1959. B,

oo ae .o in Swedish. Gefle,1870. B,

) oo ) Part 30 D.I.Ea‘ton,London,l8lle B.
Bill of Indictment against Richard Carlile. Carlile,London 1819, B.
Print of the Palace of Luxemburrg, B.
A Friendly Epistle to the Deists by Edward,Goldney,London,1761. M,
The Ruins by Volney. Freethought Publishing Co,.,1881. M.
Letter to Lord Ellenborough by P.B.Shelley. London,1948. M.
Penalties Upon Opinion by H.B.Bonner. 1913. M.
Common Sense by Thomas Paine, London,1791 (disbound). M,




TPS Bulletin., Spring,1969., ' Page 7.

Casc 2,
Richard Carlile by G.A.Aldred. Glasgow,1941. M.
Thomas Paine .o oo oo o 1942, M,

Some Lewes Men of Note,  Lewes,1927. M.

Thomas Paine-An Investigation by J.M.Robertson., 1900. M.
Manual of Freemasonry by Richard Carlile. No date. M.
.Rights of Man by Thomas Paine (Centenary Edition). 1837. M.
Tom Paine by P.Foster (Playscript 1). 1968, M,

6o oo se es oo Vaudeville Theatre (London) programme,1968. M,
Last Days of a Person...by W.Wait., Bristol,no date. (disbound) B.
Poems by T.C.Rickman. c.1820, B, .
Picture Story & Biography of Thomas Paine by Grace Neff Brett. 1967. B,
Envelope with 40c.Paine stamp (USA) addressed to G.N.Brett. 1968 -

’ First Day Cover. B.

Print of Edmund Burke. M.
Leaflets 175th.anniversary of Rights of Man. Nottingham Exhibition, M.

Case 3.

Letters Addressed to the Inhabitants of Cork re, The Age of Reason by

T.D.Hincks. Cork,1795.disbound, B, :

Answer to Mr.Paine's Age of Reason by Joseph Priestley. 1796. B.

Medallion of J.Priestley in white metal. B.

An lLxamination of the Age of Reason by G.Wakefield. 1794. B.

A Refutation of the A of R. by W.Grisenthwaite. 1825, B.

Apology for the Bible by R.Watson., 3rd.edn.1796. B,

Iife of Thomas Paine by T.C.Rickman. 1819. B.

Part of an Extract of a Reply to the Bishop of ILlandaff (R.Watson) by
Thomas Paine, Nd. B.

Influence of TP in US,England ,France,Germany & S.America. Off-print by
4.0.Aldred.Univ.of N,Carolina,1959. M,

Co-op Party Monthly Letter (Paine article) March,1965, M,

The Aryan Path (India) - article on Paine. Nov.1965, M.

Literary Guide. 95 .o .. September,1956, M,

ld.token of Paine in white metal. B.

2 x ld.tokens of C.J.Fox. B.

3d.token. Tree of Liberty (Spence). B.

oo . Anti-Slavery, oo B.

23 tokens,medallions & medals of Spence,Eaton,Erskine & Gibbs,Sedition,
Pitt,etc. B.

Snuff box showing Lafayette. B.

Medallion of Monroe., B.

Print of C.J.Fox. B.

Print of T.Paine by Kay. B. 8 photographs of tokens,medallions,ete,B,
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Display Boards,
Photograph, Paine statue, Thetford with Michael Foot,MP.etc. B.

oo Print of the Iron Bridge designed by Paine at Sunderland.B.

. Smelling out a Rat by J.Gillray. B

o The Bishop of A Tun's Breeches. 3B. :

oo Mad Tom's first practical Essay of the Rights of Man. B.

Xerox-print. The Roet of the King's Evil by G.Cruikshank,1820, reprinted -
- : 1835. B.

e oo Title-page of The Case of the Officers of Excise, 1793. B. .
oo e Iittle Johnny Rouse-Hell....anon,1831. B.

Watercolour of Lafayette. Watercolour,1959. B.
o0 v 00 T.C.Rickman.l959. B.
Balletin of the TPS, Winter,1967. M.

NOTES CONCERNING A MANUSCRIPT WRITTEN BY
MRS .FITZHERBERT -~ FROM THE
LIBRARY OF THOMAS "CLIO"
RICKMAN,

RECENTLY a member of the TPS resident in Sussex purchased an interesting
manuscript from a Brighton bookseller. The MSS %a in the hand of
Mrs.Fitzherbert and is a copy of OBSERVATIONS ON THE PREVAILING ABUSES
in the British Army arising from the Corruption of Civil Government.
With a proposal to the Officers towards obtaining an addition to their
pay. By An Officer. (Thoma$ Erskihe, lst.Barch Brskind,l750-1823). ~,
The book has the heraldic bookplate of Thos.Clio Rickman and is bound
ih 18+th.century elaborately tooled red morocco, it measures 9% vy Tz
inches. Inserted is a letter dated 19th.November,1842 from S.W,Burgess
presenting the Mss to Mr.Justice Erskine (1788-1864), the fourth son of
Lord Erskine, which states among other things that the MSS had been
purchased "at the sale of "Clio" Rickmans (sic) Effects in 1840."

