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SOME COMMENTS ON PAINE AND HIS TIMES

(Arising out of the last
TPS Bulletin, Summer 1977)

Audrey Williamson

AS ONE OF Paine's biographers who did point out not only the dangers of the
Excise service through public dislike and evasion of the duties (in partic-
ular the tea duties), and also the importance of Painet!s contimed associa~
tion with George Lewis Scott in showing his dismissal was not considered as
on serious grounds, I welcome George Hindmarch's article and most valuable
further discoveries. They support my own thedry, based also upon research
into the Lewes parish records and the New Shoreham by=election of 1770,
that Painets political and soclological attitudes were already well-formed
before he went to America, The revelation of the widespread and semidficial
nature of his attempts & Excise reform reinforces this. The evidence is
partly circumstantial, but 1 am sure Mro Hindmarch is right in his. general
thesis, .

I would disagree with him to some extent on the nature of the English 80
«called "mob® riots of the 18th. century, Hogarth is not a reliable reflec-
tor, for his was, like Dr,Jjohnson's, 8 highly conservative and pro-establi-
shment political point of view, as his savage anti<{{lkes cartoons demonst-
rate, Paine would have got a far fairer view of the North Briton controversy
from the local Lewes journsl, and must have been personally associated with
Wilkes! lgayer, Sergeant Glynn, in the New Shoreham election. It 15 even
possible he met Wilkes when Wilkes was received with enthusiasm in Lewes
on his tour the sgme yeer, More research, I believe, is still possible here
into Painets English life generally,

As for the Gordon Riots of 1780, the exhaustive researches of  Professor
George Rude {Paris and London in the 18th, Century: Studies in Popular Pro-
gest) have demonstrated clearly that these were not only anti=Catholic but
‘also political, No lives were taken by the rioters, amd some of the houses
‘burnt_were those of ‘politically-disliked non-Catholics such as Lord Mensf=

feld. The burning of Newgate was at least partly to release political pria-
oners. Dickens' description in Barmaby Rudge of the “sober workmen®  drasn
into the riots was therefers a true one; and Wilkes, as a magistrate, in
helping to put them down lost the support of a mmber of City aldermen who
were politically involved.

One reason for anti<Catholic feeling was the proposed Catholic ReliefBfll,
in granting civil rights, would make Catholics eligible for th» amy, thus
helping to prolong the now unpopular American War. There was also the usual
resentment against poor Irish emigrants undercutting wages.
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James Betka in his review of Eric Foner's book, P

bary America, 1s equally wrong in suggesting Hogarth'!s notorious Gin
{1lustrates the 1ife of London's ‘*Everyman,' The dregs of the poor, especi-
ally as depicted by the cartoonist, are never representative of the main
body even of a working class, and the Weavers, tailors and other artisans
who formed committees. throughout the 18th century were, like Paine's Excise
petitions, part of incipient trade unfonism, and their protest not  always
as riotous as the government liked to present, -

There is st1ll mch that might be learned about influences on Paine while
in London as well as Lewes, but Professor Betka's theory that Paine was la=
rgely repeating (or indeed had read) the many sources among political write
ers he mentions seems to me untenable, and certainly umproved, He denfed
reading even Locke, and his own style in general is very different from that
of the North Briton, whose scurrilous tone he probably did know well, Basi-
cally, although he makes mistakes on the English radical movement (naming
Major Cartwright as the most "revolutionary® of its exponernts and not seem=
irg avware of the far more radical Dr.John Jebb), and overstates the case
of Paine's artisan connections as opposed to his middle class ones,I bdmve
Professor Foner §s right ghat Paine did forge a literary style direct enou-
gh to reach the people, both American am English, in a way hMs political
theorist or satirist predecessors had never done, some cartoonists ec epted
The proof 1s not only the widespread sale and influence of Coomon Sense,but
the may Rights of Man, far more than the warks of any other 18th century
writer, penetrated the London revolutionary societies, including the waking~
class London Corresponding Society, and the later Chartist movement,

The point is Pafne was a born nriter, with the clarity of expression and
plcturesque grasp of imagery missing from most writers of political and ec~
oomic theory, and I suspect Professor Betka's own prose and economic anale-
yses would have been largely unintelligible to him,

Of course it {s true that any writer, in particular a political vwriter,
assimilates and reflects the fdeas current in his time; and the {nfluence
of those in the 18th certury, as I have often pointed out, reached right
back to the Levellers and English deists, as well as the French
Paine's originality in presenting and developing these ideas, with practiel
suggestions as to their fuplezentation, and imaginative us of languags,still
reasatn,

It 18 a pity 1f Professor Betka's review of same of Foner's thearies pre~
vents Patneftes from reading Fonerts book, for it does, for the English re~
ader, present many 1little-known facta about Paine's Philadelphia associctes
and enviromert thet could not but have had same influence on his attitude
and American writings, The references to Paine, as Professor Betka points
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out, hardly justify his prominent positicn in the book's title, but Erik
Foner has presented an interesting, well-researched socfal bacftgrwm piet=
ure which cannot be fgnored in Painet's development, any more than his Erngl~-
fsh backgrounds can be fgnored,

