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Tdk i!')Uth anniversary of the birth or Thomas Paine has 
come and gone, although further celebrations are planned 
to mark it. 
The event passed without official recognition either in 
the United Kingdon or the United States. Perhaps, 
considering the nature of the present government in the 
United Kingdom this is understandable, for much of what 
Paine advocated would not find favour with a cold and 
heartless regime. but why was it ignored in the United 
States, which Paine did so much to create? He was that 
nation's first secretary for foreign affairs, first to use 
the name United States in print, wrote an essay which 
dramatically helped to formulate reasons for independence 
as well as other works which boosted spirits when they 
were low. When a nation deliberately forgets those it owes 
so much to then something is radically wrong with such a 
state. 
But the anniversary was not forgotten by ordinary folk 
throughout the world, as the programme printed in our last 
issue demonstrates - and it was not complete, for other 
events have now been notified, not least local meetings in 
various places. 
From the outset it was the policy of this society to 
promote Joint ventures (the state •of our funds made this 
essential whatever else), and such was the case. The was a 
success, and we are grateful to other organisations for 
their cooperation. 
The Leicester meeting was a splendid success. The historic 
main hall of the Secular Hall in Leicester, now normally 
used as a dance hall, was packed with.people from many 
parts of the Midlands (and further afield), to hear TPS 
Vice-President, Tony Henn, give an inspiring talk oh Paine 
which related his ideas to the present day. Mr.Benn poured 
scorn on the refusal to issue a special stamp to mark the 
event by referring to the special issues planned for 1947 
by the Post Office, most of which will mean, and can never 
mean, anything to the average United Kingdom citizen. How 
many, tor example, have any interest in the Order of the 
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Thistle, a useless bauble issued to pander to a few 
privileged and mostly useless individuals. Yet this junk 
is having not one stampd dedicated to it but a whole set! 
But, of course, Paine was a republican, and this ract 
brings to the fore perhaps the real reason Tor any 
orricial railure to commemorate him - many of his ideas 

are still political and social dynamite. 
Mr.Benn touched on the importance of republicanism. 
stressed the value or tree speech, now increasingly under 
threat, and related Paine's ideas to the present day. 
The audience was representative or a wide spectrum or 
opinion and the plattorm party included representatives at 
the Labour Party, trade unions, local council, the 
National 	Secular 	Society, 	the 	Rationalist 	Press 
Association and, or course, our own TPS. 

In Nottingham the celebration took the !arm of an 
exhibition at the Central Library, a display planned to 
last two weeks but extended for a further week. in Altord, 
the local library in cooperation with the TPS and the 
local Civic Society put on a display which accented 
Paine's links with the Lincolnshire town. 
Par the future there is a conrerence in Sherrield and 
possibly a meeting and exhibition to be held in Coventry, 
to be organised by . William Mcilroy, editor or rile 
Freethinker, who lives there. We shall circulate more 
information on this as it becomes available. 
In Portugal the anniversary was celebrated with a 
conference at the University or Minho which had been 
organised by TPS member, Proressor hello 0. Alves. The IPS 
was asked by the British Council to suggest an academic! 
speaker tar the conierence and recommended Dr.hdward 
Royle, one of our members. His address to the conrerence 
was titled, "Paine and the ',ranch Revolution in lath 
Century England". Professor Jack P. Green also addressed 
the conrerence, speaking on "America and the Revolutionary 
World of the late loth Century". There was a commemorative 
exhibition, which was otticially opened by the University 
Vice-Chancellor. A Paine dinner was also held, attended by 
the speakers, the Vice-Chancellor, two deputy Vice-
Chancellors, the British Consul at Oporto and other 
dignities. Proressor Alves has has promised more 
particulars and photographs, which we hope to publish in 
our next issue. 
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Our member, Irving Israel, reports that the special events 
he pre:,.ented in an Francisco were bath splendid 
successes, particularly the reception accorded to The Age 
or Reason presentation. He hopes that something may 
aevelope for future activities, meanwhile, Irving plans 
another presentation on June l and 9, as well as July 4 
and b. Ttese presentations will be for the benefit of the 
St.Anthony's Dining Room in San Francisco, which feeds the 
poor and destitute every single day of the year". 
Irving has written a play entitled, "Thomas Paine is in 
the Univers", which is being considered for presentation 
by a leading San Francisco theatre. 

