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THE ANNIVERSARY

THE ¢o0th anniversary of the birth ot Thomas Paine has
come and gone, although further celebrations are planned
to mark tt,

The event passed without official recognition either 1in
the United Kingdon or the United States. Perhaps,
considering the nature of the present government in the
United Kingdom this is understandable, for much of what
Faine aavocated would not tind ravour with a cold and
heartiess regime. But why was 1t ignored 1in the United
States, which Paine did so much to create? He was that
nation's tirst secretary tar toreign attairs, first to use
the nams United States in print, wrote an essay which
dramatically helped to formulate reasons for independence
as well as other works which boosted spirits when they
were low. Vhen a nation deliberately forgats thase it owes
€0 much to then something is radically wrong with such a
state.

But the anniversary was nat forgotten by ordinary folk
througnout the world, as the programme printed in our last
issue demonstrates - and it was not complete, tor other
events have now been notified, not least local meetings in
various places.

From the outset it was the policy of this socliety to
promote jaoint ventures (the state .of our funds made this
eesential whatever else), and such was the case. The was a
success, and we are grateiul to other organisations ror
their cooperation. :

The Lelcester meeting was a splendid success. The historic
main hall of the Secular Hall in Leicester, now normally
used as a dance hall, was packed with.people fram many
parts ot the Midlands (and further arield), to, hear TFS
.Vice-tresident, Tony Benn, give an inspiring talk oh Paine
which related his ideas to the present day. Mr.Benn poured
scorn on the retusal to issue a special stamp to mark the
event by referring to the spacial issues planned for 1987
by the PFost Otrfice, most ot which will mean, and can never
mean, anything to the average United Kingdom citizen. How
many, ror example, have any interest in the Order of the
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Thistle, a useless bauble 1ssued to pander to a tew
privileged and mostly useless individuals. Yet this: junk
1s bhaving not one stampd dedicated to it but a whole set!
But, ot course, Paine was a republican, and this ract
brings to the fore perhaps the real reason r1o0r any
ofticlal tallure to commenorate him - many of his fdeas
ara still political and social dynamite.

Mr.Benn touched on the importance ot republicanism,
stressed the value or tree speech, now increasingly under
threat, and related Paine's ideas ta the present day.

The audience was representative or a wide spectrum of
opinion and the platform party included representatives ot
the Labour Party, trade unions, local council, the
National Secular  Society, the  Kationalist  Press
Association and, or course, our own TPS.

In Nottingham the celebration took the torm ot an
exhibition at the Central Library, a display plannea ta
last two weeks but extended for a turther week. In Alrord,
the local library in cooperation with the TPS and the
local Civic Saociety put on & display which accented
Paine's links with the Lincolnshire town.

For the {future there is a conterence in Shertield and
possibly a meeting and exhibition to be held in Coventry,
to be organised by William Mcllroy, editor or [fne
kreethinker, who lives there. Ve shall circulate mare
intormation on this as it becomes available.

ln  Portugal the anniversary was celebrated with a
conterence at the University ot Minho which had been
organised by TPS member, Protessor Helio 0.Alves. The ibS
was asked by the british Council to suggest an acadum
Speaker tor the conterence and recommended Ur.kdward
Royle, one of our members. His address to the conterence
was titled, "Paine and the lrench Kevolution 1in 1dth
Century England". Protessor Jack P. Green also addressed
the conterence, speaking on “America and the kevolutionary
Vorld of the late lsth Century". There was a commemorative
exhibition, which was otticially opened by the University
Vice-Chancellor. A Paine dinner was aleo held, attenaed by
the speakers, the Vice-Chancellor, two deputy Vice-
Chancellors, the British Consul at Oporto and otner
dignities. FProtessor Alves has has promisea more
particulars and photographs, which we hope to publish in
Qur next issue.
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Our memper, Irving lsrael, reports that the special events
he pruesented 1n  San Francisco were both splendid
successes, particularly the reception accaorded to The Age
or feason presentation. He hopes that something may
develope for future activities, meanwhile, Irving plans
anotuer presentation on June 8 and 9, as well as July 4
and ». These presentations will be for the benefit of the
St.Anthony's Dining kRoom in San Francisco, which reeds the
poor and destitute every single day of the year".