The text has been collated with the British Museum copy of the book -~
(8287 de 88(2)) and shows a number of variants apart from a few scribal
errors. An inscription on the fly-leaf in Rickman's hand states that
the MSS was "copied from the original by Maria in the year 1783".

Thomas "Clio" Rickman (1761-1834) was a prominent radical reformer,
bookseller and propagandist. He was a close friend of Thomas Paine -
who subscribed to his book of poems - and wrote the first friendly life
of him. Hickman was associated with Whig circles, which included
Erskine, Erskine made a name for himself as a defender of Paine and
other reformers, but later sold out, As'a Favourite of the Prince of
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Wales was appointed attorney-general to him, Mrs.Fitzherbert entered
London society in 1783, her full name being Mary Anne Fitzherbert
(1756-1837), and became associated with the Whigs. She was always
referrecd to as "Maria". Two years later she married "Prinny".

The Revolution in France brought a reaction against reform and Rickman
was threatened with prosecution for selling Paine's works. He went
into hiding aided by Mrs.Fitzherbert. -

The "Maria" referred to familiarly by Rickman on the Mss was manifestly
Mrs.Fitzhcerbert,as a comparison of the handwriting of the manuscript
against that of her extant letters demonstrates. Mrs.Fitzherbert had
her work clegantly bound and presented it to Rickman,

Erskine, who wrote the work copied out by "Maria" had a colourful
career. After much travel he bought a commission in the 2nd.Battalion of
the 1lst.Royal Regiment of Foot and wrote his book as a farewell gesture
on leaving the army in 1%5 (he joined in 1767). Though published
anonymously the work was early rccognised as his and seems to have been
suppressed as it is very rare. The inserted letter mentioned above states
that no copy had ever been offered at auction,

RWM,

- ——

A NEW PAINE PORTRAIT

By Robert W, Morrell,

WHILE IN LEWES for the Age of Reason exhibition I visited the first-
rate bookshop of Eric Blundell in the High Street. Incommon with my
other visits to the shop I did not go away empty handed but added sev-
eral interesting items to my Paine library; one of these is so unusual
that I feel it worthy of a note in the Bulletin.

The book is entitled Issays from the Unseen and is written by A.T.T.P.
The work lacks its title page but a rencil notc on the front ecndpaper
‘provides the information that the author was A.T.T.Peterson and the
place of publication London, the date being 1885. The book consists
of a . number "messages" said to have come from a large number of
famous - and less famous - historical personages long dead, Most of
the"messages" are prefaced by short biographical essays. Five of the
"messages" are said to come from Thomas Paine,

The author of the book certainly approved of Paine and refers to him
as "the leading Spirit of the New Dispensation in the coming Age.,."
The content matter of the"messages" is certainly in direct contrast to
Paine's reasoned essays and it would be as much of a bore ag a waste of
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Space to discuss them here, however, it is certainly worth repeating
the opinion of A.T,.T.P, that Paine was a men who "deserved the
highest praise for having the courage, not only to think; but to
express his thoughts,"

The book has three illustrations, one of which is of Paine. The
illustration is said to be a reproduction of a "spirit" painting
from a bersonage who calls himself "Frecholder" - onec is reminded s
herc of Addison's journal of that name. The introduction to the book
claims the name to be the nom de plume of Benvenuto Cellini (1500~
1571, the Italian sculptor and goldsmith).An inscription undcr the
portrait has the wording "Behold I will send my Angels to Prcpare
the way." Apart from the inscription and the halo appearing around
Paine's head the picture is almost identical in the well-known
reproductions of the lost Romney portrait right down to the quill pen
and manuscripts of Common Sense and Rights of Man on the left as one
looks at a copy.

I suspect that Paine would not have agreed with being called an
"Angel", though when taking into account some of the other things he
was called such a description is innocuous enough. This book has no
value as a historical work, though perhaps spiritualists might think
otherwise; it certainly has value as a Paine curiosity and well worth
a place in any Paine collection if only for its value in this respect
= and, of course, for its odd little portrait. ‘

#2,000 CHALIENGE TO PROFESSOR CATLIN

The following article appeared in The Feeethinker. It gives
some idea of the row that developed over the Paine statue in
Thetford. Professor Catlin lacked the courage to take up +the
challenge.