N 	 C.) 	L. 
THh ceiebration of Paine's 250th anniversary was organised 
in hew Rochelle by the Thomas Paine National Historical 
Association at the Beach and Tennis Club on January 29th. 
kegretaoly the Guest of Honour, Sir Richard Attenboraugh, 
who is to make a film of Paine's life, was prevented by 
ilines..7; from attending, and sent the film's script writer, 
James puff to stand in. 

Three hundred people attended the dinner, proceeds from 
which will go towards the modernisation and extention of 
the Dumas Paine Memorial Museum in New Rochelle, and the 
returblE'Ament or his former home in the town. 

Following the dinner the President of the Thomas Paine 
National Historcal Association, Richard H. Tuttle, Jr., 
addressed the assembled guests,' following which the 
baroque Trio (Mary Helton, (harsichord), Carl Hane, Jr. 
(I/ate a bec) and Richard Steuermann (violoncello) 
entertained using 18th century instruments. Frances 
Sternhagen and Charles Francisco then gave a concert 
reading based upon Paine's writings. James Duff followed. 
A me'isage tram the President of the United States praising 
Paine was also read out. 

C:201ilaiCe1211AILDL 
Reverence the review of Alex Gardner's book, Son Jesus and 
Big Yelther. We sincerely regret that an incorrect price 
for the book was given along with the wrong address for 
orders. The price is L5 per copy (including postage and 
packing) BUT ,t2' as given. Orders should be sent to the 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 13, 1987 

I am delighted to send greeting. to the members of The 
Thomas Paine National Historical Association as you celebrate 
the 250th anniversary of the birth of your organisation's 
namesake. 

In the bleak December of 1778. Paine wrote. "These are the 
times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sun-
shine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of 
their country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love 
and thanks of man and woman." 

Among his many forceful and cogent writings, it is perhaps 
by these words that Americana beat remember Paine. And 
with good reason. They provided invaluable inspiration for 
the men of the Continental Army at • time when the American 
Revolution seemed In danger of being crushed. 

But Paine did not just talk a good fight. He labored long 
and tirelessly to raise funds and equipment for the colonial 
forces, even to the point of impoverishing himself, fulfilling 
his own words that, "Those who expect to reap the blessings 
of freedom must, like men. undergo the fatigue of supporting 
it.. 

Tom Paine deserves our tribute above all for his eloquent end 
timeless defense of the value of freedom. In this age In 
which some people question whether any value Is worth great 
sacrifice, whether any ideal Is worth fighting for, Paine 
reminds us that a free society is well worth whatever price 
must be paid to achieve and preserve it. 

I commend your Association for keeping alive the spirit of 
this great champion of human freedom, and I join you in 
honoring him. You have my best wishes for a memorable 
celebration. 

God bless you. 

gr"..54). re.s.str- 
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author at Henneferstr. 19 B, D-5205 Sankt Augustn 1, West 
Germany. 

the nook has an additional 19 page addenda which, with 
an earlier addenda, adds a total of 70 pages to its 145. 
The new addenda is written in the authors stimulating 
style and consists of seven short but connectd essays 
under the'following headings: Threats of Son Jesus, Origin 
of the Lord's Prayer, Big Fathercs) of Babylonia, A 
forerunner of Calvin's juvenile Thought Police, One Hell 
of a good time in Heaven, AIDS - a divine scourge? and 
1"sychic phenomena and sub-atomic particles. 

This is a book which can be recommended. You may not 
agree with some of the author's views on certain subjects, 
but they frequently make you think hard. 

,S.111C)PC1=1,12 DN PA I NE 
ON Sunday February 8, National Secular Society President, 
barbara Smoker, reviewed the religious press on the illsC 
radio programme, Sunday. I was pleased to hear her take 
the opportunity to express with considerable force a 
protest at the failure toissue a Paine commemorative 
postage stamp. 