Irving has written a play entitled, "“Thomas Paine is in
the Univers", which 1s being considered tor presentation
by a leading San Francisco theatre.

NEW ROCHELILYE SUCCESS
THE celebration ot Paine's 250th anniversary was organised
1n New Rochelle by the Thomas Paine National Historical
Acssociation at the Beach and Tennis Club on January 29th.
Repgretanly the Guest ot Honour, Sir Richard Attenboraugh,
who 1s to make a tilm ot Paine's lite, was prevented by
1llness Trom attending, and sent the film's script writer,
James butt to stand in.

lhree hundred people attended the dinner, proceeds trom
whicn will go towards the modernisation and extention ot
the [homas Paine Memorial Museum in New Rochelle, and the
rerurbicshment ot his tormer home in the town.

koliowing the dinner the President ot the Thomas Paine
National Historcal Association, Richard B. Tuttle, Jr.,
aadressed  the assembled guests, ™ tollowing which the
Baroque ‘Irio (Mary Helton, <(harsichord), Carl Hane, Jr.
(rlute a bec) and Richard Steuermann (violoncello)
entertained using 18th century instruments. Frances
Sternhagen and Charles Francisco then gave a concert
readiny based upon Paine's writings. James Duff tollaowed.
A mescage trom the President ot the United States praising
Paine was also read out. '
CORRECTIQN
kererence the review of Alex Gardner's boak, Son Jesus and
Big Fkather. We sincerely regret that an incorrect price
tor the book was given along with the wrong address tor
order=z. The price 1s a5 per copy (including postage and
packing) NOT &£2' as given. Orders should be sent to the



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINOTON

January 13, 1987

1 am dellighted to aend greetings to the members of The
Thomas Paine National Historical Assoclation as you celebrate
the 250th anniversary of the birth of your organization's
namesake.

In the bloak December of 1776, Paine wrote, "These sre the
times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sun-
shine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of
their country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love
and thanks of man and woman,*®

Among his many forceful and cogent writinga, it {s perhaps
by these words that Americana best remember Paine. And
with good reason. They provided invaluable inspiration for
the men of the Continental Army at a time when the American
Revolution sesmed (n danger of being crushed.

But Palne did not just talk a good fight. He labored long
and tirelossly to raise funda and equipment for the colonial
forces, even to the point of impoverishing himself, fulfilling
hia own words that, "Those who expect to reap the blessings
of .lreodom must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting
it.

Tom Paine deserves our tribute above all for his eloquent sand
timeleas defense of the value of freedom. In this age in
which some people question whether any value {s worth grest
sacrifice, whethor any ideal is worth fighting for, Paine
reminds us that a freo society is well worth whatever price
musat be peid to schiove and preserva it,

1 commend your Assoclation for keeping alive the spirit of
this great champlon of human freedom, and 1 join you in

henoring him. You have my best wishes for a memorable
celebration,

@M(&sav-

God bleas you.
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author at Henneferstr. 19 B, D-5205 Sankt Augustn 1, Vest
germany.

I'he book has an additional 19 page addenda which, with
an earller addenda, adds a total of 70 pages to its 145,
The new addenda is written in the authors stimulating
style and consists of seven short but connectd essays
under the following headings: Threats ot Son Jesus, Origin
01 the Lord's Prayer, Big Father(s) of Babylonia, A
torerunner of Calvin's juvenile Thought Police, One Hell
0f a good time in Heaven, AIDS - a divine scourge?” and
Psychic phenomena and sub-atomic particles.

This is a book which can be recommended. You may not
agree with some of the author's views on certain subjects,
but they trequently make you think hard.

SMOKER ON PAINE

ON Sunday February 8, National Secular Saciety President,
Barbara Smoker, reviewed the religious press on the BEC
radio programme, Sunday. [ was pleased to hear her take
the opportunity to express with considerable force a
protest at the fallure toissue a Paine commemorative
postage stamp,

WEI.(CCOME

VE warmly welcome the tollowing new members:

Thomas Lybass, 14ba Kensington High Street, London, W8
7RL.

klsie and Sola Valentini, 2 Vest Church Street,
Bordentown, N.J. 08505, USA.

Mre.Jeanne Sheriff, 3 Horse & Groom Cottages, Colton,
Norwich, NR9 5AB.