Professor Betka himself makes an often-repested but quite unprovable
assumption when he says only Paine's"English enemies” called him "Tom,."*Late
in the 19th century, a British socialist woriman objected to the dimimtive
as deliberately downgeading Paine's status as man and writer, and Smis seems
to have started this myth; but there is evidence at least some friends In
his own time used *Tan® effectionately, and indeed it is inconceivable that
anyone christened Thomas, at any period in this country,could avoid this,

As my own book on the Pre-Raphaclites, reviewed in the same fssue of the
Bulletin, points out, although Paine's works seem to have by-passed later
middle class soclalist witers s@ch as Ruskin and Carlyle,and Williem Morris
showed no particular ewareness of him, some knowledge of Painet's works pro-
bably reached Morris in the end, through old Chartists who attended his
lectures at working class meetings, and through Walter Crane, his Kelmscott
Press assistant. Crane had been an apprentice of the Chartist engraver,W.J.
Linton, who in 1842 wrote a brief 1life of Palne.

1 cannot agree with J.A,Hadwick that Morris was essentially a "middle=cl=
ass® socialist: his Marxist dedication was total and he associated with
working-class socialists on their own level, in a way that divided hin fram
the Fabians and other intellectuals in the rising Lebour movement. Dr.E.P,
Thompson and Morris' latest Marxist bfographer, Jack Lindsay, as well as
associates of Morris at the time, make this quite clear.

I hope, too, Miss Hadwick in her genercus revier of oy book does not rea-
11y intend to suggest that I maintain the Pre-Raphaelite mid-Victorian rev-
olt was the first in the world of art. Both my book on Paine and this new
one, Artists and Writers in Revolt, mention Blake's radical rebellion. He
was, of course, a major influence on the Pre-Raphaelites, who did mich to
revive his reputation, as they also revived that of Keats,

Finally, Gardon Hoile is wrong to perpetuate the legend that Paine "fled"
from England in September, 1792, and was thereafter offered the Calals dep~-
utyship in the new French Corwention, In fact, as Rickman's biogreply and
French evidence make clear, Paine was offered four deputyships, of which he
chose Calais, and the French govermmert representative Audibert ceme over
to England to accompany him, There is no indicetion at all that these dfers
were made to help Paine avoid the December trial; in fact the French distre
fcts also voted deputyships to Dr.Joseph Priestley and other known foreign
sympathisers with the Revolution, It does appear the English police agents
got wind of Paine's fntended departure and naturally tried to stop him;they
turned up at Rickmants house after he had gone,
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As I remsrked in my biography, Paine, confronted with the French offers,
made a sensible choice in accepting in all the circumstances, There 1s no
evidence at all that he would otherwise have attempted to avoid the trial;
and indeed later he expressed doubts about the wisdam of his decision, far
it did ultimately affect his reputation in England,

With regard to Paine's fmprisomnment in the Luxembourg, this was not as a
direct result of his voting (with many others) agafnst the execution of
Louis XVI but because after the outbreak of wer with England gll British s
bjects were incarcerated as enemy aliens (Mary Wollstonecraftts American lo-
ver registered her at the American Embassy as his wife so that she could
avoid this), Paine then and later based his appeal on the strong protest th-
at he was no longer 8 British but an Americen subject: a fact denfed by the
then royalist American representative in Paris, Paine's enemy Gouverneur
Morris. When James Momroe succeeded Morris Paine’s release was soon obtai~
ned; but later in America he was once infamously denfed the right to vote
because he was not, it was claimed, an American citizen}

It 1s necessary to make this clear because the English claim that Paine
was a "trajtor® had no substance in Paine's own mind, He always, after emi-
gration in 1774, looked on himself as an American citizen, Once the War of
Independence was ended no other English emfgrant who had fought in the War,
to oy knowledge, was accused of being a "traitor® to his country of origin,
But Paine was a dangerous political writer and the "traitor" myth is maint-
ained {n certain Establishment historical circles to this day,although the
official accusation even at his trial was merely of “seditious 1libel® (i.e.
a censorship matter),
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LEN EBURY

ALL THOSE WHO met or heard Len Ebury speak will be sorry to hear that he -
died in his sleep on December 19, 19TI. a tew days before MS ‘Soth, blrf.h- E
dw. )

He was the last.’of the great Freethought open-air speakers,who in earlier
days collected audiences of well over a thousand people, Len spoke in pblie
for the Freethought cause for same 54 years, ‘

Len was a Yorkshireman from Heckmondwike, and was very proud of - the fact.
His father was a true old-time socialist, and was the first candidate for
Socfalism in his town. He failed to get elected and because he put himself
up for election to the local council lost his . job, and was discriminatedag-
ainst for the rest of his life, Len's mother was one of the original suff~.

. raget.t.es.

Len Ebury first came to London {n 1912, and as we know there were  many
things to disclaim against at that time, He joined the ammy in the . first
World War, was wounded, and in 1918 irnvallided out, being refused a penslm.
He frequently mentioned on the platform that during the war he sew many
triends of strong religious convictions killed by his side, and he said th-
at 1f there was a god he should have been killed instead,

1 shall always remember him as-a publlc speaker well known all over Lanbn,
especially in Hyde Park, Hampstead and Tower Hill, and he was speaking the
day before he died, He could manage all hecklers, even those who simply wa=-
nted to baite the speaker, He was respected for his sincerity even by those
who strongly disagreed with his views, and when {11 maw of them visited
him {n hospitale . : .