WEL' / ,c7;QM..E: 
WE warmly welcome the following new members: 
Thomas Lybass, 14ba Kensington High Street, London, W8 
7RL. 
Elsie and Sala 	Valentini, 	2 West Church Street, 
Bordentown, N.J. 08505, USA. 
Mrs.Jeanne Sheriff, 3 Horse SI Groom Cottages, Colton, 
Norwich, NR9 5AB. 
Norman 	Giffard, 	43, 	Redvales Road, 	bury, 	Greater 
Manchester, BL9 9PT, 

Mcllroy, 14 Coundon Road, Coventry, CV1 4AW. 
Alex Acneson, 83 South Knighton Road, Leicester LE2 3LS. 
Mrs.E.Bachelor, 350, Barkham Road, Wokingham, RG11 4DE. 
Mr.J.broome, 238 Denton Lane. Chadderton, Oldham, OL9 8PE. 

Mr.& Mrs, Jack Boddy,36, Station Street, Swaffham, Norfolk, 
PE3Y 

Mr.McIlroy is editor of The Freethinker. 
Elsie and Sola Valentini live in Paine's Bordentown home, 
where he had a home from 1763-1603. They welcome visitors 
but arrangements to visit must be made in advance. 
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Professor Helio 0. Alves has recently published •tin 
Portugese) an interesting paper entitled, Cultural selr-
determination of the urban worker in England. One example: 
Sheffield, 1791-1792. The author discusses the concept of 
popular culture and shows how in Sheffield, during the 
period mentioned in the title, Paine's influence help to 
create the true beginnings of a popular culture amongst 

urban workers. 
Essays on Thomas Paine, edited by lan Dyck, will be 
published this year by Croom Helm. More particulars wnen 
available. 
A book of Paine interest is planned by Penguin, I am told. 
No further information presently available. 

WILL  I A M C; 13 :E.' -.1" 
The William Cobbett Society (Vi, Arle Close, Alretora, 
S024 9BG), will hold a re-run of Cobbett's rural ride In 
the Gloucester area. No date has been fixed yet but it 
will probably be soma time in July. 

The logo used for the Lewes (Sussex) Paine 2bUth 
anniversary celebrations. 



d. 9. 

24 Friday 30th January HIV 

Exhibition commemorates 250th anniversary of Thomas Paine 

Town salutes 
`the Godfather' 

YESTERDAY 
(Thursday) was the 
250th anniversary of 
the birth of Thomas 
Paine, an event being 
commemorated by 
an exhibition in 
Alford library this 
week. This article 
explains the town's 
connections with the 
Customs Officer who 
later made his mark 
in the New World. 

by Leslie Hendry 
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He is a hero in American eyes, 
who regard him as 'the Godfather 
of America' 
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FORMER Labour leader Michael 
Foot we in Thetford yesterday 
to help celebrate the 250th anni-
versary of the birth of the 
town's most famous son, 
Thomar evr.ine. 

Joining him at the celebra-
tions for the radical political 
pamphleteer, were a host of 
other dignitaries, including 
Michael Uyeharia, vice-consul to 
the American Embassy in 
Lon Jon, and Jean Khalta, 
French consul delegate at Gam-
in-Wye. 

Leader 
Tha chairmen of the Thomas 

Paine Society, Christopher 
Urunel; the Lord Mayor of Nor-
wich, Jill Miller; Ralph Roe, 
chairmen of Norfolk County 
Council; and county, distnct and 
town councillors, also attended 
the event organised by Thetford 
Labour Party. 

Mr Foot led the guests In lay-
ing posies of remembrance at 
the loot of the Thomas Pains 
Status, outside King's House. 

Earlier, a tribute to Paine and 
thanks to the Thetford Labour 

Foot in 
Paine 

tribute 
Party branch for organising the 
event from party leader Nell 
Kinnock was read at a lunch at 
The Historical Thomas Paine 
Hotel. 