JOSEPH LEWIS,Secretary of the Thomas Paine Foundation of New York, :
and editor of the magazine Age of Reason, who was responsible for the
erection of statues to Paine in Parmks and New Jersey, has issued a -
public challenge to Professor George E.Gordon Catlin of Whitehall Court,
London, in connection with the Professor's letter in the Eastern Daily
Press on June 1st (1963), Professor Catlin,it will be recalled,deplored
the proposed statue to Paine in his birthplace, Thetford, Norfolk,and
expressed the wish that, "If it is erected, I hope the citizens of
Thetford will have the moral courage to blow it up." He described Paine
as "a plausible but deplorable scoundrel, with whom-most of the Fathers
of the American Revolution declined to associate" and "a foul-mouthed
Continued on-page 21.
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HERBERT CUTNER - 1881-1969

ON THE WALL of my library hangs a fine watercolour painting of Thomas
Paine. Painted in 1920, it was presented to me about three years ago
by. the artist Herbert Cutner and will serve, to me at least, as a
visible and lasting reminder not only of Paine but also of the artist.

Herbert Cutner died aged 88 in February of this year. His death is
a loss not only to art but also to this Society. Cutner was a Founder
Member of the Thomas Paine Society and the first individual to accept
a Vice-Presidency. It was natural that when the Society was first
proposed we should have contacted Herbert Cutner for advice for he was
the author of many published articles supporting, defending and
advocating Paine's ideas, particularly his views on religion, When
Professor Catlin attacked the proposal for a Paine statue at Thetford
it was Cutner who publicised ~° =~ * * +the chhllenge made to the
Professor to publically debate the charges made against Paine. The
challenge had been put out by Joseph Lewis,and he had offecred g2,000
to Catlin if he could substantiate the charges he had made. The
Professor prudently declined. In one of his last letters to me Cutner
had speculated on how Catlin could give support to a statue of Gandhi,
who's political actions had much in common with those of Paine, while
attacking the erection of one of Paine.,

Herbert Cutner's political views were, strangely enough for one who
so strongly supported Paine, very much to the right, indeed, one
obituary has described them as "reactionary". I suspect '~ ., Cutner
would have made the come back to this by claiming that left-wing views
were equally reactionary and little point would be served by debating
the issue. In this respect I call to mind a challenge made to him to
debate a particular political subject, he replied by simply stating he
would maintain one side while his challenger another and thus nothing
‘substantial would be achieved. This reluctance to debate political
matters was, it seemed to me, to be a characteristic of Cutner, however,
he was always willing to debate on religmsus subjects, Politically
Cutner's own description of himself was "a Gladstoneian Liberal", a
description which carries a deep meaning the implications of Wthh light
up several aspects of Cutner's character.

The late G.H.Taylor in his invaluable little work, A Chronology of
British Secularism (1957) gives the number of contrlbutlons Cutner
made to The Freethinker since he commenced his association with that
journal in 1920 until 1957 as 936, The figure perhaps must now be well
over the 1000 mark as he continued to write for the paper long after
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1957.

Cutner was the author of several works and many of these reflected
his support of the Myth Theory, a theory he presented in detail in
his book, Jesus: Man,God or Myth, which was published in the United
States in 1950 and is, as far as I know, still in print. Other works
included Pagan Elements in Christianity (1936), History of Sex Worship
(1940) and What is the Sabbath Day? (1950).

Mention was made at the start of Herbert Cutner the artist, and it
was as a free-lance commercial artist that he made his living. His
speciality was pen and ink work and etching and he used his skill to -
produce Xmas cards for the National Secular Society as well as several
etchings of the late Chapman Cohen, one rather fine signed copy of which
I am happy to own. Cutner's importance as a commercial artist was
recognised when he was invited to write the volume on Commercial Art
in the Teach Yourself Series,

Naturally books interested Herbert Cutner and he assembled a fine
freethought library which included many valuable and scarce titles,
His knowledge of the obscure in freethought literature was really
profound and meny times he helped the present writer out on an obscure
bibliographical point in that particular field., It was most apt that
it was Cutner, representing the Thomas Paine Society, who presented
the superb Ambrose G, Barker Paine Collection, to Thetford Public Library
- the gift of our:member Miss Ella'Twynam.' It is doubtfwl whether
Cutner would have found much common ground with the late Ambrose Barker
— en anarchist, but in his presentation speech he avoided comment,

Herbert Cutner will be missed by many people. His vast knowledge in
the fields he studied was used to good effect in the many controversial
matters he took up, one has only to read his devastating attacks on
spiritualism to gather some idea of how powerful a debater he was,
Likewise when defending the Myth Theory from attack he could hit back
hard - as the late Archibald Robertson discovered, and he was no mean
scholar. Cutner was at his best when under attack, however, it is not
being umkind to voice the opinion that had he been born a few years
earlier he would have been more at home for in reality he was a -
Victorian freethinker of the very best type. We were proud to number
him among our members. R.W.M.