Len frequently mentioned Thamas Paine, holdlng hm up as one of the toro-A
rumners of the great Atheist thinkers of the Victorian and Edwardian eras,

All who knew Len will miss him, and I feel that we shall never see his
1ike sgain,

GEORGE MILLER,
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Obi tuary
EDMUND TAYLOR

EDMIND “TED" TAYLOR, .who died: aged 83 on August 9th,, 1977, after a short
“111ness, was a Founder Member of the TPS, Although never active in the soc-
fety apart from giving a week of his time to act as guide when the soclety
- held an exhibition at Nottinghan!s Cooperative Education Centre some years
' ago, Ted was a strong supparter of our work and was one of the rare mmber
of individuals you meet who could accurately quote Paine on all manner of
subjects, .

Ted Taylor was born in Radford, Nottingham, where his father ran a green~
grocers business, His family were Roman Catholie and Ted was destined, so
his parents thought, to become a priest. He entered a Jesuit seminary npear
Reading when he was 18, but emerged a couple of years later as & dedicated
atheist, which he remained for the rest of his life, Ted became active in
Labour and Co-operative affairs at an early age, and this formed the subst-
ance of his primary interest; however, he also took up rambling, natural hi-
story, geology, poetry, swimming, debating, and, according to his son, "pg-
rson baiting." Ted visited both Russia (where he met Stalin) and the Unisx
States, as guest of the family of John Dewey, where he did not meet the cu~
rrent President,

Ted Taylor was a speaker rather than a writer, although he maintained a
massive correspodence. His only published work I can trace is a forword to
the booklet which the late Tom Mosley (another TPS member) wrote about the
Nottingham Cosmopolitan Debating Soclety, an organisation which Ted attends
regularly for many, many years, and of which he eventually became the Chal-
mah,

Ted married twice and is survived by two daughters ant a song his secord
wife having died five months before he did.
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Was the Declaration
ohost-written?

By Carl Shapiro

“#@ When the Continental Con-~ “
gress sat down to consider :
% 1he Declaration of Inde- |
pendence, who was its au-
: ‘thor? History says Thomas ;
Paine . Jefferson, but one research- . Jelferson
er pressnis evidence that 4
suggests it could have been
Tom Paine.
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1S IT REASONARLE to believe that the man wrote "all men are created
equal® also owned several hundred slaves and considered blacks "inferior to
whites in the endowment of mind and body?*

The first phrase, of course, is from the Declaration of Independence, the
second §s from the writings of Thomas Jefferson, presumed suthor of the De=
claration.

That Jefferson owned slaves (so did Washington) does not diminish his st-
ature as one of the great libertarian fathers of the republic, A powerful
advocate of the separation of church and state, Jefferson framed theStatute
of Virginia for Religious Freedom, an achievement guided by his argunent
that "our civil rights have no dependence on our religious opinions, wmore
than our opinions in physics or geometry.” To Jefferson, "the care of every
man's soul belongs to himself.® He founded the University of Virginia, the
first truly non=sectarian college in America, A gifted architect, he also
designed the buildings.

Despite his social position as a wealthy plantation owner, Jefferson per-
sistently held that *nothing is more certainly written in the book of fate
that these people (slaves) are to be free, As a master, Jefferson was kind
to a fault, and the evidence suggests he was loved by his slaves,

Yet even one of Jefferson's most sympathetic -biographers, Gilbert Chinard,

vwas distressed by the virginian's racial attitude, Chinard wrote, *He was
- @ Puritan in so far as he felt that the American people were a *chosen peo=

ple,* and Anglo-Saxon.® And Claude G, Bowers, in his book, The Young Jeffe=
rson, provided a practical reason for Jeffersonts ownership of slaves by
contending that it "would have been Quixotic and destructive of his own
economic life.® Considering America's largely agrarian economy at that time,
Bowers was probably right, But with all things weighed, could Jefferson st=
111 have actually written a document proclaiming that all men were equal?

There s strong evidence to suggest he didn't write the Declaration,

on Jum,10,|776,Jerrerson was made chairman of a committee chosen by the
Continental Congress{@o draft the Declaration,Other members of the committe
included John Adams, Roger Sherman, Benjamin Franklin and Robert Livingston
The five bickered over who should actually write the text, but the job was
finally entrusted to Adams and Jefferson, the former for his fame as a law=
.yer, the latter for previously writing the preazble to the Virginia consti-
tution. But neither Adams nor Jefferson considered himself eapadle of
writing the document and both wished to shun the responsidbility, Adens late®
recalled their dispute:
*The Committee met, discussed the sudject, and then appointed Mr,
Jefferson and me to make the draught; 1 suppose because we were
the two highest on the 1ist. The sub~Committee met; Jefferson
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proposed to me to make the draught, I said I will not.
tYou should do {t,* said Jefferson.
10h, no. * , .
Wy will you not?', asked Jeffers-
on,
*] will not.?
tWhy??, insisted Jefferson.
fReasons enough, 'replied Adams.
"What can be your reasons??
tReason first,you are a Virgin-
1an and Virginia ought to appe-
ar at the head of this business.
Reason second, 1 am cbnoxicus,
suspected and unpopular,t”

Jefferson finally agreed to compose the manifesto, a job that would have
taxed the facilities of even the most seasoned statesman, much less the se=
nsibilities of a 33~year old congressman,

Aware that the slavery question was singularly the most volatile issue,
Jefferson knew that some of the representatives of slave-holding states
would veto any proposal to free the blacks, Nevertheless, the document had
to be frafted. ' : .