Normwan  Gittard, 43, Redvales Road, Bury, Greater
Manchester, BLY9 9PT.

William McIlroy, 14 Coundon Road, Coventry, CV1 4AV.

Alex Acneson, 83 South Knighton Road, Leicester LE2 3LS.
Mrs.E. Bachelar, 350, Barkham Road, Wokingham, RG11 4DE.
Mr.J). broome, 238 Denton Lane, Chadderton, Oldham, pLQ 8PE.

Mr.& Mrs. Jack Boddy,36. Station Street, Swafrham, Norfolk,
PR3 THP.

Mr.Mcllroy is editor of The Freethinker.

Eleie and Sola Valentini live in Paine's Bordentown home,
where he had a home trom 1783-1803. They welcome visitors
but arrangements to visit must be made in advance.
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NiwW PUBIL LCATIONS

Protessor Helio 0. Alves has recently published -(1n
Portugese) an interesting paper entitled, Cultural selr-
determination of the urban worker in kngland. Une example:
Sheftield, 1791-1792. The author discusses the concept Of
popular culture and shows how in Shetrield, during the
period mentioned in the title, Paine's intluence help to
create the true beginnings of a popular culture amongst
urban workers.

Essays on Thomas Faine, edited by lan Dyck, will be
published this year by Croom Helm. More particulars when
avallable.

A book of Paine interest is planned by Penguin, | am tola.
No further information presently availlable.

WL, L:TAM COBBEIT1

The William Cobbett Society (17, Arle Close, Alrestora,
S024 9BG), will hold a re-run ot Cobbett's rural ride 1in
the Gloucester area. No date has been tixed yet but 1t
will probably be some time in July.

The logo wused tfor the Lewes (Sussex) Paine 250th
anniversary celebrations.
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e X hibition commemorates 250th anniversary of Thomas Paine

YESTERDAY
(Thursday) was the
250th anniversary of
the birth of Thomas
Paine, an event being
commemorated by
.an  exhibition in

“Alford library this

" 'week. This article
explains the town’s
connections with the
Customs Officer who
later made his mark
in the New World.

by Leslie Hendry

THOMAS Palne was born at Thet-
ford, Norfolk, and educated at the
grammur school there.

On leaving school he intended (0 go 10 sea,
und did m'(uufiy fullow that career for a Wine.
But he married a Dover girl whose futher was an
Eaciss Oflicer Tlus prompted him o upply to
Join the Excise Service. He was uccepted and
sent (o Grantham 10 serve his apprenticeship.

It has bevn known for & very long tune that when
Puine cumpicied this he was posted o Altord, and that
De wis sacked (rom there and lent in rather \n & hurry.
But unul recenty that wis just about all that was
knuwn of this pant of his carver.

Huwever. a lew years ago. & rvtired senior officer of
HM Custums wid Excies. who previously had been
Dased i thuir HQ. 4ot perimission o du research iito I
feourds with & view 1o witing & book about
Paine belure e vmigrated (0 the Americun Colonies

He b Mr Geurge Hindmarsh. who s now Iving at
Purley. Swrvy, and a prominent member of the
Thomas Faine Soclety

Smuggilog

He has spent much lime yoily through the old
docwnents and records and complling the data, which
had buwi really documented in uver 200 years
Wid out that Paine aivived n Alford on
Augus 164 10 Lake up hia official duties as the Excise
Officer for the Alord urea

The whole coustilne and districi wers rile with
Mnukkhing at the tune, cargoes of beandy. wines, pirits
wnd other merchanise of continental ONIN were landed
G the open beachus o wvoid the dulies which wery
payablc ff they wore legitumately landed af the ports

Falie established his office n the Old Winamill
Lan, aod his horse, fur which he received an allowance,
wa Died Lelilnd (he Inn At this tinse the L was a
¥y thalhed roof bullduy. but 1o 1860 1l was
partially demolished, and the Parls retalined werw Ly
Curporated o 1he present structure The third slorey
was added in 1880 when the name was changed 10 the
Windmill Motel

It secms by the evidence Ppruvided Ly the old
records that Tum Puine was 100 effective as an Excise
Offler . and soun full foud of the Jocals, who all regarded
Mnuggling us a legitunate sideline w their agrculiursl
and other interests They much preleried an Excise
Officer who knew when 1o look the other way when the
Slustion required It