"And he (Paine) deserves to be honored among America's Founding
Fathers for his astute and constriictive statesmanship in helping to
create a united nation."

Professor H.H,Clark.Six New Letters of Thomas
Paine., Wisconsin Uhiversity Press,1939.p.xxxii.
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In Memoriam ‘
JOSEPH ILEWIS - 1889 < 1968

THE TORCH CF FREEDOM which Thomas Paine laid down in 1809 was picked
up and carried forward in a brilliant manner by Joseph Lewis,

Like Paine, he wrote many books on political and religious freedom.
Some of them are: The Ten Commandments; The Bible Unmasked; The Tyranny
of God; In the Name of Humanity; Thomas Paine, Author of the Declarat-
ion of Independences Voltaire: The Incomparable Infidel; Spair-: A
Land Blighted by Religion; Atheism and Other Addresses; Inspiration
and Wisdom from the Vritings of Thomas Paine; The Tragic Patriot;

An Atheist Manifesto; Ingersoll the Magnificent,

He was a major factor in having Thomas Paine placed in the Hall of
Fame and a bronze bust placed therein. He was largely instrumental in
having the United States government issue a postage stamp honoring
Paine., DPaine's battle was in three countries: his native England:
his adopted America; and France, where he received an honorary
citizenship. In all three countries the unstoppable Joseph Lewis
succeeded, despite widespread opposition, in having erected an
imposing monument to his beloved Thomas Paine. He was also working
to place monuments to Thomas Paine in Washington D.C., Phlladelphla,
Pennsylvania and Providence, Rhode Island.

Just as Paine will live forever in the minds of lovers and defenders
of liberty, so the efforts of Joseph Lewis will forever be remembered
by those who wish to honor Thomas Paine by doing something about it,
Both were brilliant men and both devoted themselves so that freedom
might ring throuvghout the world.

Richard Gimbel, Colonel,U.S.A.F,(Retired).

——

Quote from: Thomas Telfo*d by L.T.C.R01t.1959.p.18.,

"Telford (Thomas Telford the engineer) acquired a
copy of the first part of Paine's Rights of Man upon
its publication in 1791, Its instantaneous effect
- upon his thought is revealed in a letter to Andrew
Little. 'I am convinced', he wrote, that the situation
of Great-Britain.,...is yet such that nothing short of some
signal revolution can prevent her sinking into Bankruptcy,.."




Page 14, TPS.Bulletin, Spring 1969.

TEE DISCOVERY OF A NEW, HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT LETTER
BY THOMAS PAINE, AND ITS DIRECT RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

by Joseph Lewis

IT IS EXTREMELY difficult for those living today to realize the critical
- situation which existed in what were then the American colontbes of

Great Britain before July 4th, 1776, The Colonies were in a ferment
regarding the injusticesthey were suffering under British rule, but it
was not until the publication of Thomas Paine's pamphlet, Common Sense, -
- that the people were aroused enough to demand - independence.,

The majority of people, among them Washington,Franklin,Jefferson and
Adams, were ready to suffer the ills of the situation, rather than fly
into confliect with the most powerful nation then on earth, such a
course of action seemed certain to lead to defeat and disaster.

It was left to one man, who conceived this country as an independent
nation, to carry this fight to its ultimate conclusion. It is now
~generally agreed by reputable historians that it was Paine's Common
Sense which lighted the torch of the American Revolution., -

When the pamphlet was first published, its sale was amazing - perhaps
B ousanaz S F e oesy publishine svents in higbory, Thousangs upon
copies were bought by the people may never actually be known. Certain
it is that everybody at that time who could read possessed a copy of
the book. It caused the members of the Continental Congress to pass a
resolution, declaring that "these Colonies are, and of right, ought to
be, free and independent...s."

Paine's admonition in Common Sense is worth quoting here, He wrote:
"To conelude, however strange it may appear to some, or however unwilling
~they may be to think so, matters not, but many strong and striking
reasons may be given to show that nothing can settle our affairs so
expeditiously as an open and determined DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE."

Paine also proposed "that a day be solemnly set apart to proclaim il
the Charter." It was done as he suggested. That day was July 4, 1776.
The greatest day in the history of man's struggle for freedom.

And so. the members of the Continental Congress voted the resolution
to draft the Declaration as Paine suggested. .