During this crucial period Jefferson was in close touch with Thomas Paine
Earlier that year, Paine had written Common Sense, the stirring pamphlet
that pressed for separation from Britain. In his 47 page treatise,Paine had
not only directed that a “"declaration for independence® be drawn up,but had
urged Americans to set a day aside "for proclaiming the Charter.”Brilliantly
conceived, the psmphlet was ummatched in {ts persuasive power.

An outsroken enemy of slaver, Pal:ie was also the first to publicly advo-
cate emancipatfon of the Negro in his Egsay of African Slavery fn America,
published {n Phladelphfa in March 1775. This work became so populap in such
a short time, that only a month after its appearance, the first anti-slavery
society was formed x.n Philadelphia.

Sharing similar ideals, Jefferson and Paine became intimate friexds, an
alliance that was culminate fin 1791 with Jefferson's endersement of
Paine's harculean handbook of democracy, Rights of Map.

Three days after the coemittee was appointed, Jefferson submitted
to Adams, then to Franklin, a réugh draft of the Declaration, Corrections,
says Bowers, vere made "mostly in phrasing and §n the chofce of words,® Fi-
nally, on June 28, the polished documert was presented to Congress in Carp=
enterts Hall, Philadelphia, for approval. As was expected, objections from
the southern delegates, particularly those from Georgia and South Carolina,
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caused the delation of tie clause:

"He (Ceorge III) has wage' cruel War against human Nature itself,
violating its most Sacred Rights of Life and Liberty In the Persons
of a distant People who never offended him, captivating and carrying
Them into Slavery In another Hemisphere, or to Incur miserable Death
in their Transportation thither,..lie has prostituted his Negative
(veto) for Suppressing every legiskative Attempt to prohibit or to
restrain an execrable Commerce, determined to keep*open s Market
vhere MEN Should be bought and 8o0ld, anc that this assemblage of
Horrors might Want no Fact of distinguished Die,"

Adans did all he could to defend the clause which could have finally put
an end to the slave trade, Jefferson, too, was disappointed and partially
blamed "our northern brethren...for though thebr people had few slaves the-
mselves, yel they had been pretty considerable carriers of them to others.

Jefferson removed the clause and sent the cdited copy to his fellov~dele=-
gate from Virginia, Richard Henry Lee, who had originally proposed to Cong=
ress that a declaration be drawn up, Lee replied:

"I thank you much for your favour and its enclosures by the post,
and I sincerely wish, as well as for the honour of Congress,as for
that of the States, that the Manuscript had not been mangled as It
is."

Lee regretted that the Declaration had been "mangled" and Adams felt ghag
"the purpose of the Declaration was to level all distinctions,"

The "manglec Declaration was ratified on July l.

Now despite his prudent onposition to slavery an! the fact that the Decl=
aration, as we know it, is in Jeffersonfs handwriting, there has been doubt
that he actually wrote the original draft containing the slavery clause,
Morally, Jefferson hated slavery; economically, he depended upon {t,. in
view of the circumstances, could Jefferson have beer so profoundly moved as
to write 2 clause against slavery? And what of the ~hole stricture of the
Declaratinn? Its literary style? Phraseology? Are they characteristic of
Jeffarson?

distorian Juliun P, Boyd wns not convinced that Jeffurson wrote, most im=
portantly, the original draft of the Declaration. In his scholarly. bruhure,
The Evolution of the Text, published by the Library of Congress 1in 1943,
Boyd“s=id "there is evidence in the Rough Draft {tself, the significance of
which apparently has been overlocked, pointing to the fact that the. Rough
Draft was copled by Jefferson from amother am earlier document or documents."
Yet Boyd-gnve no indicition as to what "document or documents® Jefferson oo
uld ‘havz copied from. -

Boyd may not hive been oware that a more »nositive viaw was set forth ({n
1892, Biographer DrJioncure D, Comway, in his two volume,Life of Palne des-
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cribed the everts of Jux 1776: "At this time Palne sa meh of Jefferson,
and therw can be 1ttle doudt that the antieslavery clause. struck out of
the Decloration was written by Patne, or by someone who hed Peine's antfe
slivery vssay before him,* ’ ’

Dr.Cominy felt thot tie 1iterary style and sentiments of the delated 213
v.ry clause ®are newrly the sam® as these phrases from Paine's essay:

"That saue desp:rate wretehes should be w11ling to steal and.
easlave men by vivlence and rmrder far gain is rather lament='

able then strange....these fnoffensive people are brought into
slavery, by stecling then, texpting Kings to sekl subjects,

which they car have no right to dc, and hiring one tribe to

war jgainst another, in order to catch prisoners...Our traders

In MEN, an unnatural commodity must know the wickednsss of

that SLAVE TRADE, if they attend to reasoning, or the dictates

of their own heerts; and such as shun and stifle all these,

wilfull:- sacriffice Conscience, ond the chiracter of integrity

to that zolden §dole.eetn go to nations, .. purely to catch

innffensive people, 1ike wild beasts, for slaves, is an

height of outreze against Humanity and Justice.ees”

In support of Dr.Comway's theory, Joseph Levis, late suthor amd Secretgry
of the Thamas Paine Foundation, maintained that the use of the ward "hath®
In the Declaration was vital evidence indicating the handiwork of Palne,
Lewis argued that the "old Enslish word was not generally used by the peo~
ple of the American colonies, vith tie exception of the Juakers,” Paine was
of Quaker origi:,

Levis polnted out that while the word was used only once in the Declarat~
lon, 1t nevertheless "may be the key which unlocks the secret to many of
Thomas Jefferson's most important pPaperse..e In his ordinary correspomdence
and his individual State documents, Jefferson does not use the word once,de-
spite the fact that these volurinous writings ageregate more than three
millfon words," '

Yet, Lewls argues, ®In Common Sense alone, a pamphlet of only fifty thow-
sand words, Thamas Paine used the ward ‘hath! at least one hundred and
tvienty times,* ®

The ward "hath® appears §n this phrase frome the Declaration:eeeecoo.and
accordingly all experience hath shewn...® (Lewis also noted that the word
*shewnj as spelled with an ®e® in the Decloratfon, was Pagne’s way of vrit=
ing 1v. "The word 15 always spelled with an ®o* in Jeffersonis writing, anxi
was the prevalent way of spelling the vord $a the colonfes at that time,®)

Prior tp Cogmon Sense, Paine also used the ward hath® in one of his pro-
vocative calls for independence, In this wark, published in the Pepngivanta
sdourngl in Octobar, 1775, Paine intimated that the inevitable document . of
separalfon should elso abolish slavery once and for alls

"1 firmly belfeve that the Almighty, in compassion to pankind, will
curtail the povier of Britain. Ever since the discovery of America
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sho hath enployed herselr m r.m. most horrld or a..l mmcs, :ba(.
of human flesh, without provocation, and in’cold” blood, mvaged the
hapless shores of ifrica, When I reflect on these, 1 hesitute not
for a.moment to believe thAat the Alnighty will separ.te America
from .,rlt.a!n. Call 1r. Indnpnnclency or what you "'111, if lt. 1s tue
cause of hwym!t., 1t.+ 111 go on." . .

44 later, 1- Commor Sense, Pame co-grdinated the. precents of the Decla-
tions T _

"Were a menifesto to be published, and dispatched to forefgn
courts, setting forth the miser{es we have endured, and the pe-~
ceful methods which #e have mertecmally used for redress;
declaring 1t the same time that not being able Ronger to live
happily or safcly'under the cruel disposition of the Rritish
court, vie had been driven to the necessity of breaking off all
coanection »ith her....such a memorial would proiuce mope pood
effects to this continent than if a ship were freighted with
petitions to Britain,"

To say uneqivocally that Thomas Paine wrote the original draft of the Do-
claation of Indepenvlence exceeds the 1imits of speculation. But on: of .Lite
first questions a skeptiec might ask would be why, If Pafie wrote it, he
never admftted authorship.

There are several plausible reaso:s,

First, he was not a member of the Continental Congress ani therefore had
no offfcfal authority,

Second, he was an Englishman, At the time of .the Declaration, he had been .
fn Anerica only two years, Hence, he would have been opei: to suspicion.rhat
s “hy P4ilne wrote Common Sense, ‘publjshed only five months hefore the Dec=
laration, together with mumerous orior works, he used pseudonyms,

Thirdly, he _characteristically chose to remain silert on anything that .
could dimage Americatls reputation, even to the"saerifice of hie on. 1!terar., .
prile, His loyalty to principle, rather than fame, was later expressed, "“But -

as I have ever been dumb on everything which might touch national honour s0
I mean cver to coutlme so. l . . .
It 18 also relevant to pention chat nnked with Palne's lmpa..siomd pleas .
for independence was %1s clear visfon and suppm for an American republic: : .
*The mere §: ndependence of America, were it to hqve been. modeled .
after the corriipt system-of the English goverment woul' not have
interested me with the unshated ardor it did. It was tobring ... .
forwshd and ‘etablish the’ repr"senta.tlvﬂ systerm of govermignt - R
that-was: thd leading 'vrlnc!ple v-lch me In all my works dt.r(m;
the progress of thé’ revolution. _
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On the other hand, Adems ~nd Jeff~rson, in a1l their years of associ itfon
21 earrespordence, widely differed in fdeas on govermment and avolded rfs—
cussion of Amerfca's political de~tiny, In a letter to Jefferson, Adams roe
¢ulled:

"You ord I have never hal - serio''s comwersation together that
1 cor rergllect cocerning th: naturc of govertment, The very
transiamt hints that have passed betseen us have been jor' "lar
£ superficial, wit'iout ever coming 2 ~y explanstion,"