Mr Fool is president of the 
Thomas Paine Society which he 
said was producing a book that 
would include Paine's works 
and make his ideas batter known. 

Thetford Labour Party .chair-
man, Mary Page, said they were 
celebrating the birth Or Y.‘el-
ford's greatest son. 

The chairman of the nein, 
society said Paines' ido -..6 had 
lived on and were relevant 
today. "So much of what he 
wrote Is based on principles 
which is why his Idles hove a 
lasting quality," he said. 
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Paine dinner to proceed despite 
filmmaker Attenborough's absence 
by Irene K. 5.11 
bus wont 

Desesie the Illness 'Otitis 
scheduled guest or honor, the 
Thorns. Naltunal 
I ►istorleal Association will go 
•61...s.J well, a thitiser Thursday 
nicht to rosin ate the *L3Oth 
birthday of the pottuut &ulnae at 
Ina American ttesulutton. 

Inoner Cluorsruntan Thee T. 
Elelauf wet- owl alutollay Wan 
ntiontaler Sir Richard 
AILL ubt.ruusti was ill and would 
POI be able La alleud the dinner 
at the beach and Tennis Club 
on I isseoptai AVOIALIe SA New 
tinchelle 

!wow bud. screenwriter for 
Atlenborough'■ planned Iltm 

hatood we the lily eel Paint. will 
deli vet • message for Um naiad 

Kathie lidminakar. 

"Three hundred people hare 
tie►sta fur the dinner." said Mrs. 
teirldee "We are sold out. We 

really duret want 
tu disappOlat 
anyone." 

Vrancee 
Steritliagee sad 
Charles 
Franciato wtY 
rice ■ 
dramalisatien 
Rum the writings 
ur Thomas Pause 
at the dinner. 

I11 	. 	Mrs Steinhadan, 
AMMIONNOVIII 	at aclteas wile, 
lives la New kocheUe. has teeny 

screen and lisle credits, 
including • performance in Um 

original Broadway prodocuou of 

"On Golden Pond " VILIICLIMX0 has 
portrayed Thomas Pala. le a 
sea-man snow. 

Tb. limey.. Trio will 
entertain un illthoseten 
11101fluAglall. 

Proceeds ?rum the dinner will 
help piano be mutleratae and 
es pried the TilUillk■ I.,,,. 
Mcitiotnd Museum and to 
refurbish the ulterior and 
Airoi►hings of the Thomas Paine 
Culinan e  both on North Meows 
SA New Rochelle. 

The buildings uctupy part of 
a 211•acre tract given to Panes 
by UM slats or New York in 
gratitude fur ties sarylccs 10) Urn 
nauuu. Panic whose "humane 
bestow" helped ignite Use 
rusuluuunary spirit in Colonial 
America. bred on LAS tract —
then a farm — tae le has ifs. 
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Tony Kenn 	M.P. and IS secretary 
Rourt Morrell, in conversation at 
Leicester Secular Mall, 

.4ya 11011AW,. 

tilliTFLORLP Plikirl VAL Oh' L LWAIVTY 
The Festival of Liberty to mark the 2bOth anniversary or 
the birth of Thomas Paine will be held in Thetford on 
Saturday, April 2b, at the Carnegie ROOME, Markey Square. 
2.30pm till midnight. There is ample nearby parking and 
for those who would like to stay overnight there is the 
Thomas Paine Hotel. Tickets for the event cost 42.b0. 
Reireshments, including real ale, will be available 
throughout the event and various organisations will have 
stalls. There will be an exhibition of Paine memorabilia. 

The programme will include a concert by Leon R066016011 and 
Roy Bailey, including several new songs. A ceilidh band -
Stan's Last Custard. A drama documentary presenting 
readings trom Paine and other material presented by u 

local theatrical company, Michael Foot will participate in 
this. There will also be singing and dancing. 

Tickets will be avilable at the door. It sounds an exiting 
and attractive event - and for those who have not visited 
Thetford, Paine's birthplace, it would make part at a 
splendid weekend. 