The committee appointed to prepare the document was composed of five
men, Benjamin Franklin,Roger Sherman,Robert Livingstone,John Adams and
Richard Henry Lee, who had introduced the resolution in the Continental
Congress. But because of the illness in Lee's family, which necessitated
his return home, Thomas Jefferson was appointed in Lee's place,
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When the pamphlet Common Sense was published, it received high praise
but by no means unanimous acceptance, Its cry for independence provoked
bitter and vigorous opposition, Independence was looked upon with horror,
and was bitterly denounced. There appeared numerous pamphlets and
resolutions opposing independence and seeking some form of redress and
reconciliation with Britain, Had it not been for Thomas Paine and his
unquenchable desire for a Free and Independent nation, it is quite
likely that the United States of America would never have come into
existence,

In order to answer this powerful opposition against independence,Paine
resorted to every literary means at his disposal to answer his critics,

In the first of these pamphlets he signed his name as "The Forester,"
When the situation became more intense and the opposition threatened to
split the country in half, Paine published the now famous pamphlet
entitled, A Dialogue Between the Ghost of General Montgomery, Just
Arrived from Elysian Fields, and an American Delegate,in the Wood near
Philadelphia. This work appeared in late May or early June 1776,

I was so certain that Thomas Paine was the principle character in this
mighty struggle — and because of my deep familiarity with his philosophy
of government and gtyle of writing - that I was convinced without a
. shadow of doubt that Thomas Paine had written the Declaration of
Independence, which he had first proposed for the Colonies in his
pamphlet Common Sense, that I wrote a book, Thomas Paine,The Author of
The Declaration of Independence, to demonstrate it.

In this book I gathered and detailed overwhelming evidence to prove
that the author of Common Sense was also the author of America's Charter
of Freedom, ' :

It was my contention that Paine had prepared the manifesto for the
committee appointed to "draw it up". Thomas Jefferson was selected by
the committee to "prepare" it for an impatient Congress. That Jefferson
"mangled" the document, as characterised by R.H.lee, there is no denying.
When I had finished my book, I thought the evidence so conclusive that I
did not think I should discover additional facts to further lend support
to my thesis. However, I did. I am happy to have found this additional
evidence, which so conclusively and irrefutably proves Paine's direct
connection with the Declaration of Independence, that I am constrained to
make 1t the subject of this special article.

In The Dialogue, Paine argues, with equal emphasis, as he did in
Common Sense, using the dialogue form to answer all questions of those
still in doubt as to our separatlion from the "Mother Country", and the
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establishment of a new hation, In order to understand.the full
significance and importance of this pamphlet, it should be read not only
in its entirety, but in commection " with o and in
association with the Declaration of Independence. It must be remembered
that Paine resorted many times to thls method of the dlalogue narrative
in expressing himself,

In the pamphlet, to express his thoughts, Paine uses the ghost of

Gen.Montgomery, who died in battle, and a Delegate to the Convention,as
characters in these dialogues.

The Delegate, who represents those still in doubt as to what course

the Colonies should take, says to Montgomery:
"But suppose the terms you speak of should be just
and honourable?"
And Paine answers through Montgomery,
"How can you expect these,after the King has proclaimed
you rebels......1 see no offers from Great Britain but
PARDON, The very word is an insult upon our cause,.,...And
from whom do these offers come? From a Royal Criminal?"

Then, again, Paine makes' the Delegate speak, expressing the sentiments
of many sincere and loyal subjects, as Paine wanted no question, no ma-
tter how untenable and insignificant it seemed, unanswered.

Del., "Will our distance and Charter protect us from the
influence of the Crown?®

Gen.Montgomery. "Wour distance will only render your
dangers more imménent and your ruin more irretrievable,"
Del. "Will not a declaration of independence lessen the
number of friends and increase the rage of our enemies?"
Gen. "Your friends,(as you will call them), are too few-
too divided, and too interested to help you."

After asking every possible question and stating every possible object-
ion to Independence, Paine answers each and every one with devastating -
logic, and he concludes w1th his final peremptory remark, when General
Montgomery says:

"But I forbear to argue any further with you. The decree
is finally gone forth; Britain and America are now
distinct empires.ecs.."

The decree, of course, was the Declaration of Independence, How did

Paine know that "the decree is finally gone forth," unless he, himself,
had written it?

This pamphlet seems to have aroused a more determined opposition, and
the Tories threatened a proelamation expressing Their loyalty and devotb-
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ion to the Crown, in a declaration of DEPENDENCE!

This Declaration of the dissenters of New Ynrk did appear shortly
thereafter, and it was signed by nearly 500 of the. most prominent
citizens of that time, which caused the State of New York to hesitate
in falling in line in adopting the Resolution of Independence passed by -
the Continental Congress.