With the evidence elready presented, it is not inconcelvsble that Paine,
with remarkable percejtion wvi clearheaded purpose, wrote the original dra-
ft of the Declaration of Independence, In view of his irrepressible demince~
fation of slavery, vigorous literary style ~nd similarity of his anti=slav-
ery essay to the delater! clanse, the theory of his authorship is ploustble,
The spelling and use of the words "hath®and “shewn,® peculiar to Paine thr—
oughtut his writings, together r{th his close contact with Jeffarson during
the sultry months of 1776, further enhance that possibility,

But ther« {s another piace of evidence, perhaps the most enigmatic of all,
that adds more to the mystery. It is a puszling sentance contained 1in one
of Paine!s last latters to CongresS, The letter was written in 1808, one
year befor: he died, Paine was impoverished and was desperately trying to
obtain a small allowance:

"As to my political works, beginning with the pamphlet Cormmon
Sense, published In the beginning of January, 1776, which
awakened America to a declaration of independence (as the
president and vice=presfdent both know), as they were works
done fron princinle, I cannot dishonour that principle by
asking any reward for them,®

It Is difficult to determine what Paine Is bringia. to aind, It suinds sa-
reastic when he siys, "as the president and vice~president xnow" { Thomas
Jefferson was president and George Clinton was vice-president), What is it
that they know? That he (Palne) wrote the Declaration of Independence? Or
thet his political works inspired the manifesto to be vritten? We know of
his perpetual silence “on everything which mizht touch national honour."Th-
erefore, even {n his most destitute state, Paine woulc never disclose secr—
ets {nl'wious to America's reputation.

But ~s mysterious as the circumstances are, another firebrand of the Rev-
olutfon, Sarmel Adanms, was more corvinced:
"There {s =S much evidence {n favour of Tham.s Palne's author-
ship of the Declaration of I:deperdence as there i1s of any other
mane%

What do you think?
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THE BACKGROUND TO RIGHTS OF MAN

Alfred Jenkins

THE INTELLECTUAL CONDITI(N of England at the time when Thomas Paine entered
the world in 1737 and for meny years afterwards {s well described by Fried=-
rich Engels: "The peasants at that time used to lead a quiet, peaceful 1life
of honest plety harassed by few worries, but on the other hand fnert, not
united by common interests and lacking any education or any mental activ~
ity; they were still at a prehistoric stage of development, The situation
in the towns was not very different. London alone was an fmportant trade
centre; Liverpool, Hull, Bristol, Manchester, Birminghem, Leeds and Glasgow
were hardly worth mentioning, Spinning and weaving, the main branches of
industry, were prectiged for the most part in the country, or, at least,ou-
tslde the towns, on their outskirts, Metal=vorking and pottery-making were
still at the handicraft stage and thus what real developments could be exp~-
ected in the towns? The unequalled simplicity of the franchise spared the
townspeople all political cares; they were nominal Whigs or Torfies but knew
full well that in fact it made little difference, since they did not have
the right to vote, The town dwellers consisted exclusively of petty mercha-
nts, shopkeepers and artisans an theirs was the familiar life of the small
provincial town, quite inconceivable in the England of today. lMines were
still only being exploited on a small scale; iron, copper and tin deposits
were left more or less untouched and ccal used only for domestic purposes.
In short, England was then in a position, in which unfortunately the major-
ity of the French, and in particular, the Germans still find themselves, in
a position of antediluvian spathy with regard to anything of general or sp=
fritual interest, in social infancy, when there i{s as yet no society,nolif,
no consciousness and no activity. This position is a de facto continuation
of feudalism and medieval mental apathy, which will only be surmounted with
the emergence of modern teud?.nsm, the division of soclety into property
owners and the propertyless,*

This benighted condition did not, however, prevent the English from rega=-
rding their country as the centre of the earth, Oliver Goldsmith, who came
to London from Ireland in 1756, was greatly impressed by this attitude of
mind, In his Citizen of the World, published in 1762, he wrote:"The English
seem as silemt as the Japanese, yet vainer than the fnhabitants of 8fam.®

®pride scems the source not only of their national vices, but of their na-
tional virtues also, An Englishman is taught to love his king as his fried,
but to acknonledge no other master than the lawg, which himself _.has .
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contributed to enact, He despises those nations who, that one may be free,
are all content to be slaves; who first 1ift a tyrant into terror and then
shrink under his power, as if delegated from Heaven, Liberty 15 #ehoed §n
all thefr assemblies; and thousands might be found ready to offer up their
1lives for the sound, though perhaps not one of the number understand its
meaning. The lowest mechanfc. however. looks upon it as his duty to be a
watchful guardian of his country's freedom, and often uses a language, that
might seem haughty, even in the mouth of a great emperor who traces his
ancestry to the Moon,"