S0 they got nd of him on sOme pretext that he was
NOt Chocking dutiable youds property The Excise Board
1 he leN AUuId 00 August 20 1768

50 he was only there for a year and three woeks,
but what happened (o him In that e soems W have
i { his thoughts for his carver If
he had Lewii happy I Alfurd, gut on well with the
Lihabitants of the arvs and stayed here, the subseyusnt
hisiony of America milghit have bean very
Injustice
Thers ls 5o doubt that he was Liyusily dismussed.
The rucords uiwarthed by Mr Husdiuarsh prove it
Further pruof la provided by the tact that when he [}

|

—_—_—

Part of the s xhibition 16 colebeate Bhe Lirth of Thomas Paine

Town salutes
‘the Godfather’

and one day while atwnding a sclentfic lecture in
* Londim he was Introduced (o Beryumin Pranklui, who
was viallig England Franklin told hun of the uppor-
tunitis available Ui the new country, and Palve was
1napl od, and salled In 1774
Mo talent for sxpressing himself i, peunt soon
ensutod him the Job of editing an Influentisl news
paper He becume the close Miend and culleayue of
Frac'flo, Thomas Jeflorson, and Georyge Washuygion,
and oer founding fathers.

He is a hero in

Arerican eyes,

who regard him as ‘the Godfather

of America’

0 London he was reinstated by Wbe Excise Board and
Posted 1o Lewes In Sussex

He served there eMaisnty unill he smigrated to
uum-umnuummmmt.wh-muur\dd
the sense of Liyustice

The vital part played in Paine's career by his
r:‘un‘ W Alford, and the fact that his headyuariers

had been positively 1 d by Mr Hind .
rescarch wis brought 10 the sliention of thy Allord and
District Civic Trust by the Thumas Faine Suclety, who
Nxed the presant Playue 00 the wall of the Windmlll
Hotel The plaque was unveled i an Apprupriate
COrvinuny on Anerican lndependence Day, July ¢, 1w

Thomas Paine was also very Interested in scienos,

His pamphilet “Conunon Sense”, did & grvat deal to

arv sull belig published and have beea trunslated Into
many languages

Tom Paune died o June 8 18w U New York Mis
farubuuse at New Ruchelle, & suberl of New Yurk s
povserved (o this day, and s owied by the Amencan

Palive Soclety, 1t's 8 museum 1o Paliw

He L a herv in Amenican eyss, wik rugard him as
“the Godiather of America ' A recetil (194) baue of
US stwinps bure his purtrait, and hundieds of Asuen
can bouks aid articles have been published abous fum.
And b L 1n U.S. schoul books.

Statue

Not unnaturally, the Briush for a long tune
regarded him s & ralior and did thelr best 1o lorgel
hum His home wwn of Thetford spparently did much
heart searching belore they put up a stalue 1o him

However, as Brii and US have grown closer
logether over the years, he has becuiue  more
sppreciated for his original thoughts on man sid hi

prepare the American Coluties for L , and
the transferitig of their Joyalty from Britain (o the
Unitnl States of America
Museum

Hs was In fact the man who sugpesied that pame
for the new country

He was secretary and nght hand man W Geugs
Washington rnght through the War of 1nd

W the wurld he Lves In, and s someone
l-uyhmukmulymmdlmunn.

Work s procesding on Mr Hundmanh's book on
Palne's carver 1n Eogland as an Kxcise OMeer. and the
“Thomas

chapter enlitled * W Alluid” has been
Quupleted
Mr Hind -hhqulu'uhn‘wluvvmu

and iMerwards was appointed US becrelary for
Voreiyn Aflales, & post he held for thnee years Then lor
& yoar he was clerk tu the Asseiably of Petunayivaiia.
Hy'later wrote his (wo yreat books “The Rights of
Man" and “The Age of Reasun”, wluch 20 yoars latar

Separately published locally as a booklet before the
bouk Ls ready for publicauon

In view of the local itervel that this could weneraly
1 ls hoped Usat thus can be arraiged In due course
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FORMER Labour leader Michael

Foot was In Thettord yesterday
to help celebrate the 250th anni-
versary of the birth of the
town's most famous son,
Thomar [ine.