Philadelphia, the cradle of Liberty, also teemed with vast elements
of opposition, The Tories vastly outnumbered the Patriots, and the
Quakers put up the becastwork of religion to avoid supporting the fight
for Independence, until castigated by Paine, in his Epistle to the
Quakers.

Paine took cognizance of the growing and menacing opposition of a
large segment of the population, and sensing the importance of taking
adwtage of every opportunity to inform the people, wrote g letter in
which he used the name "Republicua", just as he used assumed names to
answer the critics of Common Sense. It should always be born in mind
that Common Sense was written anonymgusly.

This letter was written to supplement Paine's Dialogue, in which he
advanced cogent and persuasive arguments pleading for Independence, and
to silence the mounting and dangerous opposition of our intention to
govern ourselves.

It was a la$t minute and final appeal in favour of Independence and
Paine did not mince words in denouncing the opposition., The letter
appeared in the June 29, 1776 issue of the Pennsylvania Evening Post
and until now has never been attributed to Paine, To me the letter
is typical of Paine's writing and I have no hesitation in ascribing
its authorship to him, I quote the letter in full:

Every moment that I reflect on our affairs, the more am I
convinced of the necessity of a formal Declaration of Independence.
Reconciliation is thought of now by none but knaves,fools,and madmen;
and as we cannot offer terms of peace to Great Britain, until, as
other nations have done before us, we agree to call ourselves bysome
name., I shall rejoice to hear the title of the UNITED STATES OF

AMERICA, in order that we may be on a proper footing to negociate a
peace.

Besides, the condition of those brave fellows who have fallen into
the enemies hands as prisoners, and the risk which every man rums,who
bears arms either by land or sea in the American cause, makes g
declaration of independence absolutely necessary, beeause no proper
cartel for an exchange of prisoners can take place while we remain
dependants. It is some Aegree of comfort to a man, taken prisoner,
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That he belongs to some national power, is the subject of some state
that will see after him, Oliver Cromwell would have sent a memorial
as powerful as thunder to any king on earth, who dared to use
prisoners in the menner which ours have been. What is it that we

- have done in this matter? Nothing. We were subjects of Great Britain,
and must not do these things. Shame on your cowardly souls that do
them not! You are not fit to govern. :

Were Britain to make a conquest of America, I would,for my own
part,choose rather to be conquered as an independent state than as
an acknowledged rebel, Some foreign powers might interpose for us in
the first case, but they cammot in the latter, because the law of all
nations is against us. Besides,the foreign European powers will not
be long neutral,and unless we declare an independence,and send
embassies to seek their friendship, Britain will be Beforehand with
us; for the moment that she finds that she cannot make a conquest of
America by her own strength, she will endeavour to make an European
affair of it. Upon the whole we may be benifited byIndependence,but
we cannot be hurt by it, and every man that is against it is a
traitor. 1

REPUBLICUS,™ "’

I urge you to re-read this letter with scrupulous care and I am
confident that you will see, as clearly as I do, not only the unmist-
akeable character of Thomas Paine, but also his inimitable style of
writing and his mode of expression.

This letter was Paine's last warning. Let me quote a pertinent
-paragraph:"Some foreign-power might interpose for us in the first case,
but they cannot in the latter, because the law of nations is against
us." Now, what is the meaning of this statement?

The French fleet was standing by to intercede on our behalf as soon
as we declared ourselves a nation. To come to the aid of a nation is a
different matter from helping a rebellion. One,diplomatically, is
permissible; the other, is an act that could provoke war. As Paine gso
dramatically states, that "the law of nations is againgt us", Without
a Declaration of Independence, France's gesture of help would of nece-
ssity have brought on a conflict with-England - and neither nation was
looking for war with each other.

The French government of the time was anxious, short of war, to vent
her animosity upon England,and was willing to aid the Colonies., Paine
' warned about expecting help without being a nation and stressed the
absolute hecessity of a formel Declaration of Independence. "Time was
of the essemce", and there was not enough of it for another pamphlet,
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Hence the"Republicus" letter. You must become cognizant of these facts,
aware of the existing situation, to fully appreciate the situation and
understand the reason for Paine's statement., Only in this light can
you obtain a proper understanding of the situation existing almost two
centuries ago. Is it any wonder that Paine denounced the opponents of
Independence as "knaves and fools"? :

When yeu consider all the circumstances, you can then understand why
the Continental Congress appointed Paine Secretary of Foreign Affairs.

Is it not strange that if Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of
Independence, that he was not appointed Secretary of Foreign Affalrs?

We can now fully appreciate whyColonel Laurens, when appointed to go
to France to negotiate a loan vitally necessary for Washington's army,
refused to go unless accompanied by Paine, and prompted Laurens to
comment that "Paine knows more about diplomacy than I do".