THOMAS PAINS AMD POPULAR RADICALISM. Sheffield, April 10-
11. Members should have received details at this very 
interesting conference. it not contact: Joan Keogh, 
Division of Continuing hducation,University ot 
Sheffield,o5,W1lkinson Street, Sheffield, 510 2(4. 
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Trih irony of the absence of the editor at the New 
StatemAn, and the reasons for that absence, was not lost 
on thcw.e commemorating the ?.buth anniversary of Thomas 
Paine'G birth in Thettord, Norfolk, on January 2g.t 

ino-ie who were able to attend the celebratory luncheon 
included tne Rt.aon.Michael Foot, M.P., great advocate or 
Name anti no stranger to Thettord, Christopher Brunel, the 
Chair or the Thomas Paine Society; representatives or the. 
United .7;tates and French embassies; Neal Ascherson of the 
Ubserver; Jim Herrick, Editor at the New Humanist; Chad 
Lioonwin. local expert on Paine's life and works, and local 
dignitaries and councillors. The luncheon was organised by 
members at the Thettord Labour Party. with the assistance 
or tho fnomas Paine Hotel, which is built on the site or 
the great radical's birthplace. The prospective 
parliamentary candidate tor South West Norfolk, Councillor 
Mary rele, who was in the chair, read a message of support 
tram heft Kinnock, and proposed the toast, "Thomas Paine 
and the xignts ox Man". 

ClirisTopher Brunel, who, with his lather before him, has 
none more to keep Thomas Paine's name alive than almost 
nnymie according to Michael hoot, gave a lively 
account of Paine's life and thought, addressing the 
assembled company in true Painsian style as "Citizens". 
Then Michael Foot spoke eloquently of the achievements and 
principles or "the greatest exile", quoting from a well-
worn copy of The Rights of Nan. Representatives of the 
United ::traGS and France also spoke, recalling the part 
Paine had played in their revolutions. So it was an 
inspired and reverent company which maae it's way atter 
the luncheon to the statue of Thomas Paine himself, 
snininr brilliantly gold against the clear blue sky. Here 
Local people, including school students' taking part in a 
play based on Paine's lice and work. Attgr a reacting by 
Michael foot of passages trom Paine's life posies of 
rosemary were laid at the basse of the statue in 
remembrance of a great thinker and a man of action whose 
plin.3ipte: are as relevant today as they ever have been. 

An exnioition on Thomas Paine will remain at the town 
museum, unite dart Street, until the autumn. A whole any 
in celebrations will take place in Thetford on Saturday. 
April tb. 
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Former Labour leader Michael Foot at the statue of 
Paine. 

A team from Scottish TV filmed some or the proceedings 
for a programme they are planning on Paine and Burge. to 
he shown later this year. 

SUE LLOYD 
* For overseas readers who might not understand this 
comment a word or explanation is called for. The otrices 
at the New Statesman, one of Britain's leading political 
weekly papers, were raided by the secret British political 
police, the Special branch, on government instructions 
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THOMAS PAINE, * man who lived to some purpose. 

Extended summary of lecture by Christopher Brunel, 
Chairman of the Thomas Paine Society, Sunday 25.1.87. 

How can a person, born 250 years ago. have any relevance to today 7 In Paine's 
day there was no TV, no nuclear weapons 
no Marxism. no national health service. But there were IUnp 
and other despots, as well as religious bigots. Mrs Victoria Gillidt had her 18th 

century counterpart in Mrs Hannah Moore. There was grinding poverty alongside 
great riches. As today, Britain was a society divided by class. There was imperial- 

Ironically, George ra treated the American Colonies as badly as Reagan's 
USA treats Nicaragua. There was a spirit around of scientific discovery. 

Thomas Paine was born, Thetford, Norfolk, 29th January 1737 Into a family of con-
trasts, as well as into • world of contrasts. His father, Joseph, was a corset-maker 
and a Quaker. His mother, Frances, was Church of England and a fundamentalist 
in her religious Ideas. 

As a young man Paine had listened to a sermon, in which the Minister described 
God Almighty acting like a passionate man, in killing his own son, Jesus. U fi.an 
acted like God had, reasoned Paine, he would have been executed; Paine with his' 
devilish logic could see no reason why such a sermon should have been preached. 