Joining him at the celebra-
tions for the radical political
pamphleteer, were a host of
other dignitaries, Including
Michuel Uyehara, vice-consul to
the “merican Embassy in
London, and Jean Khalfa,
French consul delegate at Cam-
bridge.

Leader

Tha chairman of the Thomas
Paine Soclety, Christopher
Brunel; the Lord Mayor of Nor-
wich, Jill Miller; Ralph Roe,
chairman of Norfolk County
Councll; and county, district and
town counclliors, also attended
the event organised by Thetford
Labour Party.

Mr Foot led the guests In lay-
Ing posies of remembrance at
the foot of the Thomas Paine
Statue, outside King's House.

Earlier, a tribute to Paine and
thanks to the Thettord Labour

Foot in
Paine
tribute

Party branch for organising the
event from party leader Nell
Kinnock was read at a lunch at
The Historical Thomas Paine
Hotel.

Mr Foot is president of the
Thomas Paine Society which he
sald was producing a book that
would Include Paine's works
and make his ideas better known.

Thetford Labour Party chair-
man, Mary Page, said thoy were
celebrating the birth o/ ' et-
ford's greatest son.

The chairman of tho Maine
soclety said Paines' idu.is had
lived on and were relovant
today. “So much of what he
wrote ls based on principles
which is why his ldeas huve a
lasting quality,” he sald.

PIC—.

Paine dinner to proceed despite

filmmaker Attenborough’s absence

By Irene IL. Bofl
blal Willer

Deapite the lliness of the
schvduled guest of hoaoe, the
Thomus Vuine National
Hustoricu) Associubion will go
uhoud with a dinier Thursday
might W celcbrate the 250Lh
Lirthday of the patriot author of
e Amcnican Hevolulion.

Diner Chairwoman Thea T,
Eichler lcurned Monday that
Nmineker Sir Michurd
Altcnbarough was il and would
nol be able W uitend the dinner
al the Beach and Teams Club
un Duvenport Avenue in New
Hochelle,

Junies Dull, scroenwriter for”

Atlenborough’s planned im
Lascd un the ble of Pune, will
deliver a messago for the aling

Koglish lmmaker.

“Three hundred people have
tickets for the dinner,” said Mrs.
Eichler. “We are sold oul. We
really don't want
o disappoial
anyune.”

Frances
Sternhagen and
Charles
Francuco will
sive a
dramulization
frum the writings
of Thomas Pawne
al the dinner.
Mrs Sternhagen,
an ucliess who
Lves in New Rochelle, has many
screen and sluye credils,
including a perlormance in the

original Brosdway productos of

“On Golden Pond." Fr. ~0 has
porirayed Thomas Paine in a
oe-man show,

The Baroque Trio will
entertan on lBh-century
lnstrumenta.

Proceeds from the dinner will
help plans W moderniae and
expund the Thomas Puide
Memoniud Muscum and W
refurbish the intwrior and
furnnhings of the Thomas Paine
Cottuge, buth on North Aveaue
n New Huchelle.

The buildings occupy part of
& 277-ucre trect given (o Paung
by the state of New York in
gratitude fur his services o Lthe
naton. Pune, whuse *C
bense’ helped ignite Whe
revolutionary spanit in Colonsal
America, bved on Lhe tract —
then a (arm — late Lo bus Life.




Ropert Mmorrell, 1n conversation
Leicester Secular Hall,

FLoltu: oyd nNnaniey.,

Tony Benn, N P, and 1IF> secretary

at

THETHORD FESTIVAL OF LIBERTY

The Festival of Liberty to mark the 2b0th anniversary or

the birth of Thomas Paine will be held 1n Thettord on
Saturday, April 25, at the Carnegie Rooms, Markey Square,
2.30pm till midnight. There 1& ample nearby parking and
Tor those who would like to stay overnight there 15 the
Thomas Paine Hotel. Tickets for the event cost &£2.50.
Ketreshments, including real ale, will be available
throughout the event and various organisations will have
stalls. There will be an exhibition of Paine memorabilia.