In this letber we read, as in the original draft of the Declaration
of Independence, the name "The United States of America". To Paine,
also, belongs the credit and honour of having given our nation its name,

If anyone other than Paine had written the letter signed "Republicus",
it is highly unlikely that he would have remained quést during and :
after the revolution. Dont you suppose he would have proudlyidentified
himself as the author of the letter, and claim credit for naming the
new Republic, as Paine did in the second number of The Crisis, when he
said that the "United States of America" will sound as pompously in the
world or in history as the kingdom of Great Britain"?

The historical importance of this letter by Republicus cannot be
overstated.

What has contributed so much to the failure to recognise this letter
as being from the pen of Thomas Paine is the fact that he has been
denied his proper place in American history. Every conceivable slander,
lie, and false accusation to discredit this great patriot has been
heaped upon him, History books have studiously omitted his name and
politicians have avoided association with him, Even presidents, who
quote his immortal words, do not credit him with the quotations they
use,

Nearly all the social legislation and welfare laws of our generation
can be traced directly to him, He is the fowntainhead of modern social
and political philosophy. Why, then, has he been so sadly neglected?
He wrote his great book, The Age of Reason, and religious fanatics have
never ceased to pour hatred and vituperation upon his innocent head,
and yet nearly every modern and enlightened theologian has accepted

| —
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his basic premises.

And equally as important as the previous facts just recorded, is a
letter which I recently discovered, and which, in my considered rpinion,
binds and seals the comnecting link of Paine!s authorship of the
Declaration of Independence., Paine wrote to the Senate nf the United 5
States, asking compensation for the expenses he incurred in his trip to
Europe with Colonel ILaurens, to secure a loan for Washington's struggling

armye. . -

The war is over and the United States of America is now firmly
established. Paine feels shamefully neglected, and, while pleading for
a just reimbursement, he makes this significant statement in g letter
which was written in January 1809 and addressed to the Honourable Senate
of the United States, a few months before his death. In this letter he
writes: "As to my political works, beginning with the pamphlet Common
Sense, published the beginning of January '76, which awakened America to
a declaration of independence as the president and vice-president Both
know as they were works (emphasis mine) dore from principle, I cannot
dishonor that principle by asking any reward for them.,,.." Is there ay
question, in the face of these indisputable facts, that Thomas Paine and
Thomas Paine only, wrote the Declaration of Independence - the greatest
political document proclaiming the Rights of Men in the history of the
human race? : '

You might ask, "Why did not Paine sign the Declaration of Independence?"
The answer is simple. He was not a member of the Continental Congress,
nor an official of the government,

Perhaps it was that Jefferson S0 mangled the document that Paine did
not press his claim with more vigour, or was it because he did not wish
to embarrass the third President of the United States - a close friend
to whom Paine owed more than one debt of gratitude.?

Is 1% any wonder that John Adams; who was upon the scene and knew the .
facts, had to admit that "History will ascribe the American Revolution
to Thomas Paine", and that. "Without the ren of Paine, the sword of
Washington would have been wielded in vain"?9 - '

_No matter how you use it, no matter how you spell it, no matter how
you pronounce it, Thomas Paine and the Declaration of Independence are
synonymous terms,. ‘ o

1. I am indebted to Professor Robert Ginsburg,Dept,.of Philosophy,
- Pennsylvania State College, for calling my attention to the letter.
The letter is printed in J.H.Hazelton's book, The Declaration of

Independenge -~ Its History, without any attribution or note of the
date it appeared in The Pernnawlwania Twroms e Tl
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CHALILENGE TO PROFESSOR CATLIN continued.

rogue",

~

GEORGE _WASHINGTON .

Mr.Lewis charagterises this letter as "abusive" and untrue. George
Washington (he points out) wrote this to-Thomas Paines
Your presence may remind Congress of your past services to
the country; and if it is in my power to impress them,command
my best services with freedom, as they will be rendered cheerfully
by one who entertains a lively semse of the importance of
your works, and who with much pleasure, bribes himself, your
sincere friend...

Mr.,Lewis reminds Professor Catlin that Washington wes President of the
United States and one of the Founding Fathers. "Did a President of the
United States ever write you a letter like that?", Mr.Lewis asks the
Professor, -

THOMAS JEFFERSON.,

Thomas Jefferson, another President of the United States and one of the
Founding Fathers, wrote this to Thomas Paine:
eeol am in.the hopes you will find us returned generally to
gsentiments worthy of former times. In these it will be your
glory to have steadily labored, and with as much effect as
any man living. That you may live long to continue your
useful labors, and to reap their reward in the thankfulness
of nations is my sincere prayere..