He left home for London, and got a job as a corset-maker, but all the while studying 
Philosophy and Astronomy. Science had a great influence on him. The analytical 
way of the scientist and the questioning way of the non-conformist came together in 
a very patent manner in Thomas Paine. 

Paine joined the Excise Service and landed up in Lewes, Sussex, where he was was 
an active member of the local debating society the Headstrong Club. Only as 
recently as 1965 a member of the Thomas Paine Society di  • d that Paine had 
been elected to the Lewes Town Council, so revealing that Paine had a much earlier 
insight into details of local government than historians had previously believed. He 
became the national spokeman of the grossly underpaid excisemen. Paine wrote 
Case of the Officers of Excise  which was a mild, reasonable plea for his fellow 
excisemen. The authorities framed Paine,but his friends helped him to escape to the 
security of London. 

He attended science lectures in London and these led him to Benjamin Franklin. 
Franklin was impressed with Paine, and it was through Franklin that Paine landed 
in Philadelphia in November t774. Opposite his lodgings he found a slave market, 
and with his usual devilish le2Le he wondered how old American colonists 
could complain of their enslavement by England, when they themselves kept slaves. 

Franklin's letter of recommendation for Paine as a "ingenious, worthy young man" 
suggested he might become a clerk, assistant tutor, or assistant surveyor, but 
instead, he blossomed out as a brilliant journalist. For the rennsylvania Magazine 

elm" 
itnis was denied but the present English government has 
Ilea too much for such denials to be taken seriously), 
arcer it had published information that had embarrassed 
the authorities, who were trying to hide a huge amount 

they intended to spend from the electorate. It reminds one 

oi the 611as Wane aiiatr in which Paine was involved. 
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he advocated international arbitration,then a novel idea; he was also the first to 
advocate national and international copyright; first to plead against cruelty to 
animals, and against the stupidity of duelling ; first to suggest more rational ideas of 
marriage and divorce, and the first to demand justice for women. 

After the bloodshed of the Battles of Lexington and Concord, he condemned Eng-
land for her cruelty to Negro slaves, American Indians and other coloured people, 
and went on to make the then rather shocking statement: "The Almighty will finally 
separate America from Britain - call it independence or what you will ". His book 
common Sense (pub. Jan. 1776) was a revolutionary call fur independence ip clear, 
forceful prose and it lead directly to the Declaration of Independence. 

The pen, we often hear, is mightier than the sword - Paine did It both ways. This son 
of a Quaker joined the Colonist Army in the Flying Camp (a sort of SAS unit), and 
be continued as a campaigning writer with his Crisis Killers.  George Washington 
realised the value of building morale, so be ordered the Crisis Pavers , whenever 
they came out, to be read to the troops. 

In his Life of Thomas Paine, Moncure Daniel Conway, wrote: "not a chord of faith, 
or love, or hope was left untouched". But there were trickier tasks for him, and he 
went to France to raise funds for the armies. He was successful, and, soon after his 
return America was declared free and independent... well, almost - not free fur the 
Negro Slaves. What Conway so aptly called the corner-stone of the Declaration of 
Independence, a clause drafted by Paine, designed to free the slaves, was vetoed by 
the wealthy slave-owners of the South and those Northerners who supplied the 
slaves. 

They persuaded Thomas Jefferson to withdraw this clause - they also never forgot 
its author, and when it was proposed that Paine should be in Washington's first 
Cabinet. they saw that this.too, was stopped; ut unl opposed slavery, but As 
proposed adult suffrage everyone one, landowner or not, should have a vote. 

Paine took up science again • Inventing a smokeless candle,which apparently did not 
succeed. To develop America more bndges were needed over rapidly-flowing rivers. 
Paine worked on the idea of a single-span iron bridge from bank to bank. As the 
foundries in America were not up to It - they had been kept down by Imperial Bri-
tain • he took his design to Paris in 1787 and then un to England.A bridge was built 
to his design over the Wear during 1793.6, generally called the Sunderland bridge. 
Paine did not get the credit, no doubt because of his championing of the French 
Revolution. 