Goldsmithts "Citfizen of the World," is an imaginary Chinese traveller,who
fs represented as writing home to a friend: "This universel passion for po=-
1itics is gratified by dally gezettes, as with us in Chins, But, as inours
the emperor endeavours to instruct his people, §in theirs, the people endea=
vours to instruct the administration, You must not, however, imagine that
they who compile these papers have any actuel knowledge of the politics, or
the goverment, of a state: they only collect their materials frow the ora=
cle of same coffee-house, which orscle has himself gathered them, the night
before, from a beau at a gaming=table, who has pillaged his knowledge from
a great Man's porter, who has had his information from the great Man's gen=
tleman, who has invented the whole story for his own amusement, the night

preceding,.*

In the article which we have quoted, Engels writes: "It was while the
industrial revolution was taking place that the democratic party came into
being. In 1769 J.Horne Tooke founded the Society of the Bill of Rights, in
which, for the first time since the republic, democratic principles were
discussed again, As in France, so these democrats were men of purely phile-
sophical education Jut they soon found that the upper ard middle classes
were agianst them and that it was only the working=class which lent their
principles an ear,® In actual fact,however, this did not take place immedi-
ately, Francis Place, who was in e very good position to know, wrote the:
"At this time there was no political public, and the active friends of par—
1iamentary reform consisted of noblemen, gentlemen, and a few tradesmen,

*Nefther these societies nor the other political bodies at thatperiod had
any contimious existence; they met occasionally, talked over the concernsd
the moment, ordered a tract to be printed or an advertisement to be imarted
in the nevispapers. Their proceedings were neither adapted for, nor were
they addressed to, the working people, who, st that time, would not  have
sttended to them,*2 .

*The struggle with the North American colonies,® wrote Karl Marx, "saced
the Hanoverian dynasty at that time from the outbreak of an English Revolu=
tion, symtoms of which were alike perceptible in the cry of Wilkes and the
letters of Junfus."” This may seem surprising in view of such gatements as
that of Lord Camden, who had resigned his office as Lord Chancellor on acce=
ount of his ppposition to the war: "I am grieved to hear that the landed
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interest is almost altogether anti-American, though the common people hold
the war in abhorrence and zLa merchants ard tradesmen, for obvious reasons
are altogether against {t. This, hodever, is probsbly an over-estimate
the political understanding of "the common people.," Oppositiocn fram the
merchants and mamufacturers, especially those who had suffered from the pr—-
ohibitatfon of trade with North America, was certainly very strong. Edward
Gibbon, then a Member of Parlfament, wrote to his friend, J,Holroyd, after—
wards Earl of Sheffield, on Jamary 3ist,, 1775: "Hitherto we have been ch=
1efly employed in reading papers and rejecting petitions, Petitions were
brought from London, Bristol, Norwich, ete,, framed by party and designed
to delay, By the aid of same parlismentary quirks, they have all been refe-

rred to a separate inactive committee, which Burke calls a committee of
oblivion, and are now considered as dead in law,* In December 1777,a report
was sent to Lord Sandwich, then at the head of the Admiralty, from one

Thomas Rawson of Nottingham: "This town is without exception the most disl=
oyal in the Kingdom, owing in great measure to the whole corporation ( the
present mayor excepted ) being dissenters, amd of so bitter a sort that tey
have done and continie to do all in thelir power to hinder the service by
preventing as much as possible the enlistment of soldiers,®d

In all these tow#ns, however, “"the common people® only signed the petit-
fons against the Amerfcan war vhen they were set in motion by those who
were considered to be their social superiors, Nearly twenty years later,
after a great deal had happened to widen their horizon, Charles James Fox
in conversation with another politiclan: "made use of this (for him very)
remarkable expression, that the husbandmen and labourers thought so 1little
of public matters that he shoukd as soon think of consulting sheep on the
propriety or impropriety of Peace as the people who had care of them, or in
general the lower order of peasantry. That in towns, from their alechouses,
clubs, ete,, they turned their thoughts more to political subjects.® Wills-
am Cobbett tells us that his father, a small fabmer and inn=keeper in Surwy,
read the newspapers and defended the Americans, When Cobbett senjor expres—-
sed these sentiments at Weyhill Fair, however, the astonished company gaped
open=mouthed in wonder that g man {n their position fn life should express
any political opinions at all. When all the government hed really became
unpopular ft was rescued by the Gordon Riots, directed against the Roman
Catholics, When they were over Edward Gibbon wrote to his step-mother: "The
measures of Govermment have been peasonsble and vigorous, and even Opposit-
fon has been forced to confess. that -the military power was applied and reg=
ulated with the utmost propriety. Our denger i{s at an emd, but our disgrace
will be lasting, and the month of June 1780 will ever be marked by a 'dark
and diabolical fanaticism which I supposed to be extinct, but which actualy
subsists in Great Britain perhaps beyond any other country in Europe,

After the ending of the American war the majorfty of the British people
sank back into their old somnolence, As Francis Place put it: Efforts to
procure a reform in the House of Commons were made in many places. The
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number of public meetings and of petitions to the House of Commons increa=
sed contimually, when the coalitfon of Lord North and Charles James Fox,
in the spring of 1783, caused an opinfon to be generally entertained that
no faith could be reposed in public men, and suspended all active proceedi=
ngs in favour of pullam9tanr Reform; which 1lingered on, and were,at
length, nearly extinguished,®’/ The conclusion of the war was followed by a
great economic revival and many people were never before or afterwards so
prosperous as they were in the years from 1783 to 1793. This is reflected
the scenes of country life painted by George Morland, somewhat sentimental
but drawsn from real life,