The programme will include a concert by Leon Rosselson and
Roy Bailey, 1including several new songs. A ceilidh band -
Stan's Last  Custard. A drama documentary presenting
readings from Paine and other material presented by a
local theatrical company, Michael Foot will participate 1in
this. There will also be singing and dancing.

Tickets will be avilable at the door. lt sounds an exiting
and attractive event - and for those who have not visited
Thettord, Paine's birthplace, it would make part of a
splendid weekend.

THOMAS PAINE AND POPULAR RADICALISM. Shetfield, April 10-
11. Members should have receilved detalls ot this very
interesting conterence. It not contact: Joan Keogh,
Division or Continuing bducation, University ot
sheffield, 85, Vilkinson Street, Shetrtield, 810 2GJ.



e THERETFORID CELERRAT TON

ik 1rony ot the absence ot the editor ot the New
Statesman, and the reasons ror that absence, was not lost
Gn thove commemorating the 2outh anniversary or Thomas
Faine's oirth in Thettord, Nortolk, on January 29.

'ose who were able to attend the celebratory luncheon
LnCluaea the Kt.Hon.Michael hoot, M.P., great advocate ot
Falne ang no stranger to Thetrora, Christopher Brunel, the
Chair ot the Thomas Palne Society; representatives ot the
Unitea states and French embassies; Neal Ascherson of the
Ubserver; Jim Herrick, Editor or the New Humanist; Chad
Unoawin. local expert on Paine's lire and works, and local
aignitaries and councililors. The luncheon was organised by
mempers of the Thetrord Labour Party with the assistance
01 the I'nomas Paine Haotel, which is bullt on the site or
the great’  radical's birthplace, I'he prospective
parilamentary candidate ror South West Norrolk, Councillor
Mary rape, who was in the chalr, read a message Of support
trom Nei. Kinnock, and proposed the toast, “Thomas Paine
and the Kights o Man®,

Christopher Brunel, who, with his tather betore him, has
aone more to keep Thomas Faine's name alivae than almost
anyone wise, accarding to Michael baot, gave a lively
account ot Palne's life and thought, addressing the
assembled company 1n true Painsian style as “Citizens®.
Then Michael Foot spoke eloquently of the achievements and
principles ot “"the greatest exile", quoting trom a welli-
worn copv ot The Rights ot Man. Representatives ot the
United Mtates and France also spoke, recalling the part
Paine haa played 1in their revolutions. So it was an
inspirea and reverent company which made it's way arter
the lun~heon to the statue of Thomas FPaine himselt,
shiminy wrilliantly gold against the clear blue sky. Here
local peopte, including schoal students’ taking part in a
play bas:d on Paine's lite and work. Atter a reading by
Michael ‘oot of passages trom Paine's lite posies ot
rosemary were laid at the basse or the statue 1in
remembrance of a great thinker and a man of action whose
principles are as relevant today as they ever have been.

Al exnioition on Thomss Paine will remain at the town
misieum, wnite Hart Street, until the autumn. A whoie aay

01 celebrations will take place in Thettord on Saturaay,
Aprii 259, :
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A team tfrom Scottish [V filmed some ot the proceedipgs
tor a programme they are planning on Paine and Burke, to
be shawn later this year.
SUE LLOYD
* For overseas readers who might not understana this
comment a word or explanation is called for. The ortices
0r the New Statesman, one ot Britailn's leaalng palitical
weekly papers, were raided by the secret British political
pnlice, the Special Branch, on government 1nstructions

—

X A -~1
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Former Labour leader Michael Foot at the statue of Thomas
Paine.
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! 4' THOMAS PAINE, a man who lived to some purpose,
1

Extended summary of lecture by Christopher Brunel,
Chairman of the Thomas Paine Society, Sunday 25.1.87.

How cun a person, born 250 years ago, have any relevence (0 today 7 In Palne's

day there was no TV, no nuclear weapons

no Marxism, no national health service, But there were King

and other despots, as well as religious bigots. Mrs Victonia Gillick had her 18th

century counterpart in Mrs Hannah Moore. There was grinding poverty alongside
reat riches. As today, Britain was a sociely divided by class. There was imperial-
smi. Ironicully, George YIT treated the American Colonies as badly as Reagan's

USA treats Nicaragua. There was a spirit around of scientitic discovery,

Thomas Paine was born, Thetford, Norfolk, 291h January 1737 into a family of con-
trusts, us well as Into a world of contrasts. His futher, Juseph, was a corset-muker
and a Quuker. His mother, Frances, was Church of England and a fundumentalist
in her religious ideas.