In November 1790 Burke's Reflections on the Revolution In France  was published. 
Paine stopped everything to reply to this attack un the revolution. At the Angel Inn 
in Islington be started to write the first part of Rights of Man. 

Rights of Man  not only defended the French revolutionaries, but attacked the Brit-
ish Monarchy and laid down basic principles of democratic government. Organisa-
tions like the Society for Constitutional Information and the London Corresponding 
Society took it up and organised numerous editions up and down the country. The 
Establishment got worried, when cheap editions came out, and when in 1792 Paine 
published the second part of Riehts of Mun  with its call to revolution, the Establish-
ment launched ha repression against distributor:kind sellers of the book • and 
against its author. There is one other important factor about Rights of Man,  Part 
IIt here is an extract "Many a youth comes up to London full of expectations, and 
with little or no money, and unless be gets immediate employment he is already half 
undone.... Hunger is not among the postponable wants, and a day, even a few hours 
In such a condition, is often the crisis of a life of ruin." 

No Norman Tebbit to tell them to get on their bikes in the lfith century, but the 
basic problem was the same, and Paine proposed remedies. lie drew up a blueprint 
for a welfare scheme with child allowances, old age pensions "not of the nature of a 
charity, but of a right", marriage allowances and limited funeral expense allowance. 



The money to be raised through taxation and cutting down expenditure on the 
monarchy. At this lime Paine began writing The Age of Reason. The book, hailed 
by generations of Freethinkers, was written, as he put it, to rescue "the theology 
that is true" In a period in France when ragippaigighurch and the Priesthood • 
were under attack.lt may appear strange OM Mktis 	e championed The A .e of 
Reason in which he writes very near the opening "1 believe in one God,annd more, 
iiRiirfiupe for happiness beyond this life". The Age of Reason is anti-clerical, and 
anti-superstition, but his motive was to apply science to purify religion. His Rights  
of Man, said Burke, could only be answered by pulling him on trial. His Age of Rea-
son, attacking that other pillar of the establishment, the Church, was mainly 
answered by smears - stories of his uncouthness and drunkeness. 

The only serious reply to The Age of Reason was that of the Rev. Richard Watson, 
Bishop of Llandaff, An Apology  for the Bible (1796). Written in a popular style, it 
acknowledged PaineTs sincerity and even sometimes agreed with him. But Bishop 
Watson spoke of the "Wisdom and Goodness of God in having made both rich rad 
pour ". 

This stung Paine Into replying with his last major work, Agrarian Justice Oonelsed 
Lo Agrarian Law, and to Agrarian Monopoly (1797). It was nut God, but civilization, 
which had produced both dazzling 'splendid appearances" and "extremes of 
wretchedness". Rather than nationalise the land, argued Paine, the wealth that the 
land and industry created should be taxed, and the money distributed to every one 
at 21,i,s1 an annual payment to all at 50. 

As Henry Collins wrote in his 1969 introduction to Rights of Man  
(Pelican):"Agrarian Justice  brought Paine to the threshold of socialism, but it was a 
threshold he did not cross.— Paine's work contributed directly to the pool of ideas 
from which modern socialism emerged" 

• 
Paine stayed In France until 1802, when he returned to America. He continued 
writing, and died in New York on 8th June, 1809. 

Some years before, he had written to George Washington about himself "A share 
in two revolutions is living to some purpose". 

Paine did live to some purpose in his lifetime and the value of his work has lived on. 
Much is of significance today being based on principle. Paine, as usual, has a nice 
turn of phrase on principles, in Agrarian Justice he wrote: "An-army of principles 
will penetrate where an army of soldiers cannot- it will succeed where diplomatic 
management fail - it,is neither the Rhine, the Channel, nor the Ocean, that can 
arrest its progress - It will march o•the horizon of the world, and it will conquer". 

THOMAS PAINE 
SOCIETY 

43, Eugene Gardens, Nottingham, NG2 3LF, England. 