"Did & President of the United States ever write you a letter like
that?", Mr.Lewis asks the Professor,

JAMES MONRCE.,

James Monroe, again a President of the United States and a Founding
Father, wrote this of Thomas Paine:
The citizens of the United States cannot look back upon the.’
time of their own revolution without recollecting among the
names of their most distinguished patriots that of Thomas
Paine, Is it necessary for me to tell you how much all your
countrymen, I speak of the great mass of people, are inter-
~ested in your welfare? They have not forgotten the history
of their revolution and the difficult scenes through whicl
they passed... You are considered by them as not only
having rendered important services in owr own Revolution,
but as being, on a more extensive scale, a friend of
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human rights, and a distinguished and able advocate in
favor of public liberty. To the welfare of Thomas Paine,
the Americans are not, nor can they be, indifferente..

Again, Mr.Lewis asks the Professor: "Did a President of the United
States ever write you a letter like that?".

Next, Mr.Lewis cites the resolution of Ihe Congress of the United
States: _

"Resolved: That the early, unsolicited and continued
labors of Mr.Thomas Paine, in explaining and enforcing
‘the principles of the late Revolution, by ingenious and
timely publications upon the nature of liberty and civil
government, have been well received by the citizens of

. these states, and merit the approbation of Congresses."

"Did a governmental body ever pass a resolution like that on your
bekalf?", Mr.Lewis asks.

"It is quite obvious", he goes on, "that you are not wholly acquainted
“with the history of the American Revolution".

He then turns to Professor Catlin's descriptions of Thomas Paine as a
"deplorable scoundrel" and a "foul-mouthed rogue". The dictionary
" definitions are: Scoundrel: "A man without principle, a mean thorough-
going rascal, worthless knave..."; and Rogue: "4 thoroughlydishonest
and unprincipled person; a knave; a trickster...". Thomas Paine is no
longer able to defend himself or to bring action for libel, but, says
Mr.Lewis: - ' o o
~ uT am alive and am assuming the role of Thomas Paine's defender and I
am-going to make you put up or shut up". -

"What act or deed did Thomas Paine commit that caused you to call him
a deplorable scoundrel and a foul-mouthed rogue?"

THE CBALLENGE.

Then comes Mr.Lewis's challenge: : :

I now publically offer you the sum of One Thousand Dollars for
one iota of evidence that Thomas Paine was guilty of taking a
dishonest dollar. I demand proof of this charge.

I now publically offer you an additional One Thousand Dollars
for an iota of evidence that Thomas Paine ever wrote one line
advocating dishonesty or urging angone to commit a dishonest act.

I demand proof of your charges and if you fail to comply with
this demand, you shall go ‘down in history as a companion of the

H
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detestable James Cheetham, the convicted libeller of Thomas Paine.

On the back of the Thomas Paine Foundation letterhead there are some
quotations from Paine's writings, says Mr,Lewis. "Was it any of these
sentiments that caused you to call Thomas Paine a-deplorable scoundrel
and a foul-mouthed rogue? It was Paine himself, who said: 'How easy
it is to find abusive words'." -

"Unless you make a retraction of your utterly outrageous attack upon
Themas Paine, 'one of the best and most useful men who ever lived', I
shall", Mr.Lewis tells Professor Catlin, "when I return to London;
consult a firm of solicitors for advice as to whether the statement in
your letter..."I hope the citizens of Thetford will have the moral
courage to blow it up', is subject to legal prosecution for advocating
violence and the destruction of public property". The words and mode
of expression of your letter are not those of a-"man who professes to
be a member of one of the learned professions",

And Mr,Lewis concludes: "Had enough?" =

—

1. Apparently Professor Catlin had, for apart from suggesting Fleet
Street for the statue he refused to take up the challenge.

".... my maternal great-grandfather, Captain Hill, a British soldier
of yeoman stock, spluttering patriotism and piety with hallowed
fierceness, was fighting radicalism and rebellion in London. The one
heirloom my mgther bequeathed me—his sword, and many a day when 1 played
about her knees she told me with pride how her grandfather had been sent
with a troop to arrest a notable villain and traitor Tom Painc, and how
he angrily drove the sword into -Paine's bed when he found fhat the
ruffian had fled. Paine, secretly warned, did in fact fly ° from
London to France in 1791."
Joseph MeCsbhe Eighty Years a Rebel.Girard,1947.
P.6.

1. (Editorial Note). This claim that Paine fled to France to avoid

- arrest has been questioned. Paine left England to take up his
seat in the French Convention and despite the warning received
from the artist William Blake about the proposal to arrest and
charge him seems to have departed from the country in the normal
manner without any undue haste. It seems possible that the
departure and the plammed arrest coincided by accident thus giving
birth to the notion that Paine fled bthe counlry.