As a young man Paine had listened to a sermon, in which the Minister described
God Almighty acting tike a passionate man, in killing his own son, Jesus. If a.an
ucted like God had, reasoned Paine, he would have been executed; Paine with his’
devilish logic could see no reason why such a sermap should have been preached.

He left home for London, and got a job as a corset-maker, but all the while studying
Philosophy and Astronomy. Science had a great inflluence on him. The analytical
way of the scientist and the questioning way of the nen-conformist came together in
a very potent manner in Thomas Paine.

Paine joined the Excise Service and landed up in Lewes, Sussex, where he was was
an uctive member of the local debating society, the Heudstrong Club. Only as
recently us 1965 a member of the Thomas Paine Society discovercd that Paine had
been elected to the Lewes Town Council, 50 revealing that Paine had a much earlier
insight into details of local government than historians had previously believed. He
became the national spokeman of the grossly underpaid excisemen. Paine wrole
Cuse of the Officers of Excise which was a mild, reasonable plea for his fellow
excisemen. The authorities framed Paine,but his friends helped him 10 escape (o the
security of London,

He attended science lectures in London and these leéd him to Benjamin Franklin,
Franklin was impressed with Paine, und il was through Franklin that Paine landed
in Philadeiphia in November 1774, Opposite his lodglngs hie found a sluve market,
und with his usual devilish Jegic  he wondered how old American colonists
could compluin of their enslavement by England, when they themselves kepl slaves.

Franklin’s letter of recommendation for Paine as a "ingenious, worthy young man"
suggested he might become a clerk, assistant tutor, or-assistant surveyor, but
instead, he blossumed out as a brilliant journalist. For the Peansylvania Magazine
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(tnis was denied but the present English government has
li@a too much for such denials ta be taken seriously),
atter 1t had published information that had embarrassed
the authorities, who were trying to hide a huge amount
they intended to spend from the electorate. It reminds one
ol the Silas Leane attair in which Paine was involved.
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he advocated International arbitration,then a novel idea; he was also the first 10
advocate national and international copyright; first to plead against cruclty to
animals, and against the stupidity of duelling ; first (0 suggest more rational ideas of
marriage and divorce, and (he first to demand justice for women. :

After the bloodshed of the Battles of Lexington and Concord, he condemned Eng-

land for her cruelly to Negro slaves, American Indians and other coloured peuple,

and went on to make the then rather shocking statement: “The Almightx will finally

separate America from Brituin - call it independence or what you will ", His bouk

(f‘gmmon Sense (pub. Jan. 1776) was a revolutionary call for independence in clear,
arceful prose and it lead directly to the Declaration of Independence.

The pen, we often hear, is mightier than the sword - Paine did It both ways. This son
of a Quaker joined the Colonist Army in the Flying Camp (a sor1 of SAS unit), and
he continued as a campaigning writer with his Crisis Papers. George Washington
realised the value of building morale, so he ordcr_ed_miuﬁgjﬂm » Whenever
they came out, (0 be read (o the troops.

In his Life of Thomas Paine, Moncure Daniel Conway, wrote: "not a chord of faith,
or love, or hope was lelt untouched”. But there were trickier tasks for him, und he
went to France to raise funds for the armics. He was successful, and, 500n after his
returts America was declared free and independent... well, almost - not free for the
Negro Slaves. What Conway s0 aplly called the corner-sione of the Declaration of
Independence, a clause draflted by Paine, designed to free the slaves, was vetoed by
tlln: wealthy slave-owners of the South and those Noriherners who supplied the
slaves.

They persuaded Thomas Jefferson to withdraw this clause - they also never forgot
its author, and when it was proposed that Paine should be in Washington'’s first
Cabinet, they saw that thistoo, was stopped; iot_only/fiQ opposed slavery, but he
proposed adult sulfrage - everyone one, lundowner or hol, should have a voie,

Paine took up science again - inventing a smokeless candle,which apparently did not
succeed. To develop America more bridges were needed over rapidly-fowing rivers.
Paine worked on the idea of a single-span iron bridge from bank (0 bank. As the
foundrics in America were not up to It - they had been kept down by Imperial Bri-
tain - he took his desigcvto Paris fn 1787 and then on (o England.A bridge was built
to his design over the Weaur during 1793-6, generally called the Sunderland Bridge.