The first support for the French Revolution of 1789 came from the "middle
classes,"* espectally the Nonconformist mamufecturers amd the attituded the
working class varied from indifference to hostility. There was very little
in the first part of Rights of Man to which a prosperous Nonconformist
could object. Strutts, the Unitarian textile mamfacturers of Belper in De=
rbyshire,distributed copies among thelr workers who read them when the mill

was stopped through 1lack of water pover and threw them into the water.When
in 1791 the leading citizens of Birmingham held a dinner to celebrate the
anniversary of the fall of the Bastille there was a violent riot,followedly
sinflar demonstrations in other places directed in the first place ggainst
the Nonconformists. It was only the publication of the second part of Rights
of Man, with 1ts fifth chapter showing what could be done if there was no
Natfonal Debt, which for the first time showed the advanced section of the
working class that political reform could really turn to thelr benefit. The
ideas were not really original, the eriticism of the National Debt having
already been made by Dr.Richard Price, but the novelty was in their exposi-
tion. For the first time they were expressed in language which working men
could understand, by one who had himself been a working man,
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BOOKS

TSSTAMENTS OF RADICALISM, MEMOIRS OF WORKING CLASS POLITICIALS, 17901335,
tditad with an introduction by David Vincent, Europa Publications, £7.

DAVI® VILCENT IN his introduction refers o th» juite unprecedented circul-
avion in the 1790s of Thomas Painets Rights of Man. Its dangerous truths in
explaining the coarrupt ..ature of British goverment provo<ed a response [rom
the political ani religlous establishment, that, when 1t could not denigrate
end twist the activities of the radicals, threw a blanket of silence over
them, Only in recent years is Paine emerging again into the sun,

Aftor the turbule:t 1790s, access to and the use of the means of publica-
tion (vrites Vincent) became a central camponent of cl-=ss struggle = a can~
mon thread in virtually every campaign was the hostility to th- treatument the
working class receive! from the contemparary prasSe

Thic book presents five antobiographies of working class politicians,spa=
aning the period from the crisis over the American Colonies to the threshold
of morkers discovering Marxism, They told it lixe It was, and so the memoirs
form invaluable correctives to bourgeous histories. Because their stories
were feared by tre ruling class, the authors have not yet become household
nomes.

The7 are Thomas Hardy, Plccadilly shoemaker (not the anthor) and founder of
the London Cerrespording Socicty; James Watson, compositor, fresthinker,
owenite and Chartist; Thomas Dunning, another shoemaxer, trare unjonist and
Chertist fran Nantwich; John James Bezer, Spitalfields Chartist; and Benjamin
lillson, whose cureer bridged half a century of political activity and cé=op=
crtive work I Halifox,

Faceluati g as they #re in thelr varfed styles an' different poriods anxi
loc-le«, that thoy denl with, the memoirs ore only fragments of our history.
They are especially useful, though, In nderstanding the roots, from which
the labour movement developed, In addition to the events they recount, it is
tihe flovour that the five ~mthors give thet helps us to understand the stru-
ggles of our political forefathers, The least fmaginative of us i 1o dictely
put in their shoes,

Tn Hardy's autobiography ve can understand the sppropiateness of his bealy
language: e rites of the intrepld wartyr: of freedom, "that potriotic band
"0 broke the ruffi~n arm of arbitrary power, =2nd dyed the field «nd the
sceffold with their pure ond precfous blood, for tie liberties of thelir
countr, " Yardy's hame v.2s rafded at 6,37 one May morning in 1794, he was
tizown Inty the Tover ¢f London, an! his aif: died in pregnaacy soon after;
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ect-hle a Jury s ever WS empannelled" he was found not guilty.

James Watson in the 1320s was fprisoned in Dorchester and Clerkenwell
prisons for selling rodical and freethought literature, He surmarises his
memoirs s having one object alone = nto sho# my fellow workmen that the
humblest amongst them may render effectual aid to the cause of progress,if
he brings to the task honest determination and unfaltering perseverance .

Thomas Dunning includes an account of organising the defence of two men
arrested for Trades Union activity. One was quite flliterate ard the other
w4 1ighnt minded, dancing, pudblic house m.n® = a brace, as Dunning tells us,
of very awkvard clieits, Like thousands after them, Dunning and the caomrades
rally roiwnd; the case was no landmark in trade union history, but the style
of operating = reading as an exciting adventure, yet with high and serious
stakes = 1s nlnost classical in showing that the ploneers knew how to
organise.

In racey style, J.J.Bezer describes his youth and the grinding poverty
he suffered in London. At Clerkenwvell Green he first learns of Chartism,
and hunry in a laxd of plenty, for the first time seriously enquires "WHY,
WHY = a dangerous question...istnt (sic) it, for a poor man to ask." There
Zezer!s story abruptly ends, since the Christian Socialist, which was ser—
falising 1t, ceased publishing in December 1851,

Benjamin Wilson's The Strupgles of an 0ld Chartist is dry by comparison,
Published in Halifax in 1887 it recounts mary events of Chartisn from the
Peterloo massacre of 1819 to the general election of 1886,

Testaments of Radicalism includes a few {1lustrations and Is campetently
indexed,

Christopher Brunelg