Paine did not get the credit, no doubt because of his championing of the French
Revolution,

~ In November 1790 Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France was published.
Paine stopped everything Lo reply to this attack on the revolution. Al the Angel lnn
in Llington be started to write the first part of Rights of Mun,

Eighls of Man not only defended the French revolutionaries, but attacked the Brit-
b Monarchy and laid down basic principles of demoucratic government. Organisa-
tions like the Society for Constitutional Information and the London Corresponding
Society took it up and organised numerous editions up and down the country. The
Establishment got worried, when cheap edilions came oul, and when in 1792 Paine
published the second part of Rights of Mun with its call 10 revolution, the Establish-
ment Jaunched jt5 repression against distributors and sellers of the book - and
against its author. There is one other important factor about Rights of Man, Part
I here is an extract *Many a youth comes up to London full of expectations, and
with little or no money, and unless he gets immediate employment he Is already half
undone.... Hunger is not among the postponable wants, and a day, even 8 few hours
In such a condition, Is ofien the crisis of a lifc of ruin.”

No Norman Tebbit to tell them to get on their bikes in the 18th century, but the
basic problem was the same, und Patne propused remedies. He drew up a blueprint
for a wellare scheme with child allowances, old age pensions *not of the nature of a
charity, but of a right”, marriage allowances and limited funeral expense allowance.



The money (o be raised through taxation and cutting down expenditure on the
wonarchy. At this ime Paine began writing The Age of Reason. The book, hailed
by generations of Freethinkers, was wrillen, a5 he puf It, 10 rescue "the theology
that is true® in a period in France when ‘r‘%u %urch and the Priesthood
were under attack.lt may appear strange ( %%ggéis" Ve championed The Ape of
Reason in which he writes very near the opening "1 believe in one God,and no more,
and T hope for happiness beyond this tife". The Age of Reason is anti-clerical, and
anti-superstition, but his motive was to apply science (o purily religion. His Rights
of Man, said Burke, could only be answered by putting him on trial. His Age of ﬁea-
son, attacking that other pillar of the establishment, the Church, was mainly
unswered by smears - stories of his uncouthness and drunkeness.

The only serious reply to The Age of Reason was that of the Rev. Richard Watsor,
Bishop of Llandaff, An Apology for the Bible (1796). Written in a popular style, it
acknowledged Paine’s sincerity and even sometimes agreed with him. But Bishop
Wulso,n spoke of the "Wisdom and Goodness of God in having made both rich »ad
pour *'.

This stung Paine Into replying with his last major work, Agmégmu_cg&pmm
10 Agrarisn l..:nwl and to Aﬁrariun Monaopoly (1797). It was not God, bul civilization,
which had produce th dazding "splendid appearances” and “extremes of
wretchedness”. Rather than nationalise the land, argued Paine, the wealth that the
land and industry created should be taxed, and the money distributed (o cvery one
at 24,601 an annual payment to all at 50.

As Menry Collins wrote in his 1969 introduction to Rights of Man
(Pelican):® Agrarian Justice brought Paine to the threshold of socialism, but it was a
threshold he did not cross.... Paine’s work contributed directly o the pool of ideas
from which modern socialism emerged”

Paine stayed In France until 1802, when he returned (0 America. He continued
writing, and died in New York on 8th June, 1809,

Some years before, he had wrilten to Geots,e Washington about himself - *A share
in two revolutions is living to some purpose”.

Paine did live to some purpose in his lifetime and the value of his work has lived on.
Much is of significance today being based on principle. Pai:}c. as usux\l.r has a nice
turn of phrase on principles, in Apracian Justice he wrote: "An-army of principles
will penetrate where an am.iy of soldiers cannot- it will succeed where diplomatic
management fail - it.is neither the Rhine, the Channel, nor the Ocean, that can
arrest its progress - It will march on-the horizon of the world, and it will conquer”.

THOMAS PAINE .

SOCIETY

43, Eugene Gardens, Nottingham, NG2 3LF. England.



